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H
This analytical report explores views, knowledge, non-violent ex-

pectations, and the social, political, and electoral atmosphere of Ek-

iti and Osun states ahead of the governorship election in the states. 

It is based on KDI’s Election Security Risk Assessment (ESRA) 

methodology. 

ABOUT THE REPORT.01
ESRA is a holistic assessment of the pre-

election environment towards identifying 
early warning signals and risks to the 
peaceful conduct and administration 

of elections. This framework creates an 
effective electoral violence mitigation 

plan that maps out hotspot areas. 
Ultimately provides stakeholders such 

as Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), security agencies, 

and civil society organizations with 
information that could assist them in 

securing the election environment.

KDI elicited the the views and opinions of 285 indigenes in April 

2022 (113- Ekiti and 172– Osun) through random sampling. Of the 

total number of respondents in the two states surveyed, 73.8% are 

male, while 26.2% are female. The ESRA topline questionnaire was 

used as the data collection tool. Also, a review of secondary sources 

and the questionnaires were used by assessors to ground the anal-

ysis.

Conduct of the Study.

The margin of 
error for the sur-
vey is +/-3%, with 

a confidence level 
of 95%

MALE FEMALE

73.8% 26.2%
Gender

18-35
years years

36-60

65.5% 34.5%

Age Group
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H
1. Governorship Election in Ekiti & Osun States may happen amid rela-

tively peaceful environments. However, efforts should be intensified 

by the security agencies to curtail incidents like cult clashes, commu-

nal clashes, and kidnapping that could have a political undertone, and  

ultimately impact the elections.

2. The study revealed that - Ifelodun, Irepodun, Orolu, Egbedore, Iwo, 

Atakumosa East, Ife Central, and Ilesa East in Osun state; and Efon, 

Ijero, Irepodun/Ifelodun, Ido-Osi, Ikole, Ikere and Gboyin LGAs in Ek-

iti state these LGAs as revealed by the study, have tendencies to be-

come flashpoints, based on certain early warning signs revealed by 

the study.

3. Strategic and integrated violence mitigation interventions are needed 

in the run-up to the Governorship election.

4. Over two-thirds of the respondents surveyed in Ekiti and Osun states 

are registered, voters. Still, less than half of these potential voters vot-

ed in the last governorship election in the state.

5. Data gathered shows that engaging the citizens as essential workers 

on election day contributes to low turnout subtly. CSOs and EMBs 

need to have a deployment framework that deploys these individuals 

to their localities to enable them to vote since there is no provision for 

early voting.

6. While the electorates in Ekiti & Osun are politically-aware, there is a 

need for INEC and CSOs to design programs and sensitization efforts 

that will encourage the electorates to vote massively in the elections. 

7. As revealed by the data gathered, INEC may likely face the issue of a 

trust deficit from the public in the coming elections. INEC must build 

trust and ensure the public expectation of INEC impartial delivery is 

met.
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KEY FINDINGS. 02
Comparative View of the Disaggregated 

Violence Data in Ekiti, Osun and Anambra
(2-3 months to Election Day)

Death

170

36

13 18

45

2 11
31

4

Kidnap Other forms of 
Violence

This shows Ekiti and Osun States are relatively peaceful in terms of 

violence and tension, compared to Anambra and Edo states when it 

was two to three months before the election. 

Ekiti State Osun State Anambra State

2.1

KDI’s in her violence tracking and 
documentation initiative revealed that 

-16 cases of violence have been 
tracked, verified, and documented in 

Ekiti States.

42 in Osun states.

4 deaths in 
Ekiti

31 in Osun 
since October 

2021.

Security of the Environment.
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Gunmen 
Attacks

Destruction 
of Campaign 
of Properties

Osun 
State

Cult 
Clashes

Communal 
Clashes

Destruction of 
Campaign of 

Properties

Ritual 
Killings

Ekiti 
State

Predominant Violence in the Two States.

Kidnappings

2.2

“Osun has recorded over 15 deaths 
resulting from cult clashes in the last 

three months.

9
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Based on the violence tracking data – the number of re-

ported fatalities due to cult clashes in Osun state has 

exceeded communal clashes and political tensions in 

the last two months (Mid March to Mid May).  Increas-

ing reports of gang violence and cult clashes became 

frequent in 2019/2020, and is still prevalent.In 2018 

many of the cult groups were patronized by some poli-

ticians, who either employed them as informal security 

or used them to intimidate or attack their opponents. 

(Some were even called State-boys). Now, these groups 

have grown to be community-based gangs that current-

ly fight for supremacy and relevancy. 

After the 2018 elections and due to political differenc-

es, many of these informal arrangements collapsed, 

leaving this cultist /gang turned informal security to 

start fending for themselves – this resulted in land grab-

bing in some quarters in Osogbo and its environs. The 

attack on Governor Gboyega Oyetola and some of his 

cabinet members in 2020 by some hoodlums during the 

#EndSARS protest in Osogbo suggests a further link-

age between the politics and cult violence in the state.1 

Ilesa, Osogbo, and some parts of Atukamosa East have 

witnessed increasing cult and gang-related violence.

To the Security Agencies:

• Prioritize the mitigation of cultism as part of a strategic plan for the state, given the high level of cult-relat-

ed violence compared to other types. 

• The security agencies should take steps to discourage the use of non-state armed groups by politicians, as 

informal security. How will this help? The non-state armed groups-  are they now being used as political 

thugs, 

To the Government:

• Engage at-risk youths in economic programs that will give them a source of livelihood and keep them from 

being susceptible to being hired as criminals or thugs.

• Hold accountable those who engage in criminality and political thuggery through sanctions.

To the Media and CSOs:

• Civil Society Organizations (CSO) should partner with the media to promote peace education and peace 

messages.

