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01 Introduction

Globally, one of the most critical parts of elections is 

the participation of the citizens. Citizen participation 

gives expression and meaning to the ideals in a demo-

cratic environment to the extent that sovereign power 

belongs to the people. Through elections, “the people” 

express their sovereign power by determining which 

policies must be prioritized in society and which party 

and politicians are best suited to develop and imple-

ment those policies. 

This is not different from the history of voting in Nige-

ria. The citizenry use their vote to decide who should 

lead them at every level of government periodically. 

Voter behavior can explain the rationale for the de-

cision made by the electorate. In the course of a per-

son’s lifetime, of all possible behaviours he or she will 

exhibit, few may have as many implications as the be-

haviour of voting in an election. 

In a multilingual and multi-cultural democratic set-

ting like Nigeria, voting behavior is dictated by many 

complex issues. This is because it involves analyzing 

individual psychological processes vis-à-vis percep-

tion, emotion, motivation, economy, security, etc. To a 

large extent, their relation to political action and insti-

tutional patterns, such as the communication process 

and their impacts on elections1. Subjective evidence 

shows that invoking religious and ethnic sentiments 

influences voters’ behaviour and determines votes 

and voters’ decisions in electioneering in Nigeria. The 

electoral choices of Nigerians are ethnically coloured 

as party formations are ethnically designated and mo-

tivated. Candidacy, most times, is determined using 

religious and tribal permutation. This is becoming in-

creasingly an indisputable fact.

Even though ethnicity and religious sentiments are 

widely seen in Nigeria as significant factors determin-

ing voter’s decisions and choices in an election, sever-

al other unpronounced factors in the citizens’ minds 

are responsible. They can moderate voter behaviour 

and participation in every election. These factors elicit 

“Why Registered Voters Vote,” They are attached to 

convenience, preferences, and ideological orientation 

of registered voters. It is also noteworthy to state that 

there are citizens of voting age but did not deem it fit 

to register as voters. This is another choice made by 

citizens that speaks highly of the dwindling belief in 

the electoral system. 

To this extent, citizens display the astounding factor 

that a voter’s behaviour is influenced by several fac-

tors that are not linked to gender, race, culture, or reli-

gion. Other critical public influences include: 

• The understanding of the citizen about the elec-

toral process, 

• The citizen’s level of trust in the electoral system, 

• The ease of voting, 

• The cumbersomeness of other electoral process-

es such as Registration and PVC collection,

• Lack of patriotic spirit, 

• The role of emotions, and 

• Political socialization. 

By Implication, these factors make the citizen feel 

disinterested in the electoral process. The endpoint 

of this apathetic attitude is low voter turnout in elec-

tions. Obviously, since the reintroduction of democ-

racy in 1999, there has been a consecutive decline 

in voter turnout. However, this increased from 52 

percent to 69 percent between the 1999 and 2003 

elections. Nevertheless, after the 2003 presidential 

election, participation in subsequent elections has 

continued to decline, first to 57 percent in 2007, then 

to 54 percent in 2011, before dropping to 44 percent 

in 2015. 
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This further dropped sharply in the 2019 presidential 

election as only 34.75 percent of registered voters 

voted. Simply put, less than four people determined 

who won in 2019 for every ten eligible voters, which 

is the lowest presidential election turnout Nigeria 

has recorded since independence. INEC recorded the 

closest numbers to this low turnout during the na-

tion’s first three presidential elections: 35.25 percent 

in 1979, 38.94 percent in 1983, and 36.65 percent in 

the 1993 election eventually annulled2. A high level of 

apathy by electorates consequently has negative im-

pacts on the nation’s democracy.  It can lead to unequal 

representation among various parts of the population. 

02% of voters’ turnout for presidential elections, from 1979 till date
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02 About the study

Low turnout in elections is a serious threat to democ-

racy. One reason lies in the fact that voters do not 

abstain at random. Load of factors and ideological ori-

entation contributes to the cause of this voter apathy. 

Another reason is that those who vote do not have sig-

nificant consequences for elected and public policies. 

Whichever tendencies or voting behaviour voters are 

disposed to or embraced directly or indirectly reflects 

the type of leaders elected. 

In Nigeria, these influences on voting behaviour can 

best be understood through proper scrutiny on the 

formation of attitude, beliefs, schema, knowledge 

structures, and the practice of information process-

ing, which is the basis for this study. 

