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Introduction
An alarming wave of widespread violence has undeniably poked social, politi-

cal, and economic tension across Nigeria1. The extent of violence in Nigeria has 

sparked several initiatives and strategies from the government and other state 

and non-state stakeholders. While insecurity manifests majorly as banditry, 

kidnapping, and terrorism in Northern Nigeria2 , the southeast region has wit-

nessed more violent attacks on civilians by state security agents, state security 

apparatus, sporadic gunmen attacks, and communal clashes3 . More recently, 

the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) moved to the center 

of violent offensive attacks in the Southeast region. Since 2019, INEC facili-

ties in 14 states across Nigeria have witnessed 41 incidents of violence ranging 

from bandit attacks, Boko Haram attacks, Unknown gunmen to post-election 

violence. 46.3% (19) of these incidents were across five (5) south-eastern states.

     

 In 2021, nine (9) of the eleven (11) attacks on INEC offices across seven (7) 

states were recorded in five (5) INEC offices in the south-eastern part of Ni-

geria. Anambra State happens to be one of those five (5) states (the case of the 

burnt INEC office in Ogidi, Idemili North Local Government Area on 2nd Feb-

ruary 2020 4 ). In Anambra state, what began as coincidental destruction of an 

INEC office has emerged as part of a seemingly larger systematic ploy to attack 

democratic stability in the state and southeast region as a whole5 .

Violence has served as a historical instrument for inhibiting election success in 

Anambra; it is refashioned differently from the long-standing culture of using 

cult groups to perpetrate intra and inter-party violence. Ahead of the 6th No-

vember 2021 governorship election, Anambra State has recorded several inci-

dences of violence, including deadly attacks on police headquarters and police 

officers across the state. Moreover, as assailants were killing police personnel, 

a governorship aspirant in the state, Professor Charles Soludo, was equally in-

volved in a deadly attack in March 2021, losing three security aides6 . Although 

 INEC Office on fire in Anambra
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it remains unclear whether the attack on him was politically motivated, the perpetration of armed conflict and continued 

violence across Anambra calls for concern as the governorship election in the state approaches.

History reflects that the citizens of Anambra state did not experience a stable electoral system until the 2010 elections. 

While this resulted from lengthy election-related judicial processes, the judicial processes were necessitated by fraudu-

lent elections. As a result, between 2003 and 2010, the polls were not enough for the citizens of Anambra to contribute 

any meaningful voice in electing their political leaders. The situation was appalling to the extent that Chris Uba, a re-

nowned political godfather in the state, openly bragged that he had successfully rigged into office governor Chris Ngige 7.

This study deduced that the current widespread violence across the state could jeopardize the forthcoming election and 

spark a relapse of democratic development in the state.

History reflects that the 
citizens of Anambra state 

did not experience a stable 
electoral system until the 

2010 elections.“ “ 
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About the Study
In Anambra, stakeholders wish to see a replica of the relative peace and election 

security that the electorates witnessed during the last off-cycle governorship 

elections in Edo and Ondo States, Nigeria; practical strategies based on solid ev-

idence will be required to achieve it. This needs to start from ensuring an early 

warning system and long-term observation.

KDI uses her Election Security Risk Assessment (ESRA) to achieve the afore-

mentioned. (See Box 1)

ESRA is a holistic framework designed to study Anambra’s social and political 

environment in the pre-election phase. The study’s central objectives are to de-

termine the possible causes and effects of prevalent violence on the forthcom-

ing 2021 Anambra elections,  including identifying the potential perpetrators of 

election violence and making recommendations accordingly.

The Election Security Risk Analysis (ESRA) of the Nigeria Election Violence 

Report (NEVR) is an in-depth, holistic and pre-election assessment of all fac-

tors of the society that could give rise to electoral violence. Thereby creat-

ing an effective electoral violence mitigation plan that will map out hotspot 

areas, identify early warning signals, mobilize citizen monitoring and miti-

gation efforts. Ultimately, informing relevant institutions, especially INEC, 

security agencies, and civil society organizations (CSOs), of information that 

could assist them in a secure election environment.

BOX 1: Election Security Risk Assessment (ESRA)

• To show an independent, accurate and ongoing tool for assessing the po-

tential risk factors to elections;

• Elicit views and opinions of the citizen about the risk factors towards as-

certaining the actors, actions, and factors among others that are peculiar 

to the community which can constitute threats to peaceful elections

• To assess, map, and track the level of risk in the community to identify 

‘hotspot zones’ where there may be an increased level of risk;

• To share the risk assessment with relevant institutions and promote the 

use of the same as an early-warning mechanism so that an effective mit-

igation plan against electoral violence can be formulated;

• To assist EMBs to integrate risk assessment tools into their security 

planning for the elections

• To reduce the risk of violent incidents and wider conflict during elections

ESRA project main objectives are:

Through well-researched empirical evidence, the study aims to map out a po-

tential strategy for adequate election security planning; identify early warning 

signals; assemble public perception and citizens’ expectations from all relevant 

stakeholders. And relate appropriate recommendations to all concerned state 

and non-state stakeholders. 
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The margin of error for the survey is +/-4%, 
with a confidence level of 95%.
The majority of the respondents are within the adult de-

mographic; those between the ages 36 – 45 years repre-

sent 41% of all respondents, while youths between ages 

18 – 35 years represent  35%.  Adults aged 46 years and 

above make up 24% of respondents. Thus, this age distri-

bution is significantly considered a healthy demographic 

fabric to the agenda of the study. 

Respondents were drawn across many job fields, with civil servants topping the list, followed by self-employed entre-

preneurs and students. This distribution fits the study in that respondents cut across formal and informal sectors in the 

state. KDI researchers asked Fifteen (15) survey questions via a random sampling method, and the survey was conduct-

ed between April to June 2021.

46%54%

Gender Distribution of 
Respondents

Age Distribution of Respondent

35%

18-35

36-45

46 and above

24%

41%

To address the central objective of the study, KDI 

utilized a mixed-method research design of both 

qualitative and quantitative primary data sourc-

es. A field survey involving 700 respondents was 

carried out across 20 LGAs in the state, and key 

informant interviews were also conducted to gen-

erate primary qualitative data. It is noteworthy 

to state that at the time of gathering the survey 

data, KDI could not elicit views from indigenes in 

Ayamelum LGA due to intense communal clashes 

that hindered field researchers.
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Occupation Distribution of Respondents

25%

Civil Servant

Entrepreneur
Student

Civil Society 
Organisation

Retired civil 
servant

Apprentice

Farmer

House wife

24%22%

15%

6%
6%

1%
1%
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Key Findings
3.1  84% of the respondents believe Anambra State is 
Currently Insecure.

More than two-thirds 

(84%)  of all respondents 

were persuaded that 

Anambra state is present-

ly insecure. On the other 

hand, 16% maintained that 

the state is secured.

This public perception shows 

that an overwhelming ma-

jority of residents in the state 

are aware and concerned 

about present happenings in 

the state. 

The survey evidence is also 

well complemented by some 

of the opinions expressed during informant interviews. For instance, one of the key 

informants for this study advanced that “ the situation in Anambra state is of serious 

concern, and not only for the upcoming election but also for public safety and security 

of lives. The security infrastructure is almost collapsing, and the people are helpless.” 