• There is a need for the media to remain unbiased in their reportage, as well as provide factual reports to 

minimize disinformation and misinformation, that could be a trigger to violence. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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This study examined the historical, political, electoral, media, geographical, and security contexts to map the 

hotspot zones in Ekiti and Osun states.

Geographically, Ekiti state has a total area of 6,353km squared, and the topography is characterized by the pres-

ence of small hills and flatlands which are arable. Ekiti state is an upland region with an elevation of above 200 me-

ters and no major riverine areas.2  Furthermore, Osun state is situated in the tropical rainforest zone. It covers an 

area of approximately 14,875 sq km. Though a landlocked state, it is blessed with the presence of many rivers and 

streams .3 The aforementioned shows that the two states are largely landlocked, making most towns accessible, 

unlike states like Bayelsa and Rivers States.  

Moving on to tracking the media space, provocative media campaign has been observed in Ekiti and Osun states. 

Political parties and candidates’ advertisements are not issues-based, but the content was more of throwing shades 

at one another. 

LIKELIHOOD OF VIOLENCE

Cultism Vote BuyingPolitical thuggery

Unprofessionalism 
of Security Agents

Hate Speech by 
candidates 

Fake news /
Biased Reports

Logistical challenges 
faced by INEC

Unhealthy rivalry and 
competition by political 
parties and candidates

Major Risk Factors and Actors that could Trigger Election Violence 
in the Forthcoming Ekiti and Osun Gubernatorial Elections.

2.3
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Issues tracked on the Media 
space in Ekiti and Osun states

•	FAKE	NEWS
•	PROVOCATIVE	
MEDIA	CAMPAIGN

Political
 Thuggery

Political

 

Thuggery

Political
 Assasination

/Killings

Political
 Assasination

/Killings

Political Group 
Clashes

Gunmen Attack/
Sporadic Gunshot

Destruction of
 Campaign Material

Arson

Arson

Osun 
State Ekiti 

State

Predominant Electoral Violence in Ekiti and Osun States from a 
Historical Perspective.

2.4
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Known Political Assassination in Ekiti and Osun States from a 
Historical Perspective.

2.5

1999

Alliance for Democracy
party (AD) Woman Leader oman Leader

Alliance for Democracy
party (AD) W

2004

 Mr Kehinde Fasuba

 

2009

Mr Omolafe Aderiye a former 
Chairman of the National Union

 of Road Transport Workers 
(NURTW)

2014
 

 

2001

representing I

- Hon. Odunayo Olagbaju, an
Assembly member

fe Central

Ekiti State Osun State

The number of Violent Incident Tracked & Documented.2.6
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Cases Tracked

1642
Cases Tracked

deaths
31
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Predominant Issues at Senatorial Districts.2.7

“Going by the current situation in these states, Osun East 
senatorial district, especially Ilesa and Atakunmosa East, 
has been bewildered by killings and dreadful activities of 
community cult gangs. One of these incidents include the 
assassination of the Gbenga Ogbara, APC party chairman 

of the Atakumosa East Local Council Development Authority 
in the Igangan community by some yet-to-be-identified 

gunmen4.  

Gunmen 
Attacks

Cult 
Clashes

Ritual
Killings

Disinformation 
and
Misinformation

Gunmen 
Attacks

Political
thuggery

Political
group

Fake 
news

Vote
buying

Kidnappings

Fake 
news

Kidnappings

Fake 
news

Gunmen 
Attacks

Disinformation 
and
Misinformation

Cult 
Clashes

Disinformation 
and
Misinformation

Vote 
Buying

Osun
State

Osun Central

Ekiti Central

Osun East

Ekiti North

Osun West

Ekiti South

Ekiti 
State
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Osun State Hotspot Mapping.

Ekiti State Hotspot Mapping.

2.8

2.9

Ife South

Obokun

Ifedayo

Boluwaduro

Ife North
Irewole

Aiyedire

Ejigbo

Iwo Oriade
Osogbo

Ila

Odo-otin

Isokan

Aiyedaade

Ilesha West

Atakunmosa East

Atakunmosa West

Ife Central

Ife East

Boripe

Ifelodun

Orolu

Olorunda

Ede North

Ola-Oluwa

Ede South

Irepodun

Ilesha East

Egbedore

Likely Somewhat Likely Unlikely

Oye

Ikole

Ilejemeje

Moba

Ekiti West

Emure
Ikere

Efon
Ado Ekiti

Gbonyin

Irepodun/Ifelodun

Ido-OsiIjero

Ise Orun

Ekiti East

Ekiti South-West

Likely Somewhat Likely Unlikely
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The ESRA using a clustering predictive modeling tech-

nique revealed in Ekiti state that Efon, Ijero, Irepodun/

Ifelodun, Ido-Osi, Ikole, Ikere, and Gboyin LGAs have a 

high tendency to experience violence. Ado, Ekiti West, 

Oye, Ise-orun, and Emure are projected as somewhat 

likely to experience violence. However, the possibility 

of violence is unlikely in Ilejemeje, Moba, Ekiti East, and 

Ekiti South.

Furthermore, from the study, 8 LGAs- Ifelodun, Irepo-

dun, Orolu, Egbedore, Iwo, Atakumosa East, Ife Cen-

tral, and Ilesa East have a high tendency to experience 

electoral violence. Boripe, Ifedayo, Ila, Olorunda, Osog-

bo, Ayedaade, Aiyedire, Ede South, Ede North, Ejigbo, 

Irewole, Isokan, Olaoluwa, Atakunmosa West, Ife East, 

Ife South, Ife North, Ilesa West, Obokun and Oriade are 

projected to somewhat likely to experience electoral 

violence. However, two (2) LGAs: Boluwaduro and Odo 

Otin have the possibility of being relatively peaceful.

