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…for gender bills in the 36 states, in the ongoing constitution 

amendment by eliciting stakeholders’ commitment and support.

The Executive Governor of Benue State, Dr Samuel Ortom, becomes the first 
Governor to support SAGE advocacy.
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The Supporting Advancement of Gender Equality (SAGE) 

is an advocacy program that seeks to increase women’s 

representation in public office through advocacy for policy 

and legal reform. SAGE aims to achieve its objectives 

through the ongoing constitution amendment, advocating 

for the passage of gender bills to increase women’s political 

representation and the political party’s policy reform. 

Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI) is the secretariat of 

the SAGE coalition of four non-governmental organizations. 

Also, SAGE has a National Working Group (NWG), 

International Working Group (IWG), and Political Party 

Advisory Group (PPAG). SAGE is supported by United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID) through the 

National Democratic Institute (NDI).

As SAGE and other gender advocacy groups intensify efforts 

at the National Assembly towards the passage of the gender 

bills in the ongoing constitutional amendment, especially HB 

1301 – a bill that seeks to create additional legislative seats 

for females in Nigeria;  SAGE, through its secretariat, set up 

a state advocacy team to strategically engage stakeholders 

(Speakers of the 36 State Houses of Assembly, the 36 State 

Governors, Traditional Leaders, and Political Parties leaders), 

getting their support for these gender bills when transmitted 

Let me conclude by recommending that in your 
specific area of advocacy which is increasing 
women’s participation in the electoral processes 
through legal reforms, I will ask the 
Ministries of Women Affairs and Justice 
to work with the National Assembly to 
ensure necessary reforms are passed 
in the ongoing constitutional and 
electoral reform processes.

President 
Muhammadu 
Buhari
19-March-2021

“

to the State Houses of Assembly. This is due to 

several lessons learned from previous constitutional 

amendment process, where some bills failed at the 

state level because it was not passed by the two-third 

of the state houses of assembly.  

Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI) working with 36 

Organisations across the country led by a focal person 

(SFPs), started the strategic state-wide advocacy 

in mid-June 2021 to pave the way for all gender 

provisions in the ongoing constitution amendment 

to increase women’s political representation and 



• 7 State Governors (Benue, Niger, 

Delta, Plateau, Kaduna, Kogi, and Edo 

States) have supported SAGE 

• 9 Speakers (Edo, Niger, Benue, Osun, 

Imo, Ekiti, Kaduna Kogi, and Bauchi 

States) have committed to ensuring 

the passage of gender-friendly bills 

• PDP Party Executive in Osun, Ondo, 

Bayelsa, Benue, and Edo States have 

committed to ensuring women’s 

inclusion in their internal structures.

• APC Party executives in Niger, 

Zamfara, and Benue States have 

committed to ensuring women’s 

inclusion in their internal structures.

• 11 first-class traditional leaders across 

Nigeria have thrown their weight 

behind SAGE. 

MID-

JUNE
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NUMBER OF STAKEHOLDERS MET 
AS OF 28TH JULY 2021

end discrimination against women when these bills 

are transmitted to the State Houses of Assembly. 

Furthermore, SAGE uses this structure to create 

awareness and sensitize Nigerians on the benefit 

of increased women’s political representation and 

the proposed gender bills that seek to alter specific 

provisions of the 1999 constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria. 

SAGE Advocacy Team with Governor of Benue State 
and his Wife

” Women have proven to be very 
reliable when it comes to holding 

public offices.”

 Gov. Samuel Ortom
   Executive Governor of Benue State.
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“I pledged my commitment to 
support the SAGE demands and 
willingness to support initiatives 
that would help increase women 

participation in politics.”

“Even though there is no female 
member in Bauchi Assembly, the 
house is solidly behind gender-
friendly policies. So, I will do all 

the needful to support SAGE. 
Also, In my capacity as Chairman 

Conference of Speakers, I will do all 
I can to get gender-friendly bills to 
be passed beyond Bauchi State.”

Speaker of Osun State House of Assembly  
demonstrating his commitment towards SAGE.

SAGE Advocacy Team with Speaker  of Kaduna State  
House of Assembly

SAGE Advocacy Focal Person with Speaker  of Bauchi 
State  House of Assembly

Rt. Hon.Yusuf Ibrahim Zailani 
Speaker, Kaduna State House of Assembly.

Rt. Hon Abubakar Y. Suleiman 
Speaker, Bauchi State House of Assembly and 

Chairman, Conference of Speakers. 

SAGE Advocacy Team with SSA to  Speaker  of 
Imo State  House of Assembly
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Executive Governor of Edo (represented by 
The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social 

Development and Gender Issue with a Member of 
the SAGE Team

SAGE Focal Person with Speaker  of Kogi State  
House of Assembly

The Chief Of Staff to The Kogi State Governor, 
representing the Governor with the SAGE  Advocacy 

Team

“The support of gender equality is 
the proof of an egalitarian society. 

