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of COVID-19 across African countries towards cross-national learning. This is to certify that all the views expressed in 

this document accurately reflect our analytical opinions based on the interviews conducted with the 25 GenDem Alumni 

and young Africa Leaders across 13 African countries. While due diligence has been done in preparing this document, 

KDI shall take no responsibility for errors or any views expressed herein for actions taken because of information provid-

ed in this report.
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The project – UNRAVELED saw the importance of creating a platform for cross-national learning during global emergen-

cies when it came to the fore that some African countries, such as Egypt and Nigeria, were recording a higher number of 

COVID-19 cases than some others. The pandemic COVID-19 hit the world and spread like wildfire to almost all the world’s 

nations, including the African nations. The pandemic became dreaded by all concerns as there was no known cure to com-

bat it. However, governments across African countries managed the pandemic using various strategies with support from 

international, corporate, and individual donors to cushion the effect. Through innovative responses, young persons built 

resilience in support of their government to recover their countries from the overwhelming impact of the pandemic. At 

the time, some African countries like the Gambia were able to keep the number of fatalities arising from the pandemic at a 

single-digit when others had recorded hundreds of deaths. It was necessary to determine the different management strat-

egies and techniques used by various African countries to prevent and combat the pandemic and provide this information 

to others who had been less successful in their fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. This project was necessary as there 

was a need to learn from one another.

The project, which spanned six (6) months, used a qualitative approach. The project interviewed twenty-five (25) GenDem 

members and young African leaders across 13 African countries to obtain their views and perspectives on the govern-

ment responses and management strategies and young person’s innovative responses to the management of COVID-19 in 

their respective countries. The discussions with the GenDem member and young African leaders were originally a podcast 

shared on various podcast platforms and broadcasted live on Radio Access. After all the interviews had been conducted 

and all information gathered. The project did a comparative analysis and study of the effective management of COVID-19 

by governments. And innovative responses of young persons across Africa and the tracked transparency, accountability, 

and effects of relief funds generated by African countries to combat the pandemic. These were hosted on different podcast 

platforms and circulated on various social media platforms to benefit citizens and the government and governments alike.  

The podcast production upon which this analysis was made is made possible with the support of Generation Democracy 

of the International Republican Institute (IRI). Special thanks to David Woods, Meryl Miner, and Sunday Alao for their 

excellent support during the implementation of the project. Also, my fellow GenDem alumni that were interviewed during 

this work, thank you for your time.

I would like to appreciate the collaborative effort of the Kimpact Development Initiative and Radio Access team for adding 

value to this work. I believe that this work will encourage cross-national learning towards effective management of any 

crisis in the future.

 

                      Bukola Idowu

            Executive Director

  Kimpact Development Initiative

Preface
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01
Introduction

“The Coronavirus is 
a very diplomatic 
disease; it travels across 
continents without a 
visa, and it doesn’t care 
about your financial 
status. It attacks 
everybody.”

Oumou Amam Kane
Mauritania.
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The spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has 

led to an unprecedented health crisis in countries 

worldwide. The situation has been unusual, taking an 

enormous toll on humanity, disrupting lives and liveli-

hoods. How we live and interact with each other, how 

we work and communicate, how we move around and 

travel. Every aspect of our lives has been affected. 

As reports of COVID-19 emerged from Wuhan, China, 

in December 2020, Nations started to prepare for the 

emergence of the virus. When the news of COVID-19 

blazing through Asia, the United States, and Europe; 

Many feared that this could hit Africa badly, Africa re-

corded its index case in Egypt on 14 February 2020.1 

Global Public Health Experts, Epidemiologists, and 

even Africans were worried Africa could be the epicen-

ter given the healthcare systems vulnerabilities. With 

African’s crowded cities, community transmission be-

comes inevitable, and within three months, the virus 

had reached most parts of the continent.

