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KDI PRE-ELECTION ENVIRONMENT 
ASSESSMENT OF EKITI AND OSUN STATES

… assessing the pre-election security risks ahead of the elections.

Election Security Risk 
Assessment (ESRA) is 
KDI’s holistic assess-
ment of the pre-election 
environment towards 
identifying early warn-
ing signals and risks to 
the peaceful conduct 
and administration of 
an election. This as-
sessment is predicated 
on VTrack - KDI’s citi-
zen-led violence track-
ing initiative, to pro-
vide an impartial voice 
on violent incidents in 
Nigeria, primarily elec-
toral and armed con-
flict. This is done using 
a scientific approach to 
quantify and document 
the impact of insecuri-
ty and violent incidents 
on democratic stability 
and the electoral pro-
cess. 

• Qualitative Research 
Design- Information 
retrieved from 60 KDI 
long term observers 
and 60 experts.

• Representation across 
all the LGAs in Ekiti 
and Osun States

• Security of the Environment.

• Internal party democracy within the political parties.

• Political parties’ preparation for the election

• Citizens’ Political / Electoral Awareness

• Electoral Management Bodies Preparations

Assessment Design

Indicators Assessed

About ESRA

68%
25%

7%

Age Distribution of Respondents
(Ekiti & Osun States)

18-38 years 36-45 years 46 years and
above

71%

120

Gender Distribution of Respondents
(Ekiti & Osun States)

29%
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Key Findings
Security of the Environment.

other forms 
of violence

Kidnap Deaths

In comparison to Anambra as of this time (5 months)- a lot 

is ongoing in terms of violence (burning of INEC offices and 

police stations, anxiety and fear due to the activities of un-

known gunmen and the sit-at-home order from the Indige-

nous People of Biafra (IPOB) and the Eastern Security Net-

work (ESN)) compared to this, Ekiti and Osun states are 

relatively peaceful. 

This is also affirmed in the responses of the LTO and experts 

to the occurrence of political violence. However, the respon-

dents that believe there is one form of violence identified 

their top three predominant violence in the two states. 

38

13 18
11

31

132

3
16

2

Anambra

Ekiti

Osun

Ekiti StateOsun State

57.9%
63.2%

of the respondents/
LTO believes there is 
no political violence
in Osun state

of the respondents /
LTO believes there is 
no political violence
in Ekiti state

of the respon-
dents/LTO 
believes there 
is one form of 
violence or an-
other in Osun 

of the respon-
dents/LTO 
believes there is 
one form of vio-
lence or another 
in Ekiti state

42.1%
36.8%

Ekiti and Osun States are relatively peaceful in terms of politi-
cal violence, compared to Anambra State when it was five (5) 

months before the election.

Comparative View of the Disaggregat-
ed Violence Data in Ekiti, Osun and 

Anambra (5 months to Election Day)

Occurence of political violence

Other forms 
of Violence

Kidnap Deaths
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Desk research of these violence claims also reveals the situational condition of the two states, which is in tandem with 

the respondents’ beliefs. 

Ekiti

Inter Party Clashes

Intra Party Clashes

Kidnapping

Osun
Top Three (3) 
Predominant 
Violence in the 
two states

Cult Clashes

Communal Clashes
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Internal Party Democracy within the Political Parties.

Half of the respondents in Ekiti State believe that there 

have been internal party crises within the political par-

ties. The overwhelming majority (82%) from Osun state 

think that the two major political parties – APC and 

PDP are currently experiencing internal party crises.

Media reporting, desk research and observation of the 

political atmosphere of Osun State is consistent with 

the opinion put forward by the respondents. Godfa-

therism within the parties and the fight for party lead-

ership tops the factors responsible for the intra-party 

crisis that currently causes anxiety in the State. 

Intra Party Crisis is an issue in Osun State and Ekiti State.

Ekiti State
Osun State

82% Yes

18% No

50% Yes

50% No

Has there been internal party crisis within the political parties in your state?

Observable Issue of godfatherism – is 
either a rift between the immediate 
past governor and the current gov-
ernor OR current governor imposing 
their anointed candidates.

Sometimes, power tussles between 
the party chairman and the individ-
ual occupying the highest-ranking 
office in the party. The question is 
Who is the leader of the party? 

Sometimes the governors dictate for 
the party because they have access 
to resources, especially finances. The 
question again us Who Owns the 
Party? people or money bags

Few thoughts

What factors are 
responsible for 
these internal 
party crises?

Fight for Party
Leadership

Power Tussle
among Aspi-
rants

Exclusion of Certain 
Groups within the 
Party

Godfatherism 
within the Party
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Desk research and KDI’s observations on the conduct 

of the political party primaries in Ekiti states revealed 

a peaceful yet disorderly process. The primaries gave 

birth to many resentments from party chieftains due to 

lack of transparency and accountability in the process. 