Another interviewee who felt that Anambra state is secure indicated that “what is 

happening in Anambra is not different from what’s happening in other parts of the 

country.” 

84%

16%

Secure

Insecure

How would you describe 
anambra state security situation?

“The situation in Anambra state 
is of serious concern, and not 

only for the upcoming election 
but also for public safety and 
security of lives. The security 

infrastructure is almost 
collapsing, and the people are 

helpless.”“
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The study found that evidence of this nature already poses a significant potential threat to election security in the state. 

Primarily because Anambra’s history reflects political tension and violence, and attacks by unknown gunmen have his-

torically served as one of the practical approaches to disrupting the electoral process in the state (see case study 1). 

Additionally, relentless attacks on state security apparatus are considered a serious offensive against the government’s 

capacity to ensure public safety and social order of any sort, including a peaceful election. Therefore, the forthcoming 

Anambra election in light of this is considered delicate.  (See Appendix 1)

3.2 Gun Violence, Attacks on security apparatus, Kidnapping, Communal 
clashes, Farmer-Herder crisis, and Cult Clashes are the predominant forms of 
violence in the state. 
In Anambra state, survey reports broadly indicate that gun violence (popularly referred to as attacks by unknown 

gunmen) bears 23% of all forms of violence reported and is followed by attacks on state security apparatus (15%). 

Other major forms of violence on the list include kidnapping (15%), cult clashes (13%), communal clashes (13%), 

farmer-herder crisis (8%).

In comparison, terrorism (5%), ritual killing (5%), religious crisis (2%), and arson (1%) are at the bottom of prevalent 

violence forms in the state.

What type of violence is presently predominant in Anambra state?

Arson
Religious Crisis

23%
15%
15%

13%
13%

8%
5%

5%
2%
1%

Ritual Killings
Terrorism

Farmer-Herder Crisis

Communal Crisis
Kidnapping/abduction

Group Clash(cultism)

Unknown Gunmen
Attacks on Security Apparatus



15

In the wake of the return to civil rule, the electoral landscape in Anambra state has been 

marred by violence and fraud .8 Concerning the election, Chris Uba, a PDP member of trust-

ee in 2007, testified that “Anambra is a boiling place, a place where everyone has to be very 

careful.”9 But, unfortunately, these characterizations cannot be disconnected from a strong 

culture of godfatherism, rebellion, and the insatiable desire for power that has characterized 

politics in Anambra.10

At the end of the military rule in 1999, Chinwoke Mbadinuju was elected as the first dem-

ocratic governor of Anambra state, and he was in office till 2003. Then, however, a political 

fallout between him and his political godfather, Emeka Offor, marked the beginning of the 

end of his political dominance, and the fallout remained unresolved till the next election in 

200311. By 2003, Chinwoke Mbadinuju had been ousted by the political machinery of the 

People’s Democratic Party, and Chris Ngige replaced him as the fronted candidate of the 

party. Ngige’s campaign was sponsored by Chris Uba, a renowned businessman and political 

godfather in the state. The 2003 elections were not in any way void of irregularities, gross 

violence, and voter intimidation. However, Chris Ngige assumed office in May 2003 despite 

the gross electoral irregularities.  

In 2007, elections were again fundamentally preplanned by godfathers. At this time, Andy 

Uba, a PDP governorship candidate, leveraged the position of Nwoye, identified as a prom-

inent Black Axe cult member, to mobilize violence to stifle opposition to his eventual victo-

ry12. However, days after Uba was sworn in as governor, Uba’s election was declared null and 

void. The court declared  Peter Obi as the governor for the next four years; another guberna-

torial election was not held in Anambra State until 201013.

Bearing in mind from the history of Anambra State, the influence and actions of political god-

fathers are strongly associated with elections in the state, and the extreme desire of political 

godfathers to remain relevant, a repeat of a contest amongst godfathers is therefore within 

the range of expectations for the forthcoming Anambra election. Therefore, urgent action 

is advised against candidates, political godfathers, and party members to mitigate possible 

attempts to influence the electoral process and its outcome.

Case Study I:     Anambra’s History of Electoral Instability
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The majority of respondents (73%) think that the present situation of heightened insecurity in the state is uncon-

nected to the upcoming elections in the state. However, some interviewees indicated during the key informant in-

terviews that the violence bears various political 

undertones; various interviewees linked it with the 

activities of the secessionist group known as In-

dependent People of Biafra (IPOB) and other cult 

groups sponsored by politicians. 

On the other hand, 27% of respondents alluded 

to a connection between present violence and up-

coming elections. This shows that we cannot recoil 

from the possible effects of recent violence on the 

forthcoming election. The widespread attack on 

the security apparatus clearly will have a lasting ef-

fect on the security architecture in the build-up to 

the election.

 Furthermore, of the 73% of respondents who be-

lieve that present insecurity in the state is not connected to the forthcoming elections, they identified youth un-

employment and corruption as the primary trigger of the violence being witnessed in the state, followed by police 

brutality and poverty  (See case study 2).

3.3  More than two-thirds of respondents (73%) maintain that present vio-
lence in the state is unconnected with the upcoming Anambra elections. 

Is Violence in Anambra Connected to the 
forthcoming election in the state?

27%

Very Likely

Unlikely

73%

The Current Violence in 
Anambra State is 

Unconnected from the 
Election. Yet, the 

governorship Election is 
not Immune from 

Violence.“
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In a bid to consolidate these findings, one of the interviewees stated that “violence is  a national issue, at any slightest 

opportunity you see young people expressing their anger. They are also looking for what to keep their body and soul 

together, so many use those opportunities to rob people” (See case study 2).

The act of young people perpetrating violence during elections is inarguably an ugly phe-

nomenon. It has been identified as the bane of democratic stability in Nigeria. Collective 

progress cannot be achieved nor sustained when we fail to systematically, deliberately, and 

constructively engage and harness the drive and energy of the youths.14 During elections, 

young people are found playing several violent roles. This ranges from acting as guards to 

politicians, carrying guns and dangerous weapons, snatching ballot boxes, harming and 

sometimes assassinating political opponents, and directly destroying the election process in 

voting centers.

This reality is not unconnected to Youth Unemployment, which has historically been an ad-

verse socio-economic factor affecting young people in Nigeria. The Unemployment rate in 

Nigeria surged to 33.3% in Q4, 2020, up from 27.1% in Q2, 2020, the last period the National 

Bureau of Statistics (NBS) released the labor-force statistics. In Q4, 2020, the unemployment 

rate among young people (15- 34 years) was 42.5%, up from 34.9%, while underemployment 

rates for the same age group declined to 21.0% from 28.2% in Q2, 2020. These rates were 

the highest when compared to other age groupings. 15 The youth is supposedly the center of 

reconstruction and development. They are needed in governance, and they serve as a good 

measure of the extent to which a country can be at peace and sustain itself. If otherwise, 

Case Study 2:  The Relationship Between Youth Unemployment and Violence  
                                      Perpetrated by Youth in Nigeria

Police Brutality
Poverty

Agitation for Self-Determination

Emergence of Self-Defense Due to Injustice/Inequality
Proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapon

Boundary Dispute
Illicit Criminal Networks

Military Interference
Cultural Difference
Political Exclusion

Religious Difference
Natural Resource Discoveries

Triggers of Violence in Anambra State

13
4

16
17
18

32
33

60
61

91
101

115
129

140
444Youth Unemployment
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3.4 Over two-thirds of respondents affirmed that violence in the state had 
been happening for more than a year. But it was heightened only in the past 
six months.