 

The U.N. Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) in 

April 2020 predicted up to 300,000 deaths even under 

the best-case scenario, and under the worst-case sce-

nario with no interventions against the virus, Africa 

could see 3.3 million deaths and 1.2 billion infections.2 

Any of the scenarios would overwhelm Africa’s essen-

tially fragile and underfunded health systems. All of 

these projections stimulated the response of African 

leaders the moment the virus began to spread across 

the continents.  As of 9 July 2020, Africa had 502,198 

confirmed cases.3 The government across Africa man-

aged the pandemic using various strategies with sup-

port from international, corporate, and individual do-

nors to cushion the effect. Young people are also not 

left out as they build resilience and support the recov-

ery of their countries. 

As of June 2020, some African countries have recorded 

hundreds of fatalities due to loads of factors. However, 

some countries like The Gambia have been able to keep 

the number of deaths at a single digit.4  Studying what 

some of these countries have done, amplifying it to oth-

er African countries using the instrumentality of digital 

media will aid learning and possibly re-strategizing to 

effectively combat COVID-19 in other African counties 

that have recorded a high number of cases. Hence, the 

need for Unraveled.  

Introduction
Exploring youth’s views on COVID-19
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02
Unraveled 

Podcast

“Covid-19 has led to 
the constriction of 
our economy, the tax 
breakdown by the 
government was a 
great help.”

Andrew Mdala
Malawia
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Unraveled used the instrumentality of digital media to 

comparatively analyze and study the effective manage-

ment of COVID-19 by governments across Africa. Also, 

to share information on the response strategy that 

could aid cross-national learning and better respond to 

COVID-19.

Twenty-five (25) Gen-Dem alumni and young African 

leaders across 13 African countries were interviewed 

on an internet radio platform - Radio Access. Discus-

sion centered on the management of COVID-19 in their 

respective countries. Also, the discussion earmarked 

youth-led responses across the African countries. 

This discussion was broadcasted live on Radio Access. 

These broadcasts were later produced into podcast 

episodes that elicited the comparative analysis of the 

management of COVID-19 by the government, track 

accountability, and effects of relief funds from the gov-

ernment. Furthermore, these podcasts were produced 

into transferrable formats and hosted on different pod-

cast platforms for citizens and the government to listen 

to and for reference.

Additionally, Bukola Idowu, Radio Access and Kimpact 

Development Initiative (KDI) social media platforms 

circulated these episodes, bringing the discussion on 

accountability and transparency of COVID-19 relief 

funds to the front burner.

Unraveled Podcast
02

Unraveled, a podcast series 
and radio show based on 
deeply researched content 
that analyzes statewide 
issues and policies in Africa. It 
amplifies youth-led responses 
amid global emergencies 
in African countries and 
helps cross-national learning 
of Emergency Response 
Strategies. Unraveled is 
powered by Access Media 
Network and supported 
by Generation Democracy 
(GenDem) of the International 
Republican Institute.
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About Generation Democracy 
(GenDem)

Generation Democracy is a global coalition of 330 

members from 72 countries dedicated to empowering 

young people to participate in political and governing 

processes.

GenDem facilitates the exchange of ideas, experi-

ences, and best practices across the world to ensure 

that youth have a stronger voice in decision-making. 

Through GenDem, young people are building the lead-

ership skills needed to become the next generation of 

democratic actors in their communities and countries, 

leading to more robust and youth-friendly policies. 

Radio Access (www.accessmediang.live) is an impartial 

and independent online radio that combines the power 

of audio, design, and technology to bring together in-

formative and development contents from around Afri-

ca. With unbiased views on issues of public interest and 

deeply researched contents, Radio Access grants citi-

zens access to statewide information that can easily ex-

plore. Working with development experts, media pro-

fessionals, storytellers, truth seekers, designers and IT 

experts, Radio Access’ mission is to update, engage and 

empower Africans with distinctive content and anal-

ysis of happenings around Nigeria and Africa at large. 

This digital platform can be accessed across the globe.

Radio Access, is the brainchild of Kimpact Develop-

ment Initiative (KDI). KDI is a youth-focused nonprofit, 

and nongovernmental organization that inspires citi-

zens-led democratic development that is anchored on 

the principles of participation, data-driven advocacy, 

strong democratic institution, and public policies.