The September 2021 State Party Congress conducted 

by the All Progressive Congress (APC) in Osun State 

has further shown the division within the party, as two 

congresses were conducted in the State. While one fac-

tion held its congress at the State’s township stadium, 

the other faction conducted its congress at the TOP 

Secretariat in Osogbo, the State capital. The parallel 

congress produced two state party chairmen and exec-

utives. The division within the party has not only result-

ed in spates of violence in the capital city of the State, 

but it has also seen members of the two factions taking 

swipes at one another. Hate speech has continued to be 

on the increase.

The Peoples Democratic Party is not left behind on the 

issue of internal party crisis. Although, unlike the APC 

crises, the PDP intra-party crisis have not degenerat-

ed into a full fledge acts of violence on the streets as of 

the time of this report. Godfatherism and power tussle 

among potential candidates continue to rock the party. 

Another issue causing rancour within PDP is the party’s 

leadership in the State. There have been arguments, 

counter-arguments, and a High Court decision and re-

jection of the court decision on who the State chairman 

of the party is.

Peaceful but Disor-
derly and Resentful

Violent and
Disorderly

Peaceful 
and Orderly

55.3%

34.2%

10.5%

Ekiti State
Party Primaries

Osun State
Party Congresses

50.9%26.3%

22.8%

These issues also reflected in party congresses and ekiti party primaries
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Faction within 
the politicals 
parties

Rise in the numbers 
of pre-election court 
cases

Likely consequences of these issues on political / electoral processes.

Violence

Defection - a form 
of potential for vio-
lence

50%
of the respondents think 
aggrieved party members 
may approach the court 
because the party consti-
tution was not followed in 
the internal processes.

All (100%) of the respondents (experts / LTO) in Osun 

state believe that the political parties are already pre-

paring for the election. 

In comparison, 95% of Ekiti respondents thought that 

the political parties were already preparing for the 

elections.

Ways in which political 
parties are visible in 
the two states

Political Parties’ Preparation for the Election

Pasting of posters

Stakeholder’s 
consultation

Rallies

Declaration 
of interest
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Interested candidates declared their interest in con-

testing the governorship election; stakeholders’ con-

sultations were also going on. Some respondents stat-

ed that aspirants had started their campaign by pasting 

campaign posters and erecting campaign billboards. 

This level of preparedness indicates that political par-

ties and politicians in Ekiti and Osun State are con-

sciously gearing up for the upcoming election. However, 

according to INEC’s timetable for the 2022 governor-

ship election in Ekiti and Osun States, the campaign in 

public is expected to commence on 20 March and 17 

April 2022, respectively. Flowing from respondents’ 

responses and eyewitness accounts throughout the 

States, It will appear that campaigns had been ongoing 

long before INEC released its timetable for elections in 

Osun State. Billboards of aspirants are seen scattered 

around the State. Aspirants are doing massive rallies to 

declare their readiness and intention to contest. Anoth-

er question begging for an answer would be if the mon-

ey already expended on financing the campaign would 

be considered or calculated alongside the amount spent 

at the official commencement of the campaign to deter-

mine if the party/candidate comply with the provisions 

of the electoral acts regarding campaign financing.

Photo Views of billboards already erected in the two states.

The Timeline & Schedule of Activities for 

the Ekiti and Osun Governorship Elec-

tions as released by INEC shows that the 

commencement of campaign by political 

parties in public will start:

In Ekiti – 20 March 2022 

In Osun – 17 April 2022

However, some political parties have 

started erecting billboards, pasting post-

ers and rallies. 

THIS IS COMPLETELY OUT OF THE INEC 

SCHEDULE.

Few thoughts



8 KDI Pre-Election Environment Assessment (Ekiti & Osun States) - Volume 1 - Feburary 2022

Citizens’ Political / Electoral Awareness

The Political Consciousness in Osun & Ekiti is High

Are you aware that 
INEC created new 
polling units?

Ekiti State

65.8% Yes

34.2% No

Are you aware that the electoral act 
is being amended?

If yes, do you know any of the provisions 
that are amended?

Internal Party Crises(Protest Vote)

Favourable youth policies

Food and material supplies

Economic Policies

Popularity of Candidates

Financial Gains 27% 24%

20%21%

15% 14%

17%13%

13% 9%

16%11%

010 1020 2030 3040 40 50

What issues will shape and influence how people will vote during the upcoming governorship 
election in your state? (Voting Pattern)

Ekiti

Osun

Osun State

79% Yes

21% Not Sure

Yes

NO

61%

39%
Yes
68%

NO
32%
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Suppose we judge from the previous turnout in the two 

states, the current data of completed voter registration 

(CVR), the relative peace in the two states as of this re-

port and the political consciousness of the indigenes. 