Ekiti State House of Assembly under 
my leadership is fully in support 
of the Advancement of Gender 

Equality and will pass the gender-
friendly bills, especially HB 1301, 
when the NASS transmit it to the 

state legislature.”.

“The SAGE course is ours, and 
we will support it because His 

Excellency, Governor Yahaya Bello 
has already set a pace for women’s 

political participation in Kogi 
State.”

RT. Hon. Funminiyi Afuye
Speaker, Ekiti State House of Assembly

RT. Hon. Mathew Olushola Kolawole
Speaker, Kogi State House of Assembly.

Speaker of Ekiti State House of Assembly 
demonstrating his commitment towards SAGE.
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Speaker of Niger State House of Assembly 
demonstrating his commitment towards SAGE.

Speaker of Edo State House of Assembly 
demonstrating his commitment towards SAGE.

Edo State PDP Chairman demonstrating his 
commitment towards SAGE.

“I am ready to support the passage 
of the gender bills, especially 

that one seeking the creation of 
additional seats for women in the 

federal and state legislatures.”

Rt. Hon. Marcus Onobun
Speaker, Edo State House of Assembly. .

“I would ensure that Benue State is 
among the first to pass the gender 
bills when the time comes. Also, I 
want the SAGE team to do more.”

Rt. Hon Titus Mba
Speaker, Benue State House of Assembly.

Speaker of Benue State House of Assembly 
demonstrating his commitment towards SAGE.
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SAGE Advocacy Team with APGA Chairman 
Sir Norbert Obi 

Osun State PDP Chairman demonstrating his 
commitment towards SAGE.

Niger State APC Secretary on Behalf of the Chairman 
demonstrating his commitment towards SAGE.

 The SAGE  Advocacy Team  with Honorable 
Commissioner for Women Affairs and Human 
Services representing Kaduna State Governor, 

His Excellency, Mallam Nasiru El-rufai.

SAGE Advocacy Team with Bayelsa PDP 
Secretary

“Be rest assured that the ministry 
will mobilize support by partnering 
with CSO’s to push for the passage 

of gender provisions of the 
constitutional amendment when 
the bills are transmitted down to 

the State Assembly.”

Hajiya Hafsat Baba 
Honorable Commissioner for Women Affairs 

and Human Services on behalf of Kaduna State 
Governor, His Excellency, Mallam Nasiru El-rufai.
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District Head, Tukur Abba Tukur, Galadima, Muri, 
Jalingo, Taraba State, demonstrating his commitment 

towards SAGE.

SAGE Focal Person with The Emir of Dass, Alhaji 
Usman Bilyaminu Othman

 The SAGE  Advocacy Team in Ogun  State with  Alake 
of Egbaland, Oba Adedotun Aremu Gbadebo III

Secretary to the Government of Plateau state 
on behalf of Gov. Simon Bako Lalong, the State 

Governor, demonstrating his commitment towards 
SAGE.

 His Majesty, King Dr. Samuel Ndiwe Amaechi 
KSC JP Awiriwu II demonstrating his commitment 

towards SAGE.

“I assure SAGE of the governments’ 
support to assent to any law that 
will promote women’s inclusion 
in governance using the SAGE 

position paper as a guide.” 

Prof. Danladi Abok Atu
Secretary to the Government of Plateau state on 

behalf of Gov. Simon Bako Lalong, the State Governor.
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 SAGE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

ABOUT KDI

SAGE has secured commitments from President Muhammad Buhari 

and other high-level stakeholders such as Senator Ovie Omo Agege; 

Deputy Senate President, female legislators in the National Assembly, 

the leadership of political parties, media, civil society organizations, 

international community to support the passage of gender bills that 

would increase women’s representation in political office. SAGE 

presented gender-sensitive memoranda supporting HB -1301 and 

other gender bills at the Senate and HOR zonal public hearings in the 

six geopolitical zones.

Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI), the secretariat of the SAGE campaign, is a nonpartisan, 

non-governmental organization that inspires citizen-led democratic development anchored 

on the principles of participation, data-driven advocacy, strong democratic institutions, 

gender equality, and public policies. We do this by building informed and active citizens 

through capacity development, advancing public policies, data-driven advocacy, and reforms 

that give a more supportive environment for citizen-led development.

SAGE Secretariat 
c/o Kimpact Development Initiative(KDI) 

44, 2nd Avenue, EFAB Estate, Life Camp, Mbora 
District, FCT, Abuja 

+2347068992376, +2348134828527 
info@kimpact.org.ng

FIND OUT MORE

Enugu SAGE State Focal Person reading the 
Memoranda Supporting The  HB 1301 bill at 

The South East Zonal Public Hearing

Niger SAGE State Focal Person reading the 
Memoranda Supporting The  HB 1301 bill at 

The North Central Zonal Public Hearing