To understand the reason for voters’ decisions in Ni-

geria, KDI surveyed across the thirty-six (36) states of 

Nigeria and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT). KDI 

trained field researchers who conducted this survey 

using questionnaires to elicit responses from respon-

dents. A sample size of 1,545 respondents was drawn 

using a random sampling method. Also, a review of 

secondary sources and the questionnaires were used 

by assessors to ground the analysis. Ultimately, the 

study’s findings aim to assist Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC), Civil Society Organiza-

tion (CSOs), and other relevant election stakeholders 

to understand what informs voters’ decision to regis-

ter and vote during elections. In due course, this will 

help answer the question of low turnout in elections 

in Nigeria.

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
DISAGGREGATED BY GENDER

AGE

(Infographics on number of respondents broken down 

into states, gender, and age)

• 1545 citizens surveyed 

• 14+ survey questions primarily via the Random 

sampling method.

• 2020- Survey conducted between November 

2020  to January 2021

• 36 states in Nigeria including FCT.

62%

38%

68%
24%

8%

18-35

36-45

46 and above
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• 88.2% of those surveyed are registered voters.

• 70.6% of respondents that are registered voters voted during the 2019 presidential elections. 
However, this dropped to 68.2% in the governorship elections in the same 2019.

• 67.2% say they voted because it is their civic duty; only 10.7% voted based on political party 
sympathy.

• 29.4% of the respondents who are registered voters did not vote in the 2019 general elections. 
15% did not vote because they were ad-hoc officers, while 13% think there were no credible 
candidates.  

• 11.8% of those surveyed are non-registered voters.

• 30% of respondents that are non-registered voters think the registration process is cumber-
some. 

Headlines/ Findings of the Study 

1

2

3

4

5

6
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88%

Yes

No

12%

Are you a registered Voter?

Yes

No

71%

29%

Did you vote during 2019 General
Election in your state?

Yes

No

68%
32%

Did you vote during the  
Governorship Election in your State?
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03
The majority (88.2%) of the respondents surveyed 

are registered voters, and 11.8% are non-registered 

voters. From the respondents who are registered 

voters eligible to vote in the 2019 presidential elec-

tions, a more prominent part (70.6%) voted during 

the 2019 presidential elections. However, this 

dropped to 68.2% in the governorship election in the 

same 2019. 

More than two-thirds (67.2%) of the respondents 

that voted (70.6%) in the 2019 general election say 

they voted because it is their civic duty. 17.8% voted 

because they love one of the candidates, only 10.7% 

voted based on political party sympathy, and 4.3% 

voted out of intimidation.

A cursory look at the survey’s age distribution shows 

that 92% of the respondents are below 45 years old. 

More than two-thirds voted in the 2019 general 

election because it is their civic duty. By way of il-

lation, it shows most of the young persons voted in 

2019 because they felt it is their civic duty. 

According to the Voter Demographics Data released 

by INEC in 2019 before the general elections, 81% of 

registered voters are younger than 50 years of age. 

This underscores the need for all agencies involved 

in electoral assistance and voter education before 

and during elections to redirect their public enlight-

enment message to emphasize citizens’ need to ful-

fill their civic duty. Innovative strategy needs to be 

deployed to be able to reach out to most of these 

young population, such strategy involve the new 

media to get their attention.   

Civic and voter education is a significant component 

of the electoral process in Nigeria. The law empow-

ers the Independent National Electoral Commission 

(INEC) to conduct civic and voter education in Nige-

ria. This is provided in Sections 2 and 154 of the Elec-

toral Act 2010 ( amended).

Key Findings

67%

18%

4%

11%

IF YOU VOTED, WHAT WAS THE 
REASON WHY YOU VOTED?

If felt its
 my civic duty

Intimidation 
(threatened to vote)

I love one of 
the candidates

I want to
 vote for 
my political 
party

154- The Commission shall 
have power to conduct civic 

education and enlightenment 
in the print and electronic me-

dia to enhance its functions.
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The key outcomes that INEC aims to achieve through 

civic and voter education include: 

• Increased voter turnout during elections, 

• Improved voter knowledge of new accreditation 

procedures based on the permanent voters’ card, 

• Reduction in the number of invalid votes at elec-

tions, 

• Encouragement of ethical voting. 

All these are crucial for democratic consolidation and 

stability. Since civic and voter education is vital to de-

mocracy, low voter turnout is a menace to democracy. 