Andrew Mdala 
Malawi

“The unique thing 
about covid-19 is 
that there is no 
discrimination.”

Drissa Soulama 
Ivory Coast

“The covid-19 has led 
youth into being more 
innovators.”
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03
Youth-led Responses to 

COVID-19 in Africa

“The COVID-19 
pandemic showed 
the importance of 
the social media; 
young Africans are 
on social media 
platform connecting 
and sensitizing fellow 
youth.”

Oumou Amam Kane
Mauritania
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03
Globally, young people are taking action to prevent 

the spread of coronavirus and mitigate its impact on 

humanity. Young people have shown their resourceful-

ness, creativity, vastness, and passion since the advent 

of COVID-19. In Africa, the continent home to the most 

significant number of youths worldwide, the scenario is 

not different from other developed landscapes. Young 

people in Africa have emerged as leading agents of 

communities’ responses to COVID-19. The youth did 

not just act as ordinary onlookers or citizens divest 

of strength, but on the contrary, young people took 

the bull by the horn to give it a name. They reacted as 

front-line responders, tackling the spread of the virus 

and mitigating the many consequences of the pandem-

ic. Also, Africa young innovators launched initiatives to 

support their communities in different ways.

The study showed that as the health crisis continues 

to spread globally, some remarkable youth-led initia-

tives and responses worth mentioning fight against the 

coronavirus. For example, Timi Olagunju, a GenDem 

member in Nigeria, revealed that a team of young inno-

Youth-led Responses
to COVID-19 in Africa

Michael Asudi
 Kenya

“Youth-led responses to 
COVID-19 are happening in 
Kenya; the challenge is mainly 
on coordination and unified 
approach that is currently liberal.”
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vators in Benue State built Solar Powered Ventilators. 

A tech blog in Benue state, Towncryer, confirmed this 

story, stating that these young men’s mission is to de-

sign a ventilator built with materials that can be easily 

obtained in communities where high-tech equipment 

like 3D printers are not present.5 Furthermore, a group 

of young men in Gombe State also developed ventila-

tors.6 In Oyo State, Nigeria, Tolulope Olukokun, the 

founder of Thinkelectric Africa, also locally fabricated 

a ventilator7 in his workshop while the world searched 

for the medical equipment to help COVID-19 patients 

with severe symptoms breathe.

Additionally, a youth-driven technology innovation hub 

called the Co-creation Hub partnered with the African 

CDC to develop innovative communication-related 

apps focused on delivering vetted information in vari-

ous African languages. 

Unraveled showed that in Malawi, Ghana, Uganda, Li-

beria, Gambia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, and other Afri-

can countries, the hand-washing equipment, a luxury 

for many communities worldwide, became one of the 

fundamental needs and drivers of the youth responses 

against COVID. For instance, in Ghana, young engineer 

Ricard Kwarteng invented a  hand-washing sink pow-

ered by solar energy, recycling a barrel, which pours out 

soap upon detection of human hands to attract people 

to wash their hands.8 

Another remarkable example is a young scientist in 

Cote d’Ivoire, which contributed to developing a hand 

sanitizer associated with an awareness campaign trans-

lated into seven local languages to stop fake news.

The Know COVID-19 initiative9 in Nigeria is another 

initiative from young Nigerian fighting against disinfor-

mation and misinformation and spreading preventive 

measures. Youth across Africa also mobilized to pro-

duce locally made protective masks, distribute them 

freely to marginalized communities. For example, in 

Malawi, young people used music to spread the preven-

tive measures of COVID-19. 

Over 90% of the discussants on Unraveled make it 

known that the level of self-acclaimed success in the 

fight against COVID-19 that Africa has cannot be dis-

associated from the efforts of youth leading the fight. 

However, the situation in Zimbabwe looked a bit bleak. 

Sitabile Dewa made it known during the podcast series 

that COVID-19 badly hit the young people in Zimba-

bwe. Youth in Zimbabwe make up most of the informal 

economy. Before the pandemic, the youth age 18-34 

were estimated to account for some 60 percent of the 

country’s unemployed, according to the Labour and 

Economic Development Research Institute of Zimba-

bwe (LEDRIZ). “The country’s economy is going through 

a structural regression where it is deindustrializing.” As 

manufacturing ebbed down, informal work has swelled. 