All the LGAs in Ekiti and Osun states experienced in-

creased registered voters; this automatically tran-

scends to the Senatorial districts level. However, since 

2014 voting statistics - Ekiti Central senatorial district 

in Ekiti State and Osun East senatorial district in Osun 

state have been leading in terms of voting strength.

Any political party or candidate that claims victory in 

the majority of the LGAs of the aforementioned sena-

torial districts is almost sure of conquering the state’s 

political landscape. The voting strength of the senato-

rial district makes it the attention of any politician who 

aspires for victory. It is, therefore, no surprise that go-

ing by the study, peaceful election in almost all the LGAs 

in the senatorial district is unlikely. 

Judging from voter turnout in previous elections, the 

percentage turnout revolves around the average in 

all the senatorial districts since 2014. However, Ekiti 

North Senatorial district has been leading others with a 

narrow margin in relation to its registered voters.   

EKITI AND OSUN STATE GOVERNORSHIP CANDIDATES BATTLE GROUND.

137,155

54,085

49,417

49,390

47,288

45,918

45,611

42,868

42,097

41,783

40,858

40,567

35,001

27,074

22,838

11,816

Total: 733,766 

Ado Ekiti

Irepodun/Ifepodun

Ijero
Ikole

Ekiti East
Oye

Ikere
Ido/Osi

Ekiti South-
West

Gbonyin
Ekiti West

Moba
Ise/Orun

Emure
Efon

Ilejemeje

2014
Ado Ekiti

Irepodun/Ifepodun

Ikole

Ikere

Oye

Ijero

Ekiti East

Ekiti West

Ido/Osi

Ekiti South-West

Gbonyin

Moba

Ise/Orun

Emure

Efon

Ilejemeje

Total:  909,585 

 167,657 

 66,162 

 63,962 

 61,864 

 60,428 

 59,300 

 56,054 

 53,712 

 53,176 

 50,598 

 49,951 

 48,523 

 42,093 

 33,459 

 26,838 

 15,808 

2018

Ekiti Registered voters per Local Government.2.10
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Ekiti Registered voters per Local Government.

Osun Registered Voters per Local Government.

OSOGBO
IFE CENTRAL

IFE EAST
OLORUNDA

IWO
IFELODUN

ILESA EAST
IREWOLE

ILESA WEST
AYEDAADE

EJIGBO
EDE NORTH

ODO-OTIN
ORIADE
BORIPE

IFE NORTH
IFE SOUTH

ISOKAN
OBOKUN

IREPODUN
EDE SOUTH

ILA
EGBEDORE

ATAKUNMOSA EAST
AYEDIRE

OLA-OLUWA
OROLU

ATAKUNMOSA WEST
BOLUWADURO

IFEDAYO

118,535 
 94,727 
 81,430 
 71,981 
 66,898 
 56,058 
 54,566 
 52,885 
 52,397 
 51,108 
 50,674 
 49,253 
 48,577 
 47,140 
 47,100 
 45,457 
 44,555 
 38,472 
 37,985 
 36,521 
 35,941 
 33,577 
 33,548 
 31,136 
 25,880 
 25,550 
 24,914 
 24,625 
 16,839 
 13,044 

Total:  1,411,373 

2014
OSOGBO

IFE CENTRAL
IFE EAST

OLORUNDA
IWO

IFELODUN
ILESA EAST

EJIGBO
IREWOLE

ILESA WEST
AYEDAADE

EDE NORTH
ODO-OTIN

BORIPE
ORIADE

IFE NORTH
IFE SOUTH

EDE SOUTH
IREPODUN

OBOKUN
ISOKAN

EDGBEDORE
ILA

ATAKUMOSA EAST
AYEDIRE

OROLU
OLA-OLUWA
ATAKUMOSA 

WEST
BOLUWADURO

IFEDAYO

 129,853 
 106,309 
 97,445 
 90,110 
 78,120 
 68,872 
 65,745 
 63,652 
 61,977 
 60,600 
 60,177 
 59,676 
 57,663 
 57,397 
 54,921 
 52,684 
 50,356 
 46,887 
 46,558 
 45,959 
 45,903 
 42,145 
 39,188 
 35,627 
 32,242 
 31,904 
 30,786 
 30,328 
 20,442 
 15,459 

Total:  1,678,985 

2018

2.11

Ilejemeje
Efon

Emure
Ise/orun

Moba
Ekiti west

Gbonyin
Ido-osi

Ekiti-South West
Ekiti East

ijero
oye

Ikere
Irepodun/Ifelodun

Ikole
Ado Ekiti 179,071

71,971
70,467
65,651
65,422
64,524
61,357
59,220
57,766
53,785
53,712
53,293
46,696
37,122
30,076
18,790

Total: 988,923

2022
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Osun West senatorial districts have actively main-

tained the leadership role in their willingness to partic-

ipate as voters for the past two election years. These 

can equally make candidates more interested in these 

areas because of their voting history and pattern.

Registered Voters Voter Turnout

Osun 
West

Osun 
East

Osun 
Central

Osun
 West

Osun 
East

Osun 
Central

 430,209 

 521,565 

 514,018 
 599,974 

 467,146 

 557,446 

54%

47%

59%

51%

47% 41%

2014 2018

Registered Voters and Voter Turnout per Senetorial District in Osun State.2.13

Ekiti North

Ekiti South

Registered Voters Voter Turnout

Ekiti Central
 238,854 

51%

 304,353 

 190,559 

46%

52%

Ekiti North

Ekiti South

Ekiti Central

 241,897 
47%

 294,019 
46%

 373,669 
46%

2014 2018

Registered Voters and Voter Turnout per Senetorial District in Ekiti State.2.12
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Ekiti West

Emure
Ikere

Efon
Ado Ekiti

Ido-Osi

Olusegun Adebayo 
Oni 

Abiodun Abayomi 
Oyebanji

Olabisi Kolawole 

Afuye Monisade

Kolapo Kolade

James Oladipo 
Owolabi

Ekiti North Ekiti Cental Ekiti South

Governorship Candidate

Governorship Candidate

Governorship Candidate

Running mate

Running mate

Running mate

Governorship Candidates and Running mates in Ekiti State.2.14

Looking at the strong personalities with unprecedent-

ed interest in the forthcoming election, the homestead 

for the three-strong personalities (candidates) falls in 

Ekiti Central and Ekiti North. 