In Nigeria, it can be attributed both directly and indi-

rectly to inadequate civic and voter education, among 

other causative factors. Hence, in curbing low voter 

turnout, civic and voter education should be strate-

gic and targeted.  Towards having targeted messages, 

motivation to vote in elections should be based on 

fulfilling civic duty and the moral liability that comes 

from not fulfilling the same. This is as revealed by this 

study.

Furthermore, 17.8% voted because they love one of 

the candidates. This lower fraction shows that candi-

dates’ competence is not a significant reason voters 

vote in Nigeria. Many opined that the selection of 

candidates in Nigerian elections had been based on 

religion, ethnicity, and regional sentiments. According 

to Real Institute Elcano, choosing candidates based on 

these faulty lines of religion, ethnicity and regionality 

have brought Nigeria to a point where candidates on 

the ballot lack the character and leadership abilities 

Nigeria needs at that time. Given this, electorates are 

left with no other choice as voting patterns will always 

mirror the significant fault-lines. 

The act of voters being condemned to what choice 

on the ballot even when the candidates are not the 

desired cannot be disassociated from our candidate 

selection system and criteria used for selection. It be-

comes imperative that if we want our democracy to be 

consolidated, we must start by 

changing our candidate selection criteria. Using crite-

ria like Character, Competence and Credibility has 

been proven in much-developed democracy to be the 

best. 

According to this study, only 10.7% of the respon-

dents who voted in the 2019 general elections voted 

based on political party sympathy. Having a low per-

centage shows that political parties are not major 

factors that fascinate voters to vote in elections in Ni-

geria, despite being the vehicle to get to a political po-

sition in Nigeria. Indicatively, the multitude at political 

party rallies does not necessarily mean they are their 

registered members. This massive number at political 

campaigns does not translate to votes on the election 

day. Does this justify the claims that most of the crowd 

are sponsored? Many political parties have no genuine 

followership or requisite structure to mobilize eligible 

voters for an election. In most cases, electioneering 

campaigns are rarely issue-based. For political parties 

in Nigeria to perform their indispensable role in con-

solidating democracy in Nigeria, they must strategize 

to register their members.

Voting is the expression of our commit-
ment to ourselves, one another, this 

country and this world

 Sharon Salzberg“ “

18-35

36-50

51-70

70+

51%

30%

15%

4%

Voters Registration by 
Age group

81%
of registered voters are
younger than 50 years

What’s at Stake (Elections Voter’s Guide) by Bugit2 
Source:
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29.4% OF THE RESPONDENTS WHO ARE 
REGISTERED VOTERS DID NOT VOTE IN 
THE 2019 GENERAL ELECTIONS. 15% DID 
NOT VOTE BECAUSE THEY WERE AD-HOC 
OFFICERS, WHILE 13% THINK THERE WERE 
NO CREDIBLE CANDIDATE 
This study explores further to know why those who 

are registered voters and have collected their Perma-

nent Voters Card (PVCs) did not vote. Of various rea-

sons respondents gave, being an ad-hoc officer on the 

election day topped the reason 29.4% did not vote in 

the last presidential elections. A peep at the age distri-

bution of those surveyed in this study shows that 92% 

of the respondents are below 45. It is widely known 

that INEC employs young Nigerians, most especially 

National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) members and 

sometimes undergraduates, as ad-hoc/elections of-

ficers since 2010. Most times, these corps members 

and undergraduates are deployed to a different lo-

cation on the election day. This does not give them 

ample opportunity to vote since their registration as 

voters is not within that jurisdiction. More so, corps 

members are often mobilized away from home or 

their state of origin due to the scheme’s mandate. This 

initiative is a concern because it hampers a large num-

ber of young persons from voting. In the same vein, 

election observers are sometimes affected by the 

same reason. If 81% of registered voters are below 50 

years, and a certain fraction disenfranchised are elec-

tion officers then, it calls for rework or reforms of our 

electoral systems. No one should be disenfranchised 

because they are called to duty on election day. 

These reforms can be in the form of introducing other 

voting alternatives like electronic voting or mail vot-

ing. However, early voting can be used to allow those 

on essential duty to vote beforehand.

13% did not vote because they think there 
were no credible candidates. This was second 

on the list of reasons registered voters with PVCs did 

not vote. This aligns with the earlier school of thought 

that the choice of candidates on the ballot does not 

fascinate voters to turn out on the election day. Also, 

in the camp of those that voted, there is always a fa-

WHY PEOPLE DID NOT  VOTE?