Of the 1.5 million people in paid employment in Zimba-

bwe, LIDREZ estimates 1.4 million jobs in the informal 

economy.10 Dewa stated that most youths are discour-

aged by the county’s lack of prospects, and COVID-19 

only made the unresponsiveness more glaring. This was 

also supported by Ashton Bumhira, a GenDem member 

in Zimbabwe. He substantiated the claim that the ma-

jority of young people in Zimbabwe survive from hand 

to mouth.

Dr. Gideon Baah
Ghana

“Young Ghanaians are evolving 
in their social interventions and 
innovation.”
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Winne Akidi
Uganda

“The Emergence of the 
Pandemic has brought about 
the Emergence of African youth 
innovation.”

Sitabile Dewa
Zimbabwe

“For you to be innovative, 
you need resources.” 

Chimwemwe Kaonga
Malawi

“Youth contributed hugely to 
the success in the fight against 
COVID-19.”
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04
Can Africa Boast of a 

Successful Fight 
against COVID-19?

“Having more people 
survive COVID-19 than 
people that die from it is 
simply success.”

Dr. Abosede Lewu
Nigeria



16

Africa defied many predictions during the COVID-19 

pandemic’s first wave. The continent’s success can be 

ascribed to a rapid, coordinated response among Af-

rican leaders, experience with infectious diseases, an 

aggressive campaign to combat misinformation, and 

community engagement in the response. Despite all 

projections and worst-case scenarios, African remains 

one of the continents with the lowest number of con-

firmed cases and recorded fatalities due to COVID-19.

Health ministers from across Africa assembled early in 

2020 to establish a unified strategy for combating the 

pandemic. The plan focused on three pillars: 

• preventing severe acute respiratory syndrome 

coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) transmission, 

• averting deaths, and 

• avoiding social and economic harm11

The plan led most African countries to ban travelers 

from countries with ongoing outbreaks by the end of 

March 2020, according to a  report  in  Nature Medi-

cine  by Nkengasong and other African leaders. Local 

restrictions on travel and gatherings followed through-

out the spring.12

Each of the discussants from the 25 African countries 

CAN AFRICA BOAST OF A 
SUCCESSFUL FIGHT AGAINST 
COVID-19?

04
“The lack of Covid-19 testing in Africa 
has undermined Africa’s success. The 
new drive and test approach, will be 
an effective testing method.”

Timi Olagunju
 Nigeria
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04
Categorization of infectious disease control 

measures used in most countries
Voluntary/Advisory Compulsory/Mandatory

Measures targeted 
at identifiable 
individuals or 
facilities

Actions and behaviors among 
identified or suspected cases, and 
contacts of cases:

•	 Hygiene measures 
(including wearing 
facemasks)

•	 Physical distancing (i.e., 
measures to reduce the 
degree and frequency 
of physical proximity 
with other people, 
including working from 
home)

•	 Isolation or quarantine

Actions and behaviors required of identified or suspected cases, 
and contacts of cases:

•	 Hygiene measures (including wearing facemasks)
•	 Physical distancing (i.e., measures to reduce the 

degree and frequency of physical proximity with 
other people, including working from home)

•	 Isolation or quarantine
 
Closure of identifiable premises deemed to be a confirmed or 
potential source of infection

Measures applied 
indiscriminately 
to a general 
population or area

Actions and behaviors in the 
general population(s):

•	 Hygiene measures (as 
above)

•	 Physical distancing (as 
above)

•	 Refrain from non-
essential travel

•	 Avoid gatherings of 
people

Actions and behaviors in general populations:
•	 Hygiene measures (as above)
•	 Physical distancing (as above)

 
Geographic containment, home confinement, prohibition 
of gatherings and closure of establishments and premises.