In Anambra state, 29% (204) of respondents believe 

that the heightened violence in the state can be traced 

to the last six months, 18% (124) maintain within the 

previous three months, and 24% (169) claim that the 

violence has been happening since the past year. Con-

trarily, 29% (200) of all respondents think that the vio-

lence witnessed in Anambra state has been happening 

for over a year.

Consequently, as most respondents were not con-

vinced that violence in the state is connected with the 

forthcoming state election, an overwhelming 83% of 

the respondents suggested that the violence will con-

tinue until after the election. Suppose this violence will 

continue through the election period. In that case, it implies that more proactive steps need to be taken to dissoci-

ate violence in Anambra from the election and secure the state in the post-election phase.

How Long since this trend of violence began?

Last 3 months

Last 6 months

Last one year

More than a year

Unknown 3

200

169

204

124

‘’We cannot recoil from the possible effects of 
recent violence on the forthcoming election. 

The widespread attack on the security 
apparatus clearly will have a lasting effect on 
the security architecture in the build-up to the 

election.’’“
they are vulnerable and left with no option than to keep themselves busy. Oftentimes, they en-

gage in vices to meet up the demands of life. Sometimes, they resigned to pick arms after being 

brainwashed or incited, believing justice from war.

Having young people gainfully engaged is necessary to prevent youths from violence, espe-

cially from easy being targets for politicians and political thugs. All stakeholders must rise to 

address the identified factors. Preventing youth from election violence is also extended to all 

stakeholders in Anambra, mainly because they have been identified as victims and perpetra-

tors of political and election violence.
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Will Violence End Before Election or It will Continue
After the Election?

17%
Before 
Election

Still After 
Election

83%

Survey results relating to the forthcoming  Anambra elec-

tion reflect a 52% chance that the current waves of violence 

won’t affect the turnout for the Continous Voter registra-

tion. However, 48% of the respondents think violence will 

scare citizens from going out in multitudes to participate 

during the physical phase of the continuous voter registra-

tion exercise being conducted by INEC. However, as at the 

time of conducting the fieldwork for this study, we note that 

respondents’ perception was influenced by the conventional 

physical method of CVR in Nigeria.    

3.5  52% of the respondents believe the 
current waves of violence won’t affect 
citizens turnout for the Continous Voter 
Registration (CVR).

52%

Unlikely

Likely

Will Violence affect turnout for CVR?

48%

“
‘’Bad governance is a 
national issue, people 
especially youths are 
frustrated, and you 

see them 
expressing their 

anger at any 
slightest opportunity’’.
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Following the possibility of a low turnout for CVR 

and violence, survey results also indicate a 63% 

chance that violence will affect  citizen’s willing-

ness to go out and vote on election day. On the 

other hand, 36% of all respondents affirmed that 

violence would not affect people’s desire to vote 

on election day. Only 1% of respondents are un-

sure of the possible effect of violence on people’s 

willingness to vote on election day. 

To polish the findings, one of the interviewees, 

when asked if present insecurity will affect the 

elections, stated that “it’s hard to determine now 

until campaigns start.” Precisely, this view coin-

cides with other opinions that unless the present 

violence is controlled before the election period, 

there is a chance of it becoming linked to political 

affiliations,  politicians, godfathers, secessionist 

groups, or cult groups  (See case study 3).

36%

Likely

UnLikely

Not Sure1%

63%

Is it likely that Violence will affect citizens will-
ingness to vote in the november election?

3.6  Almost two-thirds (63%) of respondents indicated that violence might 
affect citizen’s willingness to vote in the November polls.
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3.7  Low voter turnout tops the list of possible effects of violence on the 
forthcoming Anambra election.

Findings reveal that insecurity in the state could 

affect the upcoming election in many ways. The 

majority of the respondents  (60%) affirmed that 

it might lead to low voter turnout. In addition, 21%  

of respondents believe it might undermine election 

security, 11% of respondents think it will lead to a 

disruption of the election, and 8% maintain that it 

could lead to election postponements.

A further decline in voter turnout from  22% of the 

over 2 million registered voters who exercised their 

franchise in the last governorship election in the 

state in 2017 16  could exert long-term negative consequences on the democratization process in the state. As such, 

every possible threat that can undermine voter turnout should be addressed ahead of the election, especially the 

increasing influence of secessionist groups in the region (See case study 3).

1.8M

Registered Voters

Voter Turnout for Previous Governorship Election in Anambra

Percentage of
Voter Turnout

16%2010 Election

2013 Election

2017 Election

26.3%

22.16%

1.7M

2M

Low Turnout of Voter

Undermine Election Security

Disruptioin of the Election

Lead to Postponement of Elections

Loss of Life

Election Malpractice

Low Level And Mass Unrest 0

0

0

59

76

144

419

In what way do you think violence will affect 
the forth coming election?

Low voter turnout bears very negative 
consequences for election success.“
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“
Separatist threat and the consequent militarisation of the 2017 election in Anambra were mea-

sured in a study by Peter Mbah and others17. Findings showed that both perceived and actual 

marginalization of Igbo drove the neo-Biafra separatists to boycott gubernatorial elections.

Findings also indicate that the government’s consequent militarisation as a response to the 

threats further contributed to deepening public fear and tension in the state. As such, voter 

turnout was undermined, and the election recorded one of the lowest voter turnouts in Anam-

bra’s history to date (22% of over 2million registered voters).

It remains that the low voter turnout bears very negative consequences for election success, 

and it often aggravates the rate of vote-trading; these are considered major inhibitors of dem-

ocratic development.

In light of this history, urgent action is recommended to deescalate or prevent conflict escala-

tion in the state as election approaches. In addition, IPOB’s increasing capacity to command 

civil disobedience or obedience is highlighted as a significant call for caution in government 

and other stakeholder’s efforts towards ensuring a peaceful and fair election in the state. 

Case Study 3:   Impact of Separatist Threats on Voter Turnout During the 
              2017 Governorship Election in Anambra

63% of the respondents are persuaded that the forthcoming elec-

tions might not hold and have suggested that the persistent inse-

curity in the state could ultimately result in the postponement of 

the elections.

3.8  Almost two-thirds of all respondents are not confident that the forthcom-
ing Anambra election will hold on the 6th November 2021.

63%

Not 
Confident

Confident

37%

Are you confident
that the forth coming 

anambra election will hold?

63%

Not 
Confident

Confident

37%

Are you confident
that the forth coming 

anambra election will hold?
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“
In addition, more than two-thirds (84%) of the respon-

dents have expressed that they will not be comfortable 

going to the polls on election day due to the violent tension 

rocking the southeast region. Only  5% of the respondents 

expressed total confidence that they will be comfortable 

going to the polls. This finding has an impact on the pro-

jected possibility of a low voter turnout. It is also seen to 

have a daunting effect on citizens’ distrust and confidence 

in the electoral umpire. This shows that more needs to be 

done by major stakeholders to restore the confidence of 

citizens to avert low turnout in the forthcoming governor-

ship election. 