16%

8%8%

10%

12%

14%

4%

6%

2%

p
er

ce
n

ta
g

e

3%

Bad
Weather 

Condition

2%

Did not
like their 

Campaings

15%

I was an 
adhoc 
officer

2%

Missing 
PVC 

13%

No 
Credible 

Candidate

4%

Out of 
Country

5%

Inability to 
transfer 

PVC

5%

Transportation 
problems

6%

Yet to 
collect 

PVC

1%

Disability

1%

I just want to 
use my PVC 
for means of 

Identification

4%

Illness/Not 
feeling fine

My vote 
will not 
count

2%

No 
particular 

reason

10%

Polling 
unit too 

far

13%

Fear of 
Electoral 
violence

5%

Too Busy/
Conflicting 

schedule

1%

Was a 
security on 

Election 
day
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mous saying amid them- “Let us choose from the two 

devils, we can choose a better devil.” Not having can-

didates with competence and good character often 

negatively affects democracy, which is popularly seen. 

Backsliding Democracy is what Nigeria and most of 

the African countries have witnessed in recent years 

i.e. the gradual loss of democratic quality while the 

country remains democratic in the general sense. In 

Nigeria, the civic space is shrinking by the day. The 

gradual decline in civil liberties and the rule of law is 

worrisome. This can be seen in the way the peaceful 

protesters have been maltreated in recent times. Ul-

timately, this in turn, is a backlash on democracy and 

makes democracy promotion difficult. 

11% did not vote because they are scared 
of election day violence. Electoral violence 

remains a menace in our electoral process, with sev-

eral consequences for voters and the broader politi-

cal system. Most times, the victims are not given any 

justice. According to Martin Luther King Jr., “True 

peace is not the absence of tension but the presence 

of justice.” If victims are not given justice, they may 

be disgruntled, and hate could likely grow in them. 

Over time, electoral offenders and perpetrators of vi-

olence are not punished, nor has the act been curbed. 

So, perpetrators of these violent acts continue to act 

with impunity since nothing happens eventually. 

All of these may deter voters from future political 

participation and lose trust in political institutions. 

This is indeed visible in the reduction in voter turnout 

since the 2003 general election.

Scholars have established violence as one of the sig-

nificant factors that have contributed to low voter 

turnout. Bratton (2008) finds that electoral violence 

did reduce voter turnout rates in the 2007 Nigeri-

an national elections. According to Human Rights 

Watch, more than 800 people were killed in 2011 in 

post-election violence in the north after the election. 

In 2015, more than 160 people were killed in elec-

tion-related violence.

In Nigeria, to answer the question of turnout, all 

stakeholders, including political parties, must have 

a growing interest in the mitigation of electoral vio-

lence.
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10% did not vote because the polling unit 
is too far from their vicinity. This is the fourth 

on the list of reasons why registered voters who have 

collected their PVCs did not vote in the last 2019 gen-

eral elections. This shows a justification on why INEC 

recently moved to create more Polling Units for ease 

of access for voters. 

For every Nigerian voter, the polling unit is the low-

est level of electoral structure where they cast their 

votes on the election day. Currently, Nigeria has 

119,973 polling units. The current configuration of 

119,973 Polling Units was established by the defunct 

National Electoral Commission of Nigeria (NECON) 

in 1996. Nigeria has maintained the same number of 

polling units since 1999 despite shifts in voting popu-

lation and number of registered voters.

Some voters who registered in this area have relocat-

ed to a new site within the same community.  When 

the present PUs was established in 1996, some of the 

community were sparingly populated. However, over 

the years, the same community has developed and ex-

panded with thousands of immigrants. Invariably, the 

existing PUs may not serve the community effective-

ly. On election day, PUs in the community with this 

scenario will be overcrowded, and some will not even 

turnout. Social distance is one measure in the face 

of the covid-19 pandemic that the world is grappling 

with. This makes it imperative for PUs to be sufficient 

to reduce the number of voters per polling unit.

The study also reveals that 10% did not vote be-
cause they are yet to collect their PVCs. 
Without PVCs, it becomes difficult to vote in Nigeria. 

PVC is the basis for accreditation at the voting points. 