The table was adapted from http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003319

acknowledged their government’s efforts at one point 

or the other. All governments either responded with a 

partial or complete lockdown; and this resulted in the 

shutting down of all activities and services except those 

defined as essential such as health care and law en-

forcement. Most governments mandated wearing face 

masks and limited social gatherings towards maintain-

ing social distancing at the community level.  (see annex 

1)

However, most Nigerians view at least some of these 

measures are reactionary, which does not show that we 

are better prepared to combat the pandemic. 

“Reactionary measures that don’t 
consider the current situation in the 
country can create an economic 
meltdown.”

Bola Abimbola
Nigeria
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Andrew Mdala from Malawi stated that some other 

factors could likely be responsible for the low fatality 

in Africa. He noted that the experiences from the man-

agement of previous pandemics and epidemics that Af-

rica has faced have helped manage COVID-19. Africa 

has experienced Ebola Virus Disease (EVD), Meningitis, 

and Lassa fever. Jeremy Titoe from Liberia agreed that 

over 5000 died due to EVD Outbreak between 2014-

2016. This experience spurred Liberians to keep to the 

COVID-19 guidelines, and the EVD experience was 

referenced during the sensitization against COVID-19. 

Drissa Soulama from Ivory Coast also aligned his 

thoughts with this claim that exposure to the previous 

epidemic has made us resilient. 

Most discussants from Nigeria, Malawi, Sierra Leone, 

Uganda, Mauritania, Ghana, and Kenya claimed that 

the hydroquinone and immunization Africans received 

at a young age against malaria and polio played a con-

siderable role in the low fatalities. The discussants all 

stated that even though the malaria theory has not 

been scientifically proven, we cannot disassociate 

these low fatalities from the immunizations and med-

icine as Africans.

“Without the help of youth in fighting 
Covid-19, African wouldn’t have the 
success they had.”

Rahabel Nantoume
Mali

“Without youth cooperation on the 
fight against COVID-19, we can’t 
achieve success.”

Ahmad Usman 
Nigeria

“I feel it has to do with how strong our 
immune system is because we deal 
with different illnesses and diseases 
from time to time.”

Amina Yahaya
Nigeria
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During the interview, many participants concluded 

that Africa has a deficiency in data management; many 

believe that the cases were being underreported. All 

podcast guests agreed to this argument. Timi Olgunju 

and Bola Abimbola from Nigeria believe that data man-

agement is ground-leveled in Nigeria and other African 

countries. However, the question from Kokou Noah 

from Togo and P.Y Asare from Ghana is, “Aren’t we sup-

posed to see people across African countries falling 

dead on the streets or mass burial going on?” looking 

at the fatality and virulence of the COVID-19 in oth-

er continents. They think either something is peculiar 

about Africans or how the virus outbreak was handled, 

and these peculiarities need to be unraveled.

“Aside from COVID-19, Africa has 
other pandemics and epidemics 
it’s dealing with, such as Ebola, 
Meningitis, and Lassa fever. This has 
helped in the management of the 
pandemic.”

“If we are recording a low number 
of cases, well. In that case, it might 
not be an avenue to call it success 
because that could also directly 
mean that it is because we are not 
doing enough testing, so we cannot 
know the number of people who have 
the virus as to a specific period.”

Andrew Mdala
Malawi

Amina Yahaya
Nigeria

“Religious beliefs played its part in 
the non-compliance to the Covid-19 
guidelines as people believed God 
would protect and heal them for the 
Virus.”

Oumou Amam Kane 
Mauritania
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05
Transparency and Accountability

 of COVID-19 Support Fund

“Transparency is not 
rocket science, and 
the least educated 
person must be able 
to access information, 
process information 
and arrive at the stage 
of understanding the 
information.”