Fearful

Comfortable

84%

11%

5%

Indifferent

How will you feel, going to a
 polling unit to cast you vote?

Two-thirds (65%) of the respondents are not convinced that government agencies and other relevant stakeholders are 

taking necessary steps in preparation for the election in November.

As a result, when asked what steps should be taken concerning the up-

coming election, 45% of the respondents suggested that the govern-

ment should beef up the security architecture, 35% of the respondents 

recommended a switch to alternative voting or E-voting systems. In 

addition, 20% recommended that INEC should postpone the election. 

3.9  Two-thirds of the respondents believe 
that government agencies and other rele-
vant stakeholders are not taking the nec-
essary steps in preparation for the election. 

35%

Yes

No

65%

Are the Government and security 
agencies taking necessary 

actions to curtail this violence?

What do you think needs to be 
done concerning the upcoming 

election?

Election should
be Postponed

Use alternative 
voting methods

like E-voting

Security architecture 
needs to be reworked a

and beefed up

45%

35%
20%

(84%) Overwhelming 
respondents are 

feeling fearful going 
into the core of the 

Anambra state 
governorship election 

activities. 
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Recommendations
In the build-up to the elections, urgent and practicable actions need to be car-

ried out to curb widespread attacks by unknown gunmen in the state and across 

the country. This will serve as a mechanism to restrict any potential grouping 

or regrouping of armed people who could perpetrate gun violence during the 

election. Some of the practicable actions include:

• All key stakeholders, including security agencies, INEC, community lead-

ers, religious leaders, and politicians, should engage in peaceful dialogue to 

ensure that all forms of violence are mitigated and deploy initiatives that 

reinforce sustained peace within the state before, during, and after the gov-

ernorship election.

• All state security agencies in Anambra should be empowered to secure the 

electoral process in the state explicitly. In addition, adequate capacity (per-

sonnel and equipment) must be provided to ensure that security agencies 

can prevail over all opposing forces.

• Security agencies and other stakeholders should ensure that political ele-

ments do not hide under the current waves of violence to perpetrate elec-

toral violence, using the non-electoral violence to deflect attention.

• INEC, media organizations, civil society organizations, and other relevant 

stakeholders should carry out effective programs and initiatives towards 

reorientating and educating voters on the importance of voter registration 

and securing their interest in the electoral process. This is considered a 

practical way to avert a low voter turnout.

• INEC needs to openly engage every key stakeholder to elicit their commit-

ment to ensuring that a peaceful and fair election is held in Anambra state.

• Political parties should ensure that their participation in the electoral pro-

cess is civil. They must sincerely come across as a body without any lever-

age with any government in power.

• Traditional and religious institutions should actively build and restore pub-

lic interest in the electoral process to ensure a more robust public partici-

pation in the election.

• Political parties and their members must openly demonstrate abidance to 

every resolution of all peace dialogues and actively sensitize and restrict 

their members from perpetuating electoral violence.

• All relevant stakeholders must directly engage residents of Anambra in civil 

platforms to glean their expectations of the necessary steps to prepare for 

the election.

• The Police and other security agencies should desist from nursing any po-

litical affiliation and maintain neutrality when ensuring peace and security.



26

05References



27

References
1.  The Guardian. (2021). ‘Nobody is safe’: Nigeria reels from narionwide wave 

of deadly violence. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/05/ni-

gerian-president-faces-growing-criticism-after-security-system-collapse

2.  The Conversation. (2021). Pasha 100: Tackling banditry, terrorism and kid-

napping in Nigeria. https://theconversation.com/pasha-100-tackling-ban-

ditry-terrorism-and-kidnapping-in-nigeria-157357

3.  Mark Duerksen, (2021). Nigeria’s diverse security threats. Africa Center 

for Strategic Studies. https://africacenter.org/spotlight/nigeria-diverse-se-

curity-threats/

4.  News Agency of Nigeria. Fire razes INEC office in Idemili North LGA. 

https://guardian.ng/news/fire-razes-inec-office-in-idemili-north-lga/

5.  Kabir, Y. (2021). Timeline: 41 INEC offices attacked in two years. https://

www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/464658-timeline-41-inec-of-

fices-attacked-in-two-years.html

6. https://www.channelstv.com/2021/03/31/three-killed-as-gunmen-storm-

soludos-rally-kill-three-aides/ 

7. Chris Uba. Africa Confidential Report. https://www.africa-confidential.

com/profile/id/2602/Chris_Uba

8. Nigeria: Polls marred by violence, fraud https://reliefweb.int/report/nige-

ria/nigeria-polls-marred-violence-fraud

9. Case Study B: Anambra State. Retrieved from https://www.hrw.org/re-

ports/2007/nigeria1007/8.htm

10.  Oviasuyi, P.O. (2009). Impact of Godfatherism on Nigerian Politics and Ad-

ministration: Anambra and Oyo States Experiences. Educational Research 

Quarterly, 33(2), pp. 30-46

11. Geography of Godfatherism in Nigeria (II). Daily Triumph. 5 January 2007

12. Human Right Watch Interview.https://www.hrw.org/reports/2007/nige-

ria1007/8.htm

13. Ebon, C. (2007). Close Obasanjo’s ally loses seat in governor’s seat in Ni-

geria. Africa.reuters.com. Retrieved on 9th June 2021 from https://web.

archive.org/web/20071221064311/http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/

usnL14239133.html

14. Ogbeide, F.O. (2013). Youth’s Violence and Electoral Process in Nigeria’s 

Fourth Republic: A Case Study of Ota, Ogun State, Nigeria.

15. https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/download/1238

16. Chiamogu, A.P. (2018). Voter turnout and the 2017 gubernatorial election 

in Anambra State: A critical analysis. 

17. https://ssrn.com/abstract=3181790

18. https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/04/mayhem-in-anambra-abia-9-

dead-zone-13-police-hq-attacked/

19. https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/02/breaking-four-police-officers-

gunned-down-in-anambra/



28

06Appendix



 Of Electoral Violence
between

January - June, 2021

6 cases 

 Of Non-electoral Violence
between 

January - June, 2021

42 cases 
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Incidents of Electoral 
Violence in Anambra state
between  January to May 2021

Appendix

Ahead of the 6th November 2021 governorship election, Anambra State has recorded several incidences of violence. There was an attack on the Police in the state on 19th April 

2021, where unknown gunmen attacked the Police headquarters and killed two police officers and three other persons.19 A few days after the incident, four (4) police officers 

were also gunned down at a checkpoint in the state. The assailants carted away with riffles and burnt the police patrol vehicles.20 This happened in the same local government 

area where a governorship aspirant was attacked in March. It is not clear whether this is a politically motivated ploy to cause tension in the polity. The verified and reported cases 

of electoral violence in the state are as contained in the table below:

Date Incidence of Violence Source Where it 
happened

Type of Vio-
lence

Victims Perpetrator Impact

05/02/2021  A pavilion set up for a health walk 
by Valentine Ozigbo, who is con-
testing under the PDP platform 
for the Anambra State gubernato-
rial elections, was vandalized by 
thugs, with a stern warning to the 
politician not to ever visit Nnewi 
to campaign for public office.

https://humangle.
ng/residents-fear-vi-
olence-may-af-
fect-anambra-gover-
norship-poll-after-at-
tack-on-aspirant/

Diocesan 
Church Cen-
tre Field, 
Nnewi, and 
Nnewi High 
School, 
Nnewi

Destruction of 
property

Valentine Ozigbo, a 
PDP aspirant

Thugs Economic 
loss/ Ten-
sion

31/03/2021 On Wednesday 31st March 
2021, Prof. Charles Soludo, who 
is running on the platform of the 
All Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) for the Anambra State 
governorship elections, was 
attacked at the Civic Centre in his 
Isuofia Community, Aguata Local 
Government council, where he 
had gone for a meeting with the 
youths of the area.

https://www.premi-
umtimesng.com/news/
headlines/452572-kill-
ing-of-soludos-securi-
ty-details-adds-to-in-
creasing-at-
tacks-on-police.html 

Aguata local 
government 
council

Murder, Phys-
ical harm, and 
Kidnap.