Ahead of the 2019 general elections, Prof. Mahmood 

Yakubu speaking in a press briefing, said the total 

number of PVCs collected was 72,775,586, with 11.2 

million cards uncollected4. Interrogating the reason 

millions of Nigerians registered but are yet to collect 

their PVCs despite the constant messages from INEC 

that registered Nigerians should come and claim 

them; desk research done by KDI linked uncollected 

PVCs across the country to low voters’ education5 

and change of residences for most that have regis-

tered. It was also noted that transfer of card is possi-

ble. However, it is becoming increasingly difficult by 

the day because the system that manages the process 

is too cumbersome. This desk research also revealed 

whether most Nigerians, either those that are regis-

tered voters or not, have collected PVCs or not. They 

have lost hope in the electoral process. Most people 

think their vote will not count. 

This survey Assessed the Civical-
ly Unengaged. It finds that many 
could not meet the Continuous 
Voters Registration (CVR) dead-
line

In Nigeria, individuals who plan to vote in any elec-

tions must first register to have PVCs. Official sta-

tistics from INEC show the Estimated Voting Age 

Population to be 106,490,312, with 84,004,084 as 

the exact number of registered voters in Nigeria. This 

confirms that the estimated number of unregistered 

voters we have in Nigeria is 22,486,228. 21 of which 

12% were non-registered voters in 2019. This survey 

explores why these millions of Nigerians did not reg-

ister when the CVR was in progress.

52%

57.9M

1999 2003

Voters turnout Registered Voters

2007 2011 2015 2019

P
o

p
u

latio
n

(M
illio

n
s)

60.8M 61.6M

73.5M
67.4M

84M

69% 58% 54% 44% 36%

Trend of Voter Turnout with Registered Voters

Number of Registered voters since 1999 
has been increasing relatively except 2015.
Despite the increase. Total Voter Turnout

has been on the decrease.
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The survey findings revealed that  32% of non-reg-
istered voters did not meet registration 
deadlines because of their busy sched-
ules. The desk review done finds that most of the 

individuals in this category are either public servants 

or essential workers who, due to the contract bidding 

their engagement, have to work. This did not permit 

them to register when the CVR was ongoing before 

it was halted. It is noteworthy to state that the CVR 

exercise is not continuous but periodical, contrary to 

the impression given by its name. Maybe, if the pro-

cess is genuinely ongoing, we would have registra-

tion day in and day out without agitation. 

Furthermore, the CVR process seems unable to ca-

ter to the eligible citizens who have been displaced 

or continually migrating from one point to another. 

Also, many often disenfranchised people include the 

security personnel, Nigerians in the diaspora, prison-

ers, INEC staff, and patients in the hospital.

30% think the registration process is cum-
bersome. A policy brief released in 2019 by the 

University of Ibadan Laboratory for Interdisciplinary 

Statistical Analysis in collaboration with The Elec-

toral Institute of the Independent National Electoral 

Commission revealed some reasons for the poor vot-

er registration and the cumbersomeness of the CVR[ 

Olusanya et all., (2019) Enhancing Election Partici-

pation In Nigeria (Policy Briefs), University of Ibadan 

Laboratory for Interdisciplinary Statistical Analysis 

in collaboration with The Electoral Institute of the 

Independent National Electoral Commission]. These 

were summarized to be:

• Long queues at the registration venue led among 

the reasons against the CVR exercise. The eligi-

ble registrants are often made to endure long dis-

tances, long lines, long waiting times, prolonged 

service time, and sometimes without success at 

the end of it all; voter fatigue seems inevitable.

• The registration process was too slow and too 

complex for citizens to endure;

• The procedure involving the collection of tallies 

was open to exploitation and abuse;

• The continuous voter registration procedure 

was tedious and unbearably inconvenient;

This grew the disinterest in many, and they prefer to 

stay off the queues, too slow and complex process. 

Registrants are sometimes forced to do a strenuous 

search for the Registration Area (RA), sometimes 

with little success and sometimes having to repeat 

visits to the RA; another instance of voter fatigue and 

voter frustration. This underscores why 7% surveyed 

did not register because they do not know where to 

register. 