Bola Abimbola
Nigeria
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Governments in Africa are making efforts to limit the 

devastating economic impact of the pandemic. Govern-

ment resources are under strain; more support is need-

ed. International donors, philanthropists, the private 

sector in many African countries have stepped up to 

help fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Devex COVID-19 funding Analysis showed that 

Since January 2020, Devex has tracked over 96 specific 

assistance actions (non-reimbursable) worth $2.1 bil-

lion and 35 loans and other sovereign and non-sover-

eign operations worth $22 billion in West and Central 

Africa.13

• Nigeria - $4.809b

• Ghana - $1.207b

• Gambia - $57.1m

• Sierra Leone - $54.15m

• Uganda - $56.64m

• Mali - $46.2m

• Ivory Coast - $939.6m

• Togo - $129,000

• Liberia - $44.8m

• Mauritania - $104.5m

The data focused on development flows: you will find tra-

ditional bilateral funding, domestic resource mobilization 

efforts from global south authorities, and relevant private 

donations from local and international foundations, 

philanthropists, and corporations.

Demanding accountability from officials on these gen-

erated funds is imminent, and citizens’ access to this in-

formation is vital. Unraveled looked at this aspect, and 

all the discussants except Nigerians opined that there 

is no portal or platform where their government spend-

ing can be tracked. Timi Olagunju and Amina Yahaya 

from Nigeria cited the #FollowTheCOVID19Money 

initiative has been following the COVID-19 support 

given to the Nigerian government. However, they are 

only aware such initiatives exist and do not follow the 

initiative on a regular basis.

Corruption in Africa is endemic; most of the discussants 

revealed this during the podcast. Some countries have 

reported corruption, theft, and mismanagement of 

Covid-19 response funds and other incentives meant 

to mitigate the impacts of the disease. For example, 

an audit report revealed that government officers had 

misspent about $1.3 million of the funds through pro-

curement and allowance irregularities in Malawi.

Transparency and Accountability
 of COVID-19 Support Fund
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Things are no different in Kenya; the state-run Ken-

ya Medical Supplies Agency (KEMSA) was under fire 

over allegations that officials, and individuals in private 

business pocketed $400 million in public money ear-

marked for medical equipment needed fight against 

coronavirus.14 In April 2020, Nigeria received US$3.4 

billion in emergency financial assistance from the IMF 

to support its COVID-19 response. Two months later, 

Nigeria’s federal government announced a US$6 billion 

stimulus. However. Nigeria’s National Bureau of Sta-

tistics (NBS) found that by 16 July, just 12.5 percent of 

the poorest quintile of respondents had received some 

form of food assistance since the pandemic began15. 

CivicHive revealed through the Bureau of Public Pro-

curement that the federal health ministry had spent 

$96,000) on 1,808 ordinary face masks.16 Four top 

Ugandan government officials were arrested in 2020 

after being accused of inflating Covid-19 relief food 

prices. It is alleged they were arrested for causing the 

Ugandan government to run at a loss of $528,000.

It is flagrant that corruption thrives in most African 

countries during the pandemic, and this was fueled by 

a lack of transparency and accountability of elected 

officials. Also, discussion on the Unraveled shows that 

citizens are not helping matters; they feel unconcerned 

about governance issues. The majority are not curious 

to know how the government spends these support 

funds; if no one is demanding accountability, African 

leaders also weaponize this by shrouding most fiscal 

information intentionally. 

“Even in cases of emergency, proper 
procurement process must be 
followed, and audit processes must 
be conducted.”

 Kamara Alphazo 
Young African Leaders Initiative, Sierra Leone

Transparency and accountability of 
funds have been a significant and 
common issue in Africa countries.

Kokou Noah
Young African Leaders Initiative, Ghana
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06
Conclusion & 

Recommendations

“Africa can beat 
COVID-19, we are 
only suffering from 
misplaced priority 
and corruption.”

Sitabile Dewa  
Zimbabwe
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African youth did not take the back seat in the fight 

against COVID-19 and young people led the fight 

against COVID-19 from the front. Young Africans 

launched several innovations when the continent 

needed it most. Many times, Africans depend on Eu-

rope and America for aids and supplies during human-

itarian and health emergencies. Even so, in the case of 

COVID-19, these world giants grapple with insufficient 

medical supplies. Young people in African started using 

local materials to fabricate medical equipment such as 

ventilators that are scarce commodities globally.