It is evident that Ekiti South & Ekiti North would be the 

battleground due to the dynamics of these areas. None 

of the three strong candidates is from Ekiti South, so 

most would want to have a larger share of the votes 

because it might likely swing the overall vote. Also, 

two of the running mates from Ekiti South will want 

to work relentlessly to prove a point to their principal, 

and some would be under social pressure because it is 

their homestead. The pressure to control the votes in 

the senatorial district is a potential for violence in the 

coming elections.

It is also important to note that Ekiti state indigenes are 

historically known to have extreme allegiance to their 

community on political decisions (Community senti-

ments). Every community/town has a high tendency to 

support and or vote for the candidates that hail from its 

localities and environs. So, votes in Ekiti Central may 

probably be shared by leading candidates – the APC 

and PDP candidates are from central, and the running 

mate of SDP candidates is from Ekiti central (By Impli-

cations, the margin between the winner and the other 

may not be huge).

Every candidate will hold forth in their locality in Ekiti 

central. Also, from past elections, security agents are 

even times more concentrated at the central, which 

could potentially avert some likely violence. 

EKITI STATE
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Drawing trend from 2018, there is a high possibility of 

a repeat of the narrow margin between the winner and 

the runner-up, such as happened in 2018. Where Sena-

tor Iyiola Omisore, who amassed a reasonable number 

of votes at the first ballot, decamped from PDP to SDP. 

This made him the third force and swung the vote – this 

can be said to be the precursor to the narrow margin 

between Senator Ademola Adeleke of the PDP and Gov 

Oyetola, which led to supplementary elections. 

Similar to the dynamics in Ekiti state,  Osun East is cur-

rently the hotspot in the political landscape of Osun 

state, considering the killings and cult clashes that have 

been experienced in recent times. It is increasingly ob-

vious that Osun East senatorial district would be the 

battleground due to the dynamics of these areas. None 

of the four strong candidates is from the eastern part 

of the state. Considering the voting strength from the 

east, all candidates and political parties who seek vic-

tory in the forthcoming election will want to do every-

thing to swing the votes in Osun east to their favour.

OSUN STATE

Irewole

Aiyedire

Borip
e

Osogbo

Irepodun

Adegboyega Isiaka 
Oyetola 

Jimoh Mukaila 
Adekunle

Benedict Olugboyega 
Alabi

Adeola Adekunle 
Atanda

Akiande Akanmu 
Ogunbiyi 

Governorship Candidate

Running mate

Running mate

Running mate

Yussuff Sulaimon
 Lasun 

Adeleke Adedamola 
Jackson Nurudeen 

Adewusi Kola 
Adegboyega

Running mate

Ede South

Ife Central

Governorship Candidate

Governorship CandidateGovernorship Candidate

Governorship Candidates and Running mate in Osun State.2.15

Osun West Osun Cental Osun East
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Noticed all ‘others’ political parties skyrocketed in 2018 – the vote of the SDP is responsible for this.

A similar thing is happening today; Lasun Yussuff was 

once a deputy speaker of the House of Representatives 

under the umbrella of APC but had resigned from APC 

due to internal party crises to pick up the ticket of the 

Labour Party. Similarly, Akin Ogunbiyi decamped from 

PDP due to unreconcilable differences within the PDP 

to become the flag bearer of the Accord Party. These 

political gladiators will most likely want to prove their 

influence to claim victory in these districts, most no-

tably in their LGAs. The atmosphere of revenge and 

resentment already in existence before now portends 

risk in the coming elections.  

Leading candidates may probably share the votes in 

Osun Central and Osun West – the APC and LP candi-

dates are from central, and the PDP and Accord party 

are from the West- By Implications, winners in these 

areas would most likely lead with marginal figures.  

Osun 
West

Osun 
East

Osun 
Central

Osun 
West

Osun
East

Osun
 Central

 97,290 
 7,588 

 132,821 

Others

 109,668 
 7,855 

 111,396 

Others

 85,789 
 5,549 

 150,467 

Others

 76,353 
 68,321 

 84,904 

83,887

60,775

 80,020 

 99,132 

 101,798 
66,431Others

Others

Others

2014 2018

Party Analysis in Previous Osun State Election.2.16

Osun 
West

Osun
East

Osun
 Central

63,358

38,068

26,627

2018

Party Analysis -Fraction of SDP Vote in the 2018 others.2.17
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• This study projects that there is a need to intensify awareness-raising efforts on the importance of peace-

ful elections for the electorates in all the LGAs, and recommends an integrated approach to peacebuild-

ing. There is a needto weave peacebuilding efforts into all areas, especially traditional and religious set-

tings towards transforming today’s protracted electoral tension into tomorrow’s sustainable peace

• All stakeholders, especially NPC, should continue engagements with major political actors and electoral 

stakeholders to get their commitments to a peaceful election early enough. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

KDI did a stakeholder mapping to reflect notable stakeholders with power/influence and interest that can help in mitigat-

ing violence across Ekiti and Osun states.

STAKEHOLDERS ANALYSIS MATRIX.