Prof. Charles Soludo 
& people at the civic 
center

Unknown gun-
men

Three (3) 
policemen 
killed, 
Psychologi-
cal trauma, 
injury, and 
tension.
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17/04/2021 #AnambraDecides2021: Anambra 
Women Group convener attacked 
in  Aguleri, Anambra East LGA-  On 
17th April 2021, Hon Esedo Ruth, 
a convener of Anambra Women 
Group for Hon Chukwuma Umeo-
ji(6th November guber aspirant), 
was attacked by unknown men 
on her way home after meeting 
with women at Aguleri, Anambra 
East LGA around 4 pm. She was 
beaten, assaulted, stripped naked, 
and slapped. The police patrol 
team were able to rescue her, and 
entry was made to Otuocha Police 
Division

https://www.
facebook.com/
Southeastpointer/
posts/convern-
er-anambra-wom-
en-group-for-umeo-
ji-escapes-assassina-
tion-by-fredo-ezekwe-
si/288796349322245/ 

Aguleri 
Anambra 
East

Physical and 
Sexual Assault 

Hon Esedo Ruth, a 
convener of Anambra 
Women Group for Hon 
Chukwuma Umeoji, a 
governorship aspirant)

Unknown gun-
men

Psycholog-
ical trauma 
and injury. 

23/05/2021 Attack on INEC state headquar-
ters office in Akwa South, Anam-
bra State.

https://twitter.com/
inecnigeria/staW-

Akwa South 
LG.

Arson and 
destruction of 
property.

INEC Unkown persons Economic/ 
financial 
lossWW

17/04/2021 #AnambraDecides2021: Anambra 
Women Group convener attacked 
in  Aguleri, Anambra East LGA-  On 
17th April 2021, Hon Esedo Ruth, 
a convener of Anambra Women 
Group for Hon Chukwuma Umeo-
ji(6th November guber aspirant), 
was attacked by unknown men 
on her way home after meeting 
with women at Aguleri, Anambra 
East LGA around 4 pm. She was 
beaten, assaulted, stripped naked, 
and slapped. The police patrol 
team were able to rescue her, and 
entry was made to Otuocha Police 
Division

https://www.
facebook.com/
Southeastpointer/
posts/convern-
er-anambra-wom-
en-group-for-umeo-
ji-escapes-assassina-
tion-by-fredo-ezekwe-
si/288796349322245/ 

Aguleri 
Anambra 
East

Physical and 
Sexual Assault 

Hon Esedo Ruth, a 
convener of Anambra 
Women Group for Hon 
Chukwuma Umeoji, a 
governorship aspirant)

Unknown gun-
men

Psycholog-
ical trauma 
and injury. 

23/05/2021 Attack on INEC state headquar-
ters office in Akwa South, Anam-
bra State.

https://twitter.com/
inecnigeria/sta-

Akwa South 
LG.

Arson and 
destruction of 
property.

INEC Unkown persons Economic/ 
financial 
loss
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S/N January Description of Incident Location Type of Vio-
lence

Victims Perpetrator Impact

1 26/01/2021 In Anambra state, a man allegedly killed his 
wife and only child with a shovel in Ozubulu, 
Ekwusiogo LGA.

Ozubulu, Ekwusigo 
LGA

Murder 2 Communi-
ty dwellers

Family members Death

2 28/01/2021 A 65 years old hunter from Amunike commu-
nity, Awka North LGA, Killed his wife and son, 
set the house ablaze and killed himself

Amunike communi-
ty, Awka north LGA

Murder, 
Arson

3 communi-
ty dwellers

Family Members Death

S/N February Description of Incident Location Type of Vio-
lence

Victims Perpetrator Impact

3 06/02/2021 Youths who were suspected to be thugs 
disrupted sports events organized by a 
governorship aspirant of the PDP, destroying 
equipment and properties.

St Andrew’s Church 
premises, Nnewi

Physical 
harm/torture, 
Destruction 
of property, 
Intimidation/
harassment

Residents Youths Tension, 
Disruption

4 06/02/2021 Man murdered his wife and four-year-old son, 
claiming that the wife was involved in infidel-
ity and that she had told him that their son 
was not his.

Awka Murder, Deaths of 
2 family 
members

Family members Death

Other Incidences of violence in 
Anambra state
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5 10/02/2021 Two unknown gunmen killed 3 men at the in-
auguration of the Nkpor Community Tax force 
at the civic center, Eke Nkpor, in the Idelimi 
North LGA of Anambra State by shooting spo-
radically at the crowd.

Civic center, Eke 
Nkpor in Idemili 
North

Murder 3 residents Unknown gunmen Deaths

6 19/02/2021 Anambra State Police Command has arrested 
two suspects for raping a 12-year-old girl. The 
suspects thereafter left the girl unconscious 
due to excessive loss of blood.

Idemili North LGA Rape A resident 
of the com-
munity

Unknown persons Psychologi-
cal trauma

7 04/02/2021 Unknown gunmen killed a middle-aged man 
Mr. Ken Ekwesianya, his wife and daughter 
in Azia, Ihiala LG. The victims were murder in 
church premises around 7 pm on Thursday.

Azia, Ihiala LG Murder 3 residents 
of the com-
munity

Unknown gunmen Death

S/N March Description of Incident Location Type of Vio-
lence

Victims Perpetrator Impact

8 31/03/2021 Gunmen attacked and disrupted an interac-
tive session between the community youths 
and the former governor of CBN, who is also a 
governorship aspirant in the upcoming State 
governorship election. The attack led to the 
death of 3 police orderlies attached to him. 
The State’s Commissioner for Public Utilities 
was said to be taken away. 

Isiofia, Aguta 
LGA.

Murder, at-
tempted mur-
der, Kidnap.

3 
Security 
operatives, 
Community 
dwellers

Unknown Gun-
men

Death

9 04/03/2021 A 35 years old man allegedly killed his wife 
with a kitchen knife in Dueze street in otigba.

Dueze street in 
otigba

Murder 1 Family 
Member

Family Member Death

10 15/03/2021 President General of Omor Community and 4 
others were kidnapped.

Ayamelum LGA. Kidnap 5 residents 
of the com-
munity

Unknown Gun-
men

Psychological 
trauma
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11 18/03/2021 Three Police officers were killed, and their patrol vehi-
cle set on fire at Ukacha junction, while the four naval 
officers were killed at Awkuzu junction and their fire-
arms carted away.

U k a c h a 
J u n c t i o n , 
Neni, Anao-
cha LGA and 
Awkuzu, Oyi 
LGA.