Furthermore, when the cost of facial masks and alco-

hol-based sanitizer sky-rocketed and were not easily 

accessed in the market, young Africans started im-

provising with fabrics which were later approved by 

WHO as a source control mechanism.17 This resilient 

act of young people made masks accessible to many 

unreached communities and less expensive. Yet, dis-

cussants believed that governments are not partnering 

adequately with young people. International agencies 

and non-governmental organizations facilitated most 

supports and dialogues.  

More so, governments across African countries were 

swift in announcing the closure of public places and 

mobility restrictions, with partial and total lockdowns. 

Even though there are diverse opinions on this, some 

said the governments should have taken a bit of time to 

study the virus before announcing restrictions bearing 

in mind the feeble state of the African state’s economy. 

In addition, the early closure led to the high econom-

ic contraction experienced by most countries. Some 

opined the African governments were only emulating 

the developed nations, where the fatality rate is dif-

ferent. At the same time, some believed governments 

across African countries were late in responding with 

preventive measures and policies. However, most of 

the discussants thought the government responded 

early, and that this promptness helped to reduce com-

munity transmission.

Likewise, on transparency and accountability, the view-

points of most discussants were that corrupt practices 

thrived in most African countries during COVID-19. 

Unraveled recommends that:
• Governments in African countries should do more 

by including young people in the decision-making 
process for policies that directly or indirectly affect 
them.

• Governments across African countries should 
partner more with young people to harness and 
hone their skills and innovativeness for the conti-
nent’s development.

• Governments across the African continent should 
synergize towards creating a platform or network 
that will aid cross-national learning and promote 
sustained youth development dialogue. This can 
be done regionally, and the GenDem model can be 
employed.

Conclusion & Recommendations

06
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• Young persons in African should continually 
demonstrate their resilience and innovativeness 
at all points, even beyond health emergencies. This 
will help the swift development of the continent 
considering the youthful population of Africa.

• African youth should be willing and intentional to 
demanding accountability from elected officials.

• Governments across African countries should also 
consider War against Indiscipline and corrupt prac-

tices since most African countries have anti-cor-
ruption laws. They should live to the expectation.

• International and national non-governmental or-
ganizations should ensure that youth development 
and youth political participation discussions are 
brought to the fore burner of development dis-
course.

S/N Last Name First Name Country Sector (Government or Political 
Party or Civil Society or 
Journalism)

Gender
(M/F)

1 Olagunju Timi Nigeria Civil Society/Policy Analyst M

2 Yahaya Amina Nigeria Civil Society F

3 Mdala Andrew Malawi Civil Society M
4 Dewa Sitabile Zimbabwe Civil Society F
5 Kane Oumou Mauritania Civil Society F

6 Dan’Asabbe Umar Nigeria Civil Society M

7 Akidi Wiññie Uganda Civil Society F

8 Abimbola Bola Nigeria Civil Society M

9 Baah Gideon Ghana Medical Consultant M

10 Asudi Micheal Kenya Civil Society M

11 Jeremy Titoe Liberia Business Development Advisor M
12 Noah Kokou Togo Diplomat M

13 Drissa Soulama Ivory Coast Civil Society M

14 Chimwemwe Kaonga Malawi Civil Society M

15 Kamara Alphazo Sierra Leone Civil Society/Journalist M

16 Rahabel Nantoume Mali Civil Society F

17 Abosede Lewu Nigeria Civil Society/ Medical Consultant F

18 Michael P.Y. Asare Ghana Civil Society M

19 Ahmad Usman Nigeria Academia M

20 Bumhira Ashton Zimbabwe Civil Society

21 Demiano Masesa Uganda Civil Society

22 Fatty Bakary Gambia Civil Society M

23 Lovell Bai Sierra Leone Agriculturist

24 Kemo Bojang Gambia Civil Society M

25 Femi Olanipekun Nigeria Civil Society/Journalist M

Contributors / Young Africa Leaders Interviewed
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Annex 1: Forms of lockdown measures in some Africa
      countries 
Nigeria 

• 23/3- suspension of international air passenger 

travel is still in force.