Peace 
Building
 Power

 Traditional Leaders
Religious Leaders

Community Leaders
Media

Political parties & candidates
Security Agencies 
Media

EMBs
CSOs
International Community

Citizens

Work with them closely
Engage & empower them

Carry them along
Monitor for change

Interest in the Electoral process

P
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b

u
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Ekiti North

Ekiti South

Ekiti Central

Osun West

Osun East

Osun Central

Traditonal leader

Political Leaders 

Political Candidate 

-Oluwo of Iwo 
-Timi of Ede

-Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, 
-Chief Bisi Akande

-Adeleke Adedamola Jackson Nurudeen (PDP)
-Akiande Akkanmu Ogunbiyi (Accord)

Traditonal leader

Political Leaders 

-Ataoja of Osogbo
-Orangun of Ila

-Prince Olagunsoye Oyinlola, 
-Chief Bisi Akande

Political Candidate 
-Adegboyega Isiaka Oyetola (APC), 
-Yussuff Sulaimon Lasun (Labour)

Traditonal leader

Political Leaders 

-Ooni of Ife
-Owa Obokun of Ijesa Land

-Senator Iyiola Omisore
-Barrister Wale Ojo
-Deputy Adeleke

Traditonal leader

Political Leaders 

Political Candidate

-Elekole of Ikole Ekiti
-Olusan of Isan Ekiti

Kayode Fayemi

Olusegun Adebayo Oni (SDP)

Traditonal leader

- Ogoga of Ikere
- Arinjale of Ise

Traditonal leader

Political Leaders 

-Ewi of Ado Ekiti
-Alawe of Ilawe  

-Deji Fasuan
-Ayo Fayose

Religious Leaders 

Opinion Leaders 

Rev. Felix Ajakaye

-Afe Babalola 
-Wole Olanipekun

Political Candidate
-Olabisi Kolawole (PDP)

Stakeholders Mapping: These are Stakeholders to Engage for Peace building 
towards the Elections.

2.18

Osun Stakeholders Mapping.2.19

Religious Leaders 
Alhaji Badu
(Chief Imam Araromi Central Religious Leaders 

-Rev. Dr. Paul Kolawole
(Osun Baptist Conference President)
-Baba Ifayemi Elebuibon
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Votebuying has become a widespread phenomenon in 

Nigeria since the last two election cycles.Though not an 

act of violence in itself, it could be a trigger for violence. 

In 2020 Edo State goverrship election, electorates 

were seen fighting one another over the money shared. 

Some electorates on the other hand beat up persons 

who brought money to the polling unit for sharing, de-

claring that they did not want the money. 

KDI explored some reasons from the survey why this 

has become widespread; these include,

1. Political parties and candidates have failed to 

build a brand that convinces voters that their 

electoral promises can be trusted. So, citizens 

prefer to willfully take the token (which they 

often regard as their share of the national cake) 

during electoral season. This has made vote 

buying to be entrenched.

2. Poverty: Many have considered the high rate of 

poverty in Nigeria as one of the major reasons 

why vote-buying is deep-rooted. 

KDI drew the trend of socio-economic data in Nigeria, 

especially Ekiti and Osun, to know what vote-buying 

would look like in the forthcoming elections.

• Based on the Fiscal sustainability index, an annu-

al release from Budgit Foundation in her State of 

States, Ekiti and Osun states have ranked low since 

2017.

• Between 2014 and 2019, the debt growth in Ekiti 

has been 214.04%, while in Osun, it is 240.02%

• As of 2020, Ekiti is the 18th most indebted state in 

Nigeria and Osun is the 10th most indebted state.

• Between January 2014 to March 2022- the con-

sumer price index grew by 162.1% in Ekiti State 

(from 152.7 to 400.2) and 172.6% in Osun State 

(from 156.3 to 426), according to the National Bu-

reau of Statistics.  The most obvious effect of this is 

that the value of money reduces optimally. With the 

general prices of goods and services persistently 

increasing and citizens’ incomes remain the same, 

they lose their purchasing power, and the general 

living standards fall drastically.

Additionally, comparing the debt profile of the states 

to their IGR, one would see a sharp difference. For in-

stance, the growth rate of the IGR in Ekiti is 129.5%, 

while its debt growth rate is 173.89%. Although Osun 

is a bit different, the growth rate of the IGR is 284.00%, 

while the debt profile grew at 262.11%.

“Between 2014 and 2020, these states’ Internal 

Generated Revenue (IGR) grew in an arithmetic 

progression, but their debt stock grew exponentially.

Excessive amounts of debt will hinder states’ capacity 

to invest in their financial prospects because their small 

income is spent on the repayment of loans. It is a chal-

lenge to economic development in the long term. In the 

case of these two states, the loans are used for social 

infrastructures. However, sustainability becomes an is-

sue in the long term.

‘‘KDI is predicting a widespread 

vote-buying in the forthcoming 

election. 

In previous elections, votes were bought between 

N1000 and N10,000. With the socio-economic situa-

VOTE BUYING.

IGR 
3.8bn to 
8.72bn

Debt Stock 
45.2bn to 
123.88bn

Ekiti 
State

IGR 
5.02bn to 
19.2bn

Debt Stock 
48.3bn to 
174.9bn 

Osun 
State

Fiscal Sustainability Index2.20

2017

35 34 31 35

2018 2019 2020

36 35 32 31

Ekiti State Osun State
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tion of the country and that of Ekiti and Osun states es-

pecially – vote-buying will most likely go below 1000 in 

some quarters, while some urban areas may be priced 

lower than 5,000.

At the moment, political parties and candidates have 

left internal vote-buying to get their party ticket to in-

stitutional inducement. Some include parading infor-

mal and community-based institutions and structures 

like informal workers and artisans. Candidates in both 

states are now distributing funds for artisans (Infor-

mal workers), and small-scale traders and coloring it 

as empowerment. KDI noted this in its first Ekiti and 

Osun pre-election environment assessment report . 

This institutional vote-buying has resulted in open en-

dorsements from different quarters, one of which is the 

National Union of Road Transport Workers (NURTW) 

and Iyalojas. 