Murder, Ar-
son, Theft/
looting

7 Security op-
erators

U n k n o w n 
Gunmen

Death, Economic/
financial loss

12 19/03/2021 Gunmen attacked the court duty vehicle belonging 
to the Nigerian Correctional Service, Anambra State, 
while conveying inmates back to the Auta Correctional 
Center. The attackers killed the Correction Officer, and 
one other than whisked away the inmates.

Nanka. Murder, Kid-
nap

2 deaths of 
security oper-
atives, Prison 
inmates

U n k n o w n 
Gunmen

Death, Psychologi-
cal trauma

13 20/03/2021 Two persons were reportedly beheaded in different lo-
cations in the community. The assailants were said to 
have gone away with the victim’s heads.

Okija Com-
munity, Ihia-
la LGA.

Murder 2 deaths of 
residents of 
the commu-
nity

Suspected rit-
ualists

Death

14 21/03/2021 Four persons were killed and one injured after renewed 
cult activities at Okija in Ihiala Local Government Area, 
Anambra State. Okija in Ihia-

la LGA

M u r d e r , 
P h y s i c a l 
h a r m / t o r -
ture

4 Deaths of 
local resi-
dents

Cultists Death, Injury

15 06/03/2021 The South East chapters of Miyetti Allah Cattle Breed-
ers Association of Nigeria (MACBAN) have alleged that 
four of his members were killed during an attack on its 
members in Anambra State.

O g b i j i , 
O r u m b a 
South LGA

Murder Deaths of 4 
Herdsmen

U n k n o w n 
Gunmen

Death

16 27/03/2021 A 35 years old man from Sagamu in Ogun state has been 
killed after he allegedly abducted a four years old boy 
and wanted to run away at okpuno areas of Awka, the 
state capital.

Okpuno area 
of Awka 

Murder, At-
tempted kid-
nap

1 resident Residents Death
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S/N April Description of Incident Location Type of Vio-
lence

Victims Perpetrator Impact

17 03/04/2021 Victims were kidnapped on their returning trip 
from Akwa. Men of the Police force said they 
were able to rescue 2 out of the five that were 
kidnapped.

I g b a r i a m - N a n -
do-Aguleri Road, 
Anambra East LGA.

Kidnap 5 Travellers Unknown Gun-
men

Psychological 

18 17/04/2021 A revenue collector in Umuleri area Anambra 
murder his 19 years old relative,Chukwuebuka 
Iloegbunam, by strangled him to death over un-
paid debt

Umuleri area, 
Anambra 

Murder 1 Resident 
of the com-
munity

Unknown Gun-
men

Murder

19 26/04/2021 Gunmen attacked Ukpomachi Village, Awkuzu in 
Oyi LGA, Anambra, on Monday, killing 9 unidenti-
fied people and Destruction of properties.

Ukpomachi Village, 
Awkuzu in Oyi LGA, 
Anambra

Murder, De-
struction of 
property

9 Residents 
in the com-
munity

Unknown gun-
men

Death, Eco-
n o m i c /f i n a n -
cial loss, Dis-
placement

20 21/04/2021 The Anambra State was attacked, a Divisional 
Police Station in Adani, Uzo-Uwani LG. two po-
licemen on duty were liked while several others 
sustained injuries during the attack.

Uzo-Uwani LG Murder, De-
struction of 
property

2 Security 
operatives

Hoodlums Death, Injury

S/N May Description of Incident Location Type of Violence Victims Perpetrator Impact

21 06-May-21 Suspected herd men attack in forests, and 
farmland has left many injured, some killed in 
Akwa North local government.

Akwa north area, 
u g h e n e , u g b e n u , a w -
ba-ofemmili and eben-
ebe

F a r m e r - h e r d e r 
crisis

7 residents Herdsmen Death, Injury

22 05/05/2021 Gunmen attacked a police station in Obosi in 
the Idemili North LG Anambra State. Two po-
licemen were killed in the mayhem while sev-
eral buildings at the station were torched.

Obosi, Idemili North LG Murder, Arson 2 Policemen U n k n o w n 
gunmen

Death

11 18/03/2021 Three Police officers were killed, and their patrol vehi-
cle set on fire at Ukacha junction, while the four naval 
officers were killed at Awkuzu junction and their fire-
arms carted away.

U k a c h a 
J u n c t i o n , 
Neni, Anao-
cha LGA and 
Awkuzu, Oyi 
LGA.

Murder, Ar-
son, Theft/
looting

7 Security op-
erators

U n k n o w n 
Gunmen

Death, Economic/
financial loss

12 19/03/2021 Gunmen attacked the court duty vehicle belonging 
to the Nigerian Correctional Service, Anambra State, 
while conveying inmates back to the Auta Correctional 
Center. The attackers killed the Correction Officer, and 
one other than whisked away the inmates.

Nanka. Murder, Kid-
nap

2 deaths of 
security oper-
atives, Prison 
inmates

U n k n o w n 
Gunmen

Death, Psychologi-
cal trauma

13 20/03/2021 Two persons were reportedly beheaded in different lo-
cations in the community. The assailants were said to 
have gone away with the victim’s heads.

Okija Com-
munity, Ihia-
la LGA.

Murder 2 deaths of 
residents of 
the commu-
nity

Suspected rit-
ualists

Death

14 21/03/2021 Four persons were killed and one injured after renewed 
cult activities at Okija in Ihiala Local Government Area, 
Anambra State. Okija in Ihia-

la LGA

M u r d e r , 
P h y s i c a l 
h a r m / t o r -
ture

4 Deaths of 
local resi-
dents

Cultists Death, Injury

15 06/03/2021 The South East chapters of Miyetti Allah Cattle Breed-
ers Association of Nigeria (MACBAN) have alleged that 
four of his members were killed during an attack on its 
members in Anambra State.

O g b i j i , 
O r u m b a 
South LGA

Murder Deaths of 4 
Herdsmen

U n k n o w n 
Gunmen

Death

16 27/03/2021 A 35 years old man from Sagamu in Ogun state has been 
killed after he allegedly abducted a four years old boy 
and wanted to run away at okpuno areas of Awka, the 
state capital.

Okpuno area 
of Awka 

Murder, At-
tempted kid-
nap

1 resident Residents Death
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23 09\05\21 Unknown gunmen have killed no fewer than 5 
persons and destroyed the office and vehicles 
belonging to vigilante groups in the area.

Ekwusigo LGA Murder 5 Vigilante 
members

U n k n o w n 
gunmen

Death, Destruc-
tion of property,

 

24  

05/10/2021

A man was set ablaze by angry mobs when he 
was assumed to have stolen money, but in-
stead, a handkerchief was found on him. When 
he was asked to point out his gang members, 
the deceased refused, and the angry mob burnt 
him to death.

North Local Govern-
ment area

Mob action A thief R e s i d e n t s 
of the com-
munity

Death

Date of 
Incident

Incident Discription Location Local Gov-
ernment

Type of Vio-
lence

Victim V i c t i m 
Gender

N u m -
ber of 
Victim

P e r p e -
trator

Source Impact

25 2 8 t h 
M a r c h 
2021

On 28th of March 2021, 
there was a clash between 
two Cult groups in Eke 
Awka Market.