Turnout in the election would likely be impressive. The 

onus rest on INEC to ensure perfect logistical arrange-

ments; create awareness of the new polling units and 

their locations so that voters will know where their vot-

ing units had been moved to.

Most of the respondents predicted that turnout would likely be 
impressive. Therefore, they charged INEC to perfect her logistics 

arrangements for the elections.

Electoral Management Bodies Preparations

Secured Election Environment

Closeness of Polling  Unit to Voters’
 Residence

Financial Gain(Money)

Introduction of Electronic Voting

Popularity of Candidate

Candidate with Superior Agenda/
Policies/Manifesto

Food and Material Supplies

Just to fulfill Civic Duty

Age of Candidate

010 202030 0 1

What are the issues that will encourage the electorate to participate actively in the governorship 
election? (Turnout)

17%

13%

10%

13%

23%

10%

17%

9%

3%

3%

19%

12%

26%

5%

6%

5%

9% Ekiti

Osun

Ekiti State
2014

49% 43% 53% 45%

20142018 2018
Osun State

Previous Voter Turnout
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As of 31 January 2022, Osun State had recorded 

234,627 new registrants, which is the highest in the 

country. The number of completed registration in Eki-

ti state is also one of the top states in the southwest. 

It is an indication that the people are gearing up for 

the election. It then behoves INEC to do all possible 

to begin distribution of voters’ cards immediately and 

not wait till the last minutes as in the case of Anambra 

state. INEC need to ensure a top-notch preparation for 

logistics.

It was also noted that the likelihood of institutional 

vote-buying ongoing in the two states is high. An ex-

ample is an open endorsement of the National Union 

of Road Transport Workers (NURTW) for the sec-

ond-term bid of the incumbent governor of Osun State. 

The NURTW is the logistics partner with which INEC 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding. Suppose this 

body openly endorsed and declared its political affil-

iation; it shows they are susceptible to influence. This 

shows INEC needs to rethink its partnership for logisti-

cal arrangements.

Completed Registration (CVR) in South West, Nigeria at 7am 31st January, 2022

Osun
Oyo

Lagos
Ekiti

Ogun
Ondo

234,627
83,611
59,496
47,267
45,738
42,823

National Union of Road Transport Worker (NURTW) Endorsed the 
Incumbent Governor of Osun State for Second Term
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Analysis of the Top Political parties’ Aspirants in Ekiti State Party Pri-
maries and the Aspirants that have submitted their nomination forms in 
Osun State as of 11 Feb. 22.

Senator Biodun Olujimi, Adekemi Adewumi, Olumide-Ojo Olukemi and Deborah Alo 
are females governorship aspirants in the PDP primary election. However, Senator 
Olujimi pulled out of the race less than 24 hours to the election, citing compromise 
and gender bias as the reason behind her decision. N

o
te

:

NO FEMALE  ASPIRANT

NO PWD

8 MALES

EKITI STATE - APC

3 MALES

NO FEMALE ASPIRANT

NO PWD

OSUN STATE - APC

8 MALES

4 FEMALES

NO PWD

EKITI STATE - PDP

6 MALES

NO FEMALE ASPIRANT

NO PWD

OSUN STATE - PDP



• INEC should ensure that PVCs are distributed early enough against the Anambra Situation where PVC distribution 

started late.

• INEC should ensure that logistical arrangements are perfect due to the envisaged high voter turnout.

• Early mobilization of security agencies to curb some of the identified security threats (early warning signals) before 

election day, and there should also be a collaboration between the various security agencies.

• Security Agencies should be trained on mitigating violence without violating human rights. Also, they need to be 

trained on how to identify vote-buying.

• CSOs should ensure a massive voter education campaign, especially on PVC collection.

• The political parties should stick to the rules (Constitution, Electoral Act & INEC guidelines). This will lessen any 

tension in the political and electoral landscape.

• The conflict resolution mechanism within the political parties should be strengthened to curb the escalation of inter-

nal conflict. Thereby reducing the level of pre-election litigation, tension, and violence tendencies.

• There is a need for effective oversight from INEC on the political parties adhering to the schedule of activities, espe-

cially public campaigns.

• Campaign finance needs to be monitored; most aspirants have started expending funds

Recommendations

Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI) is a youth-focused non-profit, non-partisan, non-governmental 

organization. KDI inspires citizen-led democratic development anchored on participation, data-driv-

en advocacy, strong democratic institutions, and public policies. We do this by building informed and 

active citizens through capacity development, advancing public policies, data-driven advocacy, and 

reforms that give a more supportive environment for citizen-led development. KDI has administrative 

structures and partners in all the 36 states of Nigeria and has implemented State, Regional, and Nation-

al Projects in the past.
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Find out More

+234 8103947690
www.kdi.org.ng
info@kimpact.org.ng

Twitter.com/KDI_ng
Instagram: @KDI_ng
www.facebook.com/kdinigeria
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