With the elections getting closer, the NURTW, the lo-

gistics partner with which INEC signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding, is deepening its allegiance with the 

ruling party in Osun state. This open endorsement and 

declaration of its political affiliation; shows they are 

susceptible to influence. This shows that INEC needs to 

rethink its partnership for logistical arrangements.7

Furthermore, the idea of institutional vote-buying por-

tends a risk for the electoral landscape even from the 

pre-election phase. Often, the candidate-NURTW re-

lationship and exchange are with the leadership of the 

NURTW. Often, the followers who do not align with the 

political sentiment tend to go against the chairman’s in-

structions and that division brew clashes. Additionally, 

suppose a candidate secures the allegiance of NURTW. 

In that case, the other candidate will move to secure 

the commitment of the NURTW sister organization – 

The Road Transport Employers Association of Nigeria 

(RTEAN). This difference in political leaning most times 

heightens the existing rivalry between these organiza-

tions, leading to full-fledged violence. 

“Your vote counts: if your vote 
does not matter, why then do 
politicians struggle to buy it  

– Bukola Idowu

• The security agencies need to be trained on how to identify vote-buying. Special units like the financial 

intelligence unit need to be on alert to investigate and form a partnership with INEC to prosecute viola-

tors of fiscal-electoral laws.

• Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), National Ori-

entation Agency (NOA), and other stakeholders need to sensitize the electorates on the need to shun 

vote-selling as it constitutes electoral malpractice with an overall impact on the credibility of the process. 

• INEC needs to train its ad-hoc staff and officials on setting up the polling units to make it free from on-

lookers who may be there to cionfirm persons they paid cast their votes as expected.

• The political party agents should be sanctioned by appropriate anti-graft authorities for vote-trading and 

be advised to comport themselves at the polling unit to avoid interference with the process.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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TThis study revealed that more than two-thirds of the 

Ekiti and Osun state respondents are registered voters. 

However, almost half of these individuals did not vote 

on the election day. Often, this is regarded as voter ap-

athy by stakeholders, especially CSOs in Nigeria. No 

doubt, the electoral landscape in Nigeria is experienc-

ing low voter turnout.

Based on the understanding that an election is a cycle 

and not a day affair, they are not disinterested in the 

electoral process if the overwhelming majority turns 

out for voter registration. It is only that most eligible 

voters do not follow the whole election cycle process 

to the point of voting on election day. The current CVR, 

where about 3.1 million Nigerians had completed their 

registration in Osun and Ekiti, is a testament that Nige-

rians are not uninterested in elections. 

Expert reactions to this reveal that voters in Osun and 

Ekiti state are not following through the electoral pro-

cess from the voter registration stage to the election 

day because of the multi-stages before election day. 

This makes the process cumbersome and overwhelm-

ing for potential voters.

ASSESSING PUBLIC TRUST AND CITIZENS’ PERCEPTIONS 
ABOUT THE PREPARATION OF THE INDEPENDENT NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION AHEAD OF THE 2022 OSUN & EKITI 
STATES GOVERNORSHIP ELECTIONS.

Osun State Ekiti State

Are you a Registered Voter?

NO

12%

YES

88%

NO

21%

YES

79%

2.21

Did you Vote in the Last Governorship Election in your State?2.22

NO

53%
YES

47%
YES

NO

42%
58%

Osun State Ekiti State
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The decrease across all stages of the electoral process.

“Why are citizens not following 
through with the electoral process 
from the voter registration stage 
to the election day? Not because 

they are not interested, but what if 
Nigerians feel alienated.
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What is the Main Reason for not Voting in the Last Governorship
Election in your State? (Select all that applies)

2.23

Each of these phases of the electoral cycle has its chal-

lenges and ultimately makes the process unattractive. 

Some of the difficulties identified in voter registration 

include:

• The cumbersomeness of the registration and PVC 

collection processes: this can be in the form of 

• Long queues at the registration venue led 

among the reasons against the CVR exer-

cise. 

• The eligible registrants are often made 

to endure long distances, long lines, long 

waiting times, prolonged service time, and 

sometimes without success at the end of it 

all; voter fatigue seems inevitable.

• The registration process was too slow and 

too complex for citizens to endure;

• The procedure involving the collection of 

tallies was open to exploitation and abuse;

• The continuous voter registration proce-

dure was tedious and unbearably inconve-

nient;

• Delay on the queue on the election day due to ei-

ther the malfunction of electoral technology or in-

competence of the ad-hoc officers.

ISSUES IDENTIFIED DURING VOTING AND ACCREDITATION.

From the survery findings, repsondents stated their 

reasons for not voting in the last election. These in-

cludes- PVC not collected before the election, being 

an essential worker, and o PVC to vote, . The top three 

have to do with PVC or been an essential work on the 

election day. The current electoral system and deploy-

ment framework of most CSOs disenfranchises some 

individuals. These individuals include:

1. Election officer (Ad-hoc staff)

2. Election Observers 

The current electoral legal framework do not provide 

for early voting or mail-in voting. The election officials, 

security agents, and observers who sometimes travel 

away from their localities for election duties are often 

subtly disenfranchised. Therefore, it is essential that 

CSOs and EMBs need to have a deployment framework 

that deploys these individuals to their localities to en-

able them to vote since there is no provision for early 

voting.
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Top Four (4) difficulties Faced by those Voted in the Last Election? 
(Select all that applies).

2.24

Majority of the respondents in Ekiti and Osun believe 

that the forthcoming governorship elections in the two 

states would be challenged by a lack of accountability 

and transparency, violence, and government interfer-

ence this is because they do not believe that INEC is an 

independent body.

However, major (87.4%) of the respondents in both 

states believe that introducing Bi-modal Voter Accred-

itation System (BVAS) and other technologies by INEC 

will ameliorate some of these challenges. This shows 

acceptance of the new technology. Below are the top 

three expectations gathered from respondents in Ekiti 

and Osun States. 