Eke Awka Mar-
ket by Zik’s Av-
enue and Along 
Ifite Awka.

Awka South G r o u p 
Clash

C u l t 
members

Male 3 Cultists KDI Monitor, 
Daily Trust 
N e w s p a p e r 
29th Monday 
March 2021

Tension

26 1 5 t h 
A p r i l , 
2021

On the 15th April, 2021, 
Gunmen in a black Pilot 
SUV Vehicle without a num-
ber plate, on arrival to the 
community  shoot indis-
criminately into the air to 
scarce people before set-
ting two Vehicles ablaze. 
During the process of set-
ting the vehicles ablaze, a 
tricycle operator carrying 
the two students was com-
ing towards the scene of the 
incident that they shot at 
the occupant of the tricycle 
and killed the two students 
while the driver of the tricy-
cle escaped been unhurt. 

First bank Ogi-
di, Close to On-
yeolise market 
along old Onit-
sha/Akwa Road, 
Abagana com-
munity.

 Njikoka 
LGA

Death, Di-
struction of 
property

2 stu-
d e n t s 
and cit-
i z e n s 
p r o p e r -
ties

UTD 2 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor,     
https://newsex-
pressngr.com/
news/121633-
Gunmen-kill-2-
students-set-2-
vehicle-ablaze-
in-Anambra 

loss of lives 
and Econom-
ic loss
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27 1 7 t h 
A p r i l , 
2021

2 youth shot dead around 
6pm at Temo site De Santos 
and at Fayrous Joint around 
8pm same day. Reason for 
the shooting and killing was 
unknown.

 Temp site De 
Santos and Fay-
rous Joint

Awka South Death Y o u n g 
persons

male 2 U n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI monitor loss of lives

28 1 9 t h 
A p r i l , 
2021

On the 19th April, 2021, Un-
known gunmen burn down 
zone 13 police station and 
destroy vehicle, killed 3 mo-
bile police 

Zone 13 police 
station 

Dunukofia 
LGA

Death, Di-
struction of 
property

Govern -
m e n t 
p r o p e r -
ties and 
police of-
ficers

Male 3 U n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor loss of lives 
and Econom-
ic loss.

29 2 0 t h 
A p r i l , 
2021

On the 20th April, 2021, 
A young man was shot to 
death at  Igboariam junction 
by Police Officer resulting 
to violence by the public. 
Tyres were burnt on the 
road causing unrest 

Igboariam junc-
tion

Oyi LGA Death A young 
man

Male 1 Police -
man

KDI Monitor loss of life 
and Commu-
nity unrest

30 2 5 t h 
A p r i l 
2021

On the 25th April, 2021, 
Close to South African 
Lodge Oko, Two young per-
sons were shot dead by un-
known gunmen who drove 
in with a tinted sienna 

Close to South 
African Lodge 
Oko

O r u m b a 
North

Death Y o u n g 
persons

Male 2 U n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor loss of lives

23 09\05\21 Unknown gunmen have killed no fewer than 5 
persons and destroyed the office and vehicles 
belonging to vigilante groups in the area.

Ekwusigo LGA Murder 5 Vigilante 
members
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Male 3 Cultists KDI Monitor, 
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On the 15th April, 2021, 
Gunmen in a black Pilot 
SUV Vehicle without a num-
ber plate, on arrival to the 
community  shoot indis-
criminately into the air to 
scarce people before set-
ting two Vehicles ablaze. 
During the process of set-
ting the vehicles ablaze, a 
tricycle operator carrying 
the two students was com-
ing towards the scene of the 
incident that they shot at 
the occupant of the tricycle 
and killed the two students 
while the driver of the tricy-
cle escaped been unhurt. 

First bank Ogi-
di, Close to On-
yeolise market 
along old Onit-
sha/Akwa Road, 
Abagana com-
munity.

 Njikoka 
LGA

Death, Di-
struction of 
property

2 stu-
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and cit-
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ties

UTD 2 u n -
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G u n -
men

KDI Monitor,     
https://newsex-
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in-Anambra 

loss of lives 
and Econom-
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31 2 4 t h 
A p r i l 
2021

On the 24th of April, 2021, 
A student of Abuchi poly-
technic was stabbed by the 
caretaker who collected 
the money contributed by 
the whole tenants to pump 
water on Friday but to their 
greatest surprise the wa-
ter didn’t last up to a day 
so concerned lodge mates 
went straight to the lodge 
caretaker to complain. The 
complaint led to a fight 
between both parties. In 
the process the caretaker 
stabed the student.

Currency Lodge  Orumba 
North

Death ND2 stu-
dent of 
A b u c h i 
poly

Male 1 L o d g e 
C a r e -
taker

 https://www.
anaedoonline.
ng/2021/04/25/
oko-polytech-
n i c - s t a b b e d -
death/  

loss of life

32 2 7 t h 
A p r i l , 
2021

On the 27th April, 2021, Un-
known Gunmen  attacked 
Naval Checking Point along 
Onitsha-Owerri towards 
evening period. The attack 
resulted to the death of 
Naval Officer. Based on the 
above, the Naval officers 
began to shoot sporadical-
ly at the Naval Base along 
Atani Road of Ogbaru LGA 
and many passerby sus-
tained gun injuries.

Along Onit-
sha-Owerri Road

Ogbaru Death and 
p h y s i c a l 
harm

Naval of-
ficer and 
Citizens

Male 1 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor loss of life 
and people 
injured

33 6th May, 
2021

On the 6th May, 2021, Obo-
si Police Station were set 
ablaze by unknown gunmen 
at the early hours of Thurs-
day 6th May 2021. Two po-
lice officers on night duty 
were gunned down to death, 
Police Station and Vehi-
cles parked at the premises 
burnt down.

Obosi Police Sta-
tion

I d e m i l i 
Northern

Death Govern -
m e n t 
p r o p e r -
ties and 
police of-
ficers

Male 2 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

Residence with-
in the area

loss of lives
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34 9th May, 
2021

On the 9th of May, 2021, 
Unknown gunmen operat-
ing on bike attack Ozubu-
lu Security office burnt it 
down, set security van and 
Motorcycles ablaze while 
Ambassador Peter Uzokwe 
president General of the 
community  who was meant 
to address the security men 
escape death, they equally 
attack Benjass filling sta-
tion and killed  brother of 
the owner of the station and 
one other person

Ozubulu Secu-
rity Office and 
Benjass filling 
Station

Ekwusigo Death, Di-
struction of 
property

Citizens 
p r o p e r -
ty and a 
man

Male 2 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor Loss of lives 
and Ecomic 
loss

35 1 6 t h 
M a y , 
2021

On the 16th May, 2021, 
There was a communal 
clash over aged land issue,  
the Youths of Anaku at-
tacked former Chief Judge 
of Anambra State that trig-
gers the Youths of Omor 
retaliating. The Omor youth 
went to Anaku burnt for-
mer Commissioner’s house 
and the other two buildings, 
a car  and nine persons in-
jured. Police Station at the 
area were also attached.