• 25/3 – closure of schools, colleges, and universi-

ties.

• 30/3– countrywide prohibition of gatherings/

closures: (i) religious buildings; (ii) non-essential 

shops; (iii) restaurants, bars, and cafes; (iv) recre-

ational parks and facilities.

• 30/3–home confinement in Lagos, Abuja, Delta, 

and Ogun states for 2 weeks, and then extended 

for another 2 weeks.

• 1/4–delta state announces home confinement and 

a dawn-to-dusk curfew.

• 16/4 – home confinement in Kano state for 1 week.

• 21/4 – home confinement in Taraba state.

• 23/4 – interstate travel restrictions announced 

across the country.

• In other states, varying degrees of geographic con-

tainment.

• 27/4–relaxation of lockdown in Lagos, Abuja, and 

Ogun States.

• 30/4–relaxation of lockdown in Delta State.

Ghana – 21/3/2020

• National borders are closed to international travel-

ers. There were travel restrictions in and out of Ac-

cra and Kumasi during the lockdown, except peo-

ple traveling with essentials, including food crops.

16/3

• Prohibition of gatherings of more than 25 persons. 

• Closures: (i) schools, colleges and universities; (ii) 

religious buildings; (iii) non-essential shops; (iv) 

restaurants, bars and cafes; (v) recreational parks 

and facilities.

20/4–

• Businesses and other workplaces are allowed to 

reopen with physical distancing and hygiene proto-

cols. However, the ban on gatherings and closure of 

schools, colleges, and universities remains in place.

30/3–

• Home confinement in the Accra and Greater Ku-

masi metropolitan areas, initially for 2 weeks, then 

extended for an additional week.

20/4–

• Home confinement in Accra and greater Kumasi 

was discontinued.

Sierra Leone 

• 21/3–international air passenger flights suspend-

ed.

• 27/3 – closure of land borders except for cargo. 

Inter-district travel restrictions have been in place 

continuously for about a month.

• 31/3–closure of i) schools, colleges, and universi-

ties; ii) churches and mosques/countrywide pro-

hibition of gatherings of more than100 people. 

Markets kept open. Shops, bars, restaurants, and 

cinemas are allowed to open till 21:00 hours dai-

ly except during lockdowns. Parks, beaches, sports 

clubs, gyms were kept open but with physical dis-

tancing, mandatory facemasks, and hand washing.

• There have been two consecutive stay-at-home 

orders lasting three days (5–7 April; 3–5 May). The 

third stay at home for one week is expected at the 

end of May.

• 11/4–countrywide curfew from 21:00 to 06:00 

hours.

Uganda

• 21/3–airports closed (except for cargo).

• 20/3 – closures: (i) schools, colleges, and universi-

ties; (ii) non-essential shops; (iii) restaurants, bars, 

and cafes; (iv) recreational parks and facilities; (v) 

religious buildings and facilities.

• 20/3 – prohibition of gatherings of 10 or fewer 

people initially allowed, and then reduced to 5.

• 30/3 – countrywide home confinement announced 

and has continued till mid-June. Curfew from 

19:00 to 06:30 hours.

• Private transport has been permitted since 25/5 

for not more than 3 people (including the driver) 

per vehicle.

Zimbabwe

• 23/3–borders closed.

• 30/3 – in-country travel restrictions.

• 23/3–gatherings of >100 people prohibited.

• 30/3 to 03/05–all public gatherings prohibited (ex-

cept for funerals with fewer than 50 people).

• 30/3 – closure: (i) schools, colleges, and universi-

ties; (ii) non-essential shops; (iii) recreational parks 

and facilities; (iv) restaurants, bars, and cafes (ex-

cept for takeaways).

• 4/5–formal sector businesses can open from 08:00 

to 15:00 hours but not informal sector.

• 30/3–home confinement begins.

• 2/5–home confinement extended.

The list was adapted from http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2020-003319
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07
Reference

“If it’s a government 
that is accountable 
and transparent, these 
are things that should 
be readily available 
somewhere on the 
web.”

Amina Yahaya 
Nigeria
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