ASSESSING THE PUBLIC’S PERCEPTION IN THE EXISTING 
ELECTORAL TECHNOLOGY.

Which of this do you Consider the Significant challenge to the Forthcoming 
Governorship Election in your State?

2.25

All of the Above

Lack of Accountability and
 Transparency during the 

Election Process

Government Interference

Violence

Use of Undeveloped or
 Bad Technology

Interference of 
Political Parties

The Incompetence of
 Electoral officials

55%

14%

11%

10%

5%

3%

3%

35%

21%

12%

15%

5%

12%

0%

Ekiti State

Osun State
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• The electoral process needs to be simplified – starting from registration to election day. This will make it less 

cumbersome. 

• It is high time that INEC considers full automation of registration and PVC collection so as to enable seamless 

and easier registration process.

• INEC needs to ensure that the ad-hoc officials are adequately trained on their roles and responsibilities to 

enable them perofm efficiently on Election Day.

• With the introduction of the BVAS as a replacement of the Smart Card Reader for voter authentication and 

verification, INEC should ensure that the BVAS works effectively to reduce the waiting times and prolonged 

service time as it could be a trigger for violence on Election Day. KDI also encourages INEC to intensify efforts 

to raise awareness to the electorates, of the new technologies that will be deployed for accreditation and 

voting and results transmission.  KDI advises the commission to ensure that all activities such as logistics in 

the election timetable are concluded ahead of time and communicated regularly with stakeholders.. This will 

aid more public trust in the commission and the election process.

• INEC should ensure that all logistical issues relating to the deployment of sensitive election materials and the 

commencement of the election are sorted ahead of time to avoid glitches tha could trigger violence during 

the election. 

• INEC should also ensure proper coordination with security agencies on their roles and responsibilities be-

fore, during, and after the election to ensure a successful election cycle in Ekiti and Osun states.

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Top 3 expectations of citizens 
on BVAS - I expect that***

BVAS and other tools will create 
room for more transparency

BVAS will make the election 
process faster 

BVAS and other tools will 
reduce electoral malpratices
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What are the issue that will Encourage the Electorate to 
Participate Actively in the Governorship Election?(Turnout)

Financial Gains

Popularity of Candidates

Economic Policies

Favourable Youth Policies

Food and Material Supplies

Internal Party Crises

27%
20%

19%
15%

18%
20%

16%
17%

11%
15%

9%
12%

What issue will Influece how People will Vote during the Upcoming 
Governorship Election in your State?(Voting Pattern)

2.26

2.27

Secured Election Environment

Closeness of Polling Unit to Voters’ Resident

Introduction of E-Voting

Financial Gain(Money)

Polpularity of Candidate

Just to fulfill Civil Study

Candidate with Superior Manifesto

Food and Material Suppies

Age of Candidate

25%
24%

18%
22%

13%
13%

13%
10%

9%

9%

9%

8%

8%

5%
5%

5%

2%
2%

Drawing the pattern from Volume 1 of the KDI 

Pre-Election Environment Assessment (Ekiti & Osun 

States), released in February 2022. The trajectory of is-

sues that will shape and influence how people vote and 

encourage the electorate to participate actively in the 

forthcoming governorship election has not changed. In 

February, the top 3 issues identified that could shape 

voting patterns were:

1. Financial gains

2. The popularity of candidates and 

3. Economic policies

Similarly, on issues that will encourage the electorate 

to participate actively in the forthcoming governorship 

election. The top three issues identified in February 

were:

1. Secure Election Environment

2. Proximityof the Polling Units to Voters’ Residence

3. Financial Gain (Money)

4. All of these have not changed in the current assess-

ment.  

ASSESSING ISSUES THAT WILL SHAPE AND INFLUENCE THE 
VOTING PATTERN AND VOTER TURNOUT.

Ekiti State Osun State

Ekiti State Osun State
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“The outcome of our turnout mod-
els then predicted a range from a 
low of 43.5% of eligible voters turn-

ing out to a high of 49% in Osun 
State, while a low of 39% to a high 

of 47% in Ekiti.

Building our forecasts starts by developing presiden-

tial and governorship turnout models in Ekiti and Osun 

during the 2011, 2014, 2015, and 2018 elections. This 

dependent variable was modelled around independent 

variables like the PVC collected and registered voters 

using linear regression. 

Beyond this, we considered factors like the environ-

ment’s security compared to Anambra state- Ekiti and 

Osun are relatively peaceful compared to the insecuri-

ty in Anambra State a few months to the election (See 

page 7). We also gauge the political consciousness of 

Ekiti and Osun indigenes in this study – it shows that 

Ekiti and Osun Indigenes understand the electoral pro-

cess and are attached to political issues. Additionally, 

due to previous experience of declining turnout on pre-

vious election days, CSOs have been all-out mobilizing, 

sensitizing, and encouraging to get out the vote. 

KDI’S PROJECTION ON TURNOUT IN THE FORTHCOMING 
GOVERNORSHIP ELECTIONS
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Most of the respondents indicated that they fully un-

derstand major electoral information, such as under-

standing the election processes and procedure, cre-

ation of new polling units, knowing where and how to 

get their Polling units, and understanding the specimen 

ballot paper. This shows the extent of political con-

sciousness in Ekiti and Osun states.