Anaku Commu-
nity

Ayamelum P h y s i c i a l 
harm/ Di-
struction of 
property

Commu-
nity peo-
ple

M a l e 
and Fe-
male

9  The 
Yo u t h s 
of Omor

KDI Monitor Community 
unrest and 
people in-
jured

36 2 1 s t 
M a y , 
2021

On the 20th May, Unknown 
Gunmen stormed NSCDC 
Outpost Nneyi in the eve-
ning and started shooting 
sporadically, in the process 
killed Two Officers, burnt 
Vehicle and cart away Arms

 NSCDC (Nigeria 
Security and Civ-
il Defence Corps) 
Outpost Nneyi

A n a m b r a 
East

Death and 
destruction 
of proper-
ties

Govern -
m e n t 
p r o p e r -
ties and 
N S C D C 
officers

Male 2 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor/ 
NSCDC, PRO 
Anambra State 
Command

Loss of lives 
and Ecomic 
loss

31 2 4 t h 
A p r i l 
2021

On the 24th of April, 2021, 
A student of Abuchi poly-
technic was stabbed by the 
caretaker who collected 
the money contributed by 
the whole tenants to pump 
water on Friday but to their 
greatest surprise the wa-
ter didn’t last up to a day 
so concerned lodge mates 
went straight to the lodge 
caretaker to complain. The 
complaint led to a fight 
between both parties. In 
the process the caretaker 
stabed the student.

Currency Lodge  Orumba 
North

Death ND2 stu-
dent of 
A b u c h i 
poly

Male 1 L o d g e 
C a r e -
taker

 https://www.
anaedoonline.
ng/2021/04/25/
oko-polytech-
n i c - s t a b b e d -
death/  

loss of life

32 2 7 t h 
A p r i l , 
2021

On the 27th April, 2021, Un-
known Gunmen  attacked 
Naval Checking Point along 
Onitsha-Owerri towards 
evening period. The attack 
resulted to the death of 
Naval Officer. Based on the 
above, the Naval officers 
began to shoot sporadical-
ly at the Naval Base along 
Atani Road of Ogbaru LGA 
and many passerby sus-
tained gun injuries.

Along Onit-
sha-Owerri Road

Ogbaru Death and 
p h y s i c a l 
harm

Naval of-
ficer and 
Citizens

Male 1 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor loss of life 
and people 
injured

33 6th May, 
2021

On the 6th May, 2021, Obo-
si Police Station were set 
ablaze by unknown gunmen 
at the early hours of Thurs-
day 6th May 2021. Two po-
lice officers on night duty 
were gunned down to death, 
Police Station and Vehi-
cles parked at the premises 
burnt down.

Obosi Police Sta-
tion

I d e m i l i 
Northern

Death Govern -
m e n t 
p r o p e r -
ties and 
police of-
ficers

Male 2 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

Residence with-
in the area

loss of lives
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37 2 5 t h 
M a y , 
2021

On the 2th May, 2021, An 
armed robber were cap-
tured this morning along 
Onitsha-Owerri Road by 
Obodo-Ukwu junction. Jun-
gle justice was passed on 
him immediately and he 
were set ablaze

 Onitsha Owerri 
Road by Obo-
do-Ukwu junc-
tion

Ogbaru LGA 
by Owerri 
Road

Death A n 
a r m e d 
robber

Male 1 A n g r y 
mob

KDI Monitor loss of life

38 2 3 r d 
M a y , 
2021

On the 23rd May, 2021, Un-
known gunmen shot spo-
radically at B division police 
station and INEC Head Of-
fice and set some part of the 
offices ablaze.

B division po-
lice station near 
Anambra state 
secretariat and 
INEC Office near 
Alex Ekwueme a

Awka South D e s t r u c -
tion of 
property

Govern -
m e n t 
p r o p -
e r t i e s 
( I N E C 
and po-
lice offic-
es)

UTD UTD u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor E c o n o m i c 
loss

39 2 8 t h 
M a y , 
2021

On the 28th May, 2021, Cult 
people shot to death two 
people one at Nibo and the 
other at Nise 

Nibo and Nise Awka South Death c o m m u -
nity per-
sons

Male 2 Cultists KDI Monitor loss of lives

40 2 8 t h 
M a y , 
2021

 Onitsha Bridgehead was 
Blocked by Nigeria Naval 
Officers on the 28th May, 
2021. There was a rumour 
that 5 Nigeria Soldiers were 
attacked and killed at Abbot 
Boys Checking Point Ihiala 
in Ihiala LGA by Unknown 
Gunmen. For that reason, 
Naval Officers within Atani 
Road junction went and 
block the Bridgehead. The 
only Entrance/Exit of East-
ern Region thereby keeping 
commuters stranded for 
several hours. 

Onitsha Bridge-
head

O n i t s h a 
South

I n t i m i d a -
tion

Commu-
nity peo-
ple

M a l e 
and Fe-
male

UTD  Nigeria 
N a v a l 
Officers

KDI Monitor Tension
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41 6th May, 
2021

 On the 6th of May, 2021, 
there was a gunshoot in 
front of Cathedral church of 
St Mary’s Uruagu Nnewi in 
which a Hilux truck driver 
was abducted and his car set 
ablaze by masked gunmen

In front of Cathe-
dral Church of St 
Mary’s Uruagu 
Nnewi 

N n e w i 
North

Kidnap, ar-
son and de-
struction of 
property

A driver Male 1 u n -
k n o w n 
G u n -
men

KDI Monitor p y s c h o l o g -
ical effect 
and loss of 
property

42 4th June, 
2021

On the 4th of June, 2021,  
A trailer loaded with cows 
suspected from North had 
an accident at Kwata by-
pass/flyover. About 8 hawk-
ing children feared dead 
while 2 person in SUV car 
got injured. The Angry mobs 
around there set the trail-
er and everything inside it 
ablaze. 

Kwata junction 
flyover 

Awka South Death, Ar-
son and loss 
of property

T r a i l e r 
d r i v e r , 
children 
and adult

M a l e 
and Fe-
male

10 A n g r y 
mob

KDI Monitor loss of lives 
and econom-
ic loss
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Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI) is a youth-focused nonprofit, non-partisan, non-governmental organiza-

tion.  KDI inspires citizen-led democratic development anchored on participation, data-driven advocacy, strong 

democratic institutions, and public policies. We do this by building informed and active citizens through capacity 

development, advancing public policies, data-driven advocacy, and reforms that give a more supportive environ-

ment for citizen-led development. KDI has administrative structures and partners in all the 36 states of Nigeria 

and has implemented State, Regional, and National Projects in the past.

KDI uses VTrack, its citizen-led violence tracking initiative, to provide an impartial voice on violent incidents in 

Nigeria especially electoral and armed conflict. This is done using a scientific approach to quantify the impact of 

insecurity and violent incidents on democratic stability. KDI uses VTrack to document and publish disaggregated 

data on electoral violence and inform stakeholders in numbers why the security of live and properties matters.

44 | 2nd Avenue | EFAB Estate | Life Camp | Mbora District| Abuja. 

1 | Aresa Close | Behind Union Bank Gbodofon Area | Aregbe | Osogbo, Osun. 

+234 813 482 8527 | +234 810 394 7690 

info@kimpact.org.ng | www.kdi.org.ng

About KIMPACT
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https://www.kdi.org.ng/understanding-voters/

SOME OF
OUR RECENT
PUBLICATIONS

https://www.kdi.org.ng/creating-a-culture-of-peace/

https://www.kdi.org.ng/waves-of-violence-in-nigeria-vol-1/
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