ASSESSING CITIZENS’ ELECTORAL KNOWLEDGE AND CIVIC 
EDUCATION FOR THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION

The Political Consciousness in Osun & Ekiti States Is High

Electoral Awareness2.30

77% 72% 75%

of the respondents in 
Ekiti and Osun states said
they are aware that INEC
created new polling units.

of the respondents in 
Ekiti and Osun states

know where their polling 
unit is

of the respondents in 
Ekiti and Osun states 

have seen a speciment 
ballot papaer before

Rating Public Understanding of the Election day Processes & Procedure2.31

of respondents in Ekiti and Osun
states have hear about Election 
Day processes and procedure in 
previous election before

of those that have heard
understood the election day 
processes and procedures

Fully Understood these process-
es and procedures

84%

87%

61%

51%
of the respondents in 
Ekiti & Osun states rate the just 
concluded CVR processes as 
laid out by INEC fair
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In conducting desk research on what is responsible for 

this hyper-alertness of the citizens of both states about 

the elections, it appears that the literacy level of the 

citizens cannot be disassociated from their political 

consciousness. Also, the synergy between EMBs and 

electoral stakeholders. Such as the CSOs.

 About 42% of the respondents in both states are not 

aware that Smart Card Reader (SCR) has been sub-

stituted with Bimodal Voters Accreditation Systems 

(BVAS).

INEC needs to do more on voter educaation, especially 

by introducing an integrated approach to voter educa-

tion to complement the social media update on CVR 

and the 4th quarter registration. Additionally, looking 

at the trajectory of invalid votes in previous elections 

in both Ekiti and Osun states- invalid vote increases as 

each election year goes by. 8

This calls for a serious review of what could be the root 

cause of this; ordinarily, citizens’ knowledge of the elec-

toral process is meant to be incremental. Still, as years 

go by, invalid votes equally grow. At the moment, it is 

difficult to determine whether these invalid votes were 

cast deliberately or by mistake. However, digging deep-

er, KDI deduced from a focus group discussion that one 

of the reasons for the increase in invalid votes, among 

many others, is widespread vote-buying. To clear their 

conscience, most voters will collect money from dif-

ferent political parties and thumbprints for the two 

political parties on a single ballot. Additionally, KDI 

discovered that most first-time voters are not target-

ed with the message of a how-to thumbprint, where to 

thumbprint, and how to fold after thumb printing. This 

alone contributes immensely to the increasing number 

of invalid votes as election year goes by.

It is important to state that invalid votes have the same 

impact on the election result as abstentions from vot-

ing. As elections are decided solely on clear and valid 

votes, invalid ballot papers and abstentions do not 

count towards the election results. 

Aside from those mentioned above, the citizen also 

gave their views on what INEC needs to do in civic and 

voter education; (see the top four citizens’ recommen-

dations to INEC on voter education strategy). While 

INEC is doing massively on social media and somewhat 

on traditional media, KDI calls on INEC to critically look 

into the citizens’ last two recommendations – the use 

of youth volunteers as long-term campaigners and in-

tegrated voter engagement. 

Are you aware that the 
Smart Card Reader has been 
Substituted for Bimodal
Voters Accreditation Systems?

2.32

58.1%

41.9%

58%

42%

YES

NO

OSUN EKITI

Invalid Votes in Osun- 2014 & 20182.34

32,7002014

2018 47,874

1999

2009

2014

2018

9,995

9,000

10,089

18,803

Invalid Vote in Ekiti Governorship 
Elections since 1999

2.33
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Invalid Votes in Osun -2014 & 2018 per LGA2.35
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Invalid Votes in Ekiti -2014 & 2018 per LGA2.36
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77%
Of the responses in 
both states, think 
Voters Education 
should start nothing 
less than 6 months to 
the election day

56%

51%

50%

50%

41%

41%

54%

59%

Recommended 
Massive Social Media 
Campaign

TV, Radio or Newspaper

Integrated Voter Engage-
ment - Using Religious and 

Traditional leaders

Recruiting Youth Volunteer-
ing a Long-term Capaigners

TV, Radio or Newspaper

Integrated Voter Engage-
ment -Using Religious and 

Traditional leaders

Recruiting Youth Volunteering 
a Long-term Capaigners

Recommended 
Massive Social Media 
Campaign

Top Four Citizen Recommendation 
for INEC as a Voter Education 
Strategy that will be Effective
in their Community? (Select all 
that Applies)

2.37

Osun State Ekiti State

1. There is a need for INEC to explore op-

tions and actions using research con-

cepts to gauge the public perception 

and Civil and Voter Education expecta-

tions in the forthcoming Governorship 

elections. This will help the commission 

structure targeted Civic and Voter Edu-

cation Program at the community levels. 

2. INEC need to replicate the National 

Youth Ambassadorial strategy at the 

state level; the commission should en-

deavor to localize this initiative and use 

local celebrities in each state to drive 

voter education. 

3. Civil society organizations should inten-

sify their voter sensitization, especially 

targeting first-time voters. 

4. Religious leaders should join their voic-

es to spread the message of the peaceful 

election using their platform.

5. As gatekeepers of the communities, tra-

ditional rulers must be engaged to use 

their platforms to reach out and sensi-

tize the citizens on the need for peaceful 

elections. Just like the Oba of Benin did 

in Edo State.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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INEC NEEDS TO STRATEGIZE AND PLAN ON BUILDING PUBLIC 
TRUST IN THE FORTHCOMING GOVERNORSHIP ELECTION.

Accessing the Public Perception of Integrity and Independence of INEC2.38

Of respondent in Ekiti and
Osun state, think INEC is
not truly independent

Of respondent believes that
INEC is susceptible to influence
and control of political parties

Will hold INEC responsible
if election is perceived to
have been rigged

67%

62%

51%

87% Of respondent in Ekiti
and Osun state, believes
that the forthcoming
election can be rigged

• Considering the findings highlighted in this report concerning the importance of INEC’s preparedness in elim-

inating threats to the election, KDI advises the commission to ensure that plans for the election are concluded 

ahead of time and laid out openly and transparently as this will aid more public trust in the commission and the 

election process.

• INEC should also ensure proper coordination with security agencies before, during, and after the election. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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