It is also essential to state that 15% of the respon-

dents said they did not register to vote because their 

vote will not count. In comparison, 13% said they are 

not even interested in elections. These cannot be far 

from the citizens’ predominant distrust for the elec-

30%

13%

15%

7%

4%

32%Did not meet registration dead-
lines because of busy shedule

I do not know I have to register

I do not know where to register

My vote will not count

Not intrested in Elections

The registration process
is too cumbersome

If you did not register as a voter, what was the main reason for not registering?
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toral system and even the lack of confidence in the 

political system. There is a lack of voters’ confidence 

in the election process and outcomes. Citizens doubt 

whether their votes would ever count and feel their 

vote might be wasted. The insecurity and lack of dem-

ocratic dividends that dominate Nigeria have also 

made citizens lose confidence in the political class and 

worsen disinterest in the electoral process. 

A small fraction (4%) even opined that they do not 

have to register. One would ask why this notion, but 

the desk review shows that this set of individuals may 

carry the idea that they want to register to use PVCs 

as a means of identification. Since it is only meant for 

election, and they have other means of identification. 

This only kills their enthusiasm. 

When should INEC start CVR?

From 2019 when the CVR was stopped until this re-

port, many young Nigerians have joined the voting 

population. This spurred the need to explore the re-

spondent’s views and opinions on the continuation of 

the CVR.

The majority (86%) of the respondents 
that are non-registered voters show that they 

are willing to register if INEC starts the CVR. 11% are 

still characterized with indecision over the willing-

ness to register or not. While 3% bluntly said they are 

not willing to register even if INEC starts CVR today.

Furthermore, the study elicits the respondent’s views 

on when they think INEC should start the CVR. 42% 

of the respondents believe that INEC should start 

CVR immediately. This will give non-registered voters 

ample time to visit the nearest RA to do the voters’ 

registration. 32% think INEC should start CVR a year 

before the general election. 23% believe INEC should 

start CVR two years before the general elections. In 

comparison, just 3% says INEC should start one and a 

half year before the 2023 general elections.

86%

11% 3%

No Not Sure Yes

Now

One and Half year to election

One Year to Election

Two Years to Election

42%

23%

32%

3%
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Furthermore, the majority (86%) of the non-regis-

tered voters think INEC should shift from the usual 

method it uses for the CVR and deploy a full-scale 

internet registration using its website. However, 14% 

still believe INEC should continue with its normal pro-

cess of CVR.

14%

86%

Manual method Internet means using INEC website



16

04 Recommendations

• It is now essential for INEC and its development 

partners, including CSOs, to be strategic with her 

voter education message to bring much-needed 

solutions to specific electoral system problems. 

Towards having targeted messages, motivation to 

vote in elections should be based on fulfilling civic 

duty and the moral liability that comes from not 

fulfilling the same.

• INEC should partner will National Orientation 

Agency (NOA), Traditional Institutions, Religious 

Leaders to carry out the strategic voter educa-

tion. This partnership will help INEC reach the 

grassroots. 

• INEC should review its registration area strategy 

to create new registration areas and polling units 

based on demographic features such as structure, 

dynamics, size, density, the spatial distribution of 

the voting age population, geographic landscape 

(landmass, accessibility, terrain, etc.), and spatial 

distribution of socio-economic infrastructure.

• INEC should operate permanent desks at least at 

the local government headquarters in addition to 

other vantage locations; a voter can update his or 

her voter registration and should be able to col-

lect the voter’s card immediately.

• INEC should start the CVR earlier to give non-reg-

istered voters ample time to register as a voter. 

Also, INEC should explore the possibility of car-

rying out online registration as a second option, 

which will make it possible for people to register 

from anywhere.

• INEC should also consider the much spoken about 

electronic voting and other voting alternatives 

like mail voting. However, early voting can still be 

used to allow those on essential duty to vote be-

forehand.

• Civil Society Organizations should support 

voter education to get the vote out from cit-

izens. Furthermore, CSOs should intensify their 

voter sensitizations against electoral violence, 

upscale their peace education, peace initiatives, 

and violence tracking.

• Civil Society Organizations and Development 

partners should prioritize capacity development 

for the political leaders on relationship building, 

strategic communication, and conflict resolution.

• Civil Society Organizations and Development 

partners should support Nigeria’s political parties 

to redesign their candidate selection criteria and 

processes. The current method and criteria being 

used to produce candidates along the religion and 

ethnicity line often do not produce candidates 

with competence. Additionally, much of their pri-

mary election breeds conflict. This usually esca-

lates to violence in the main election.

• No ambition of any politician is worth the blood 

of any Nigerian. Citizens should never allow any 

politician to entice them with a token to foment 

trouble.

• CSOs should intensify awareness-raising efforts 

on addressing the effect of electoral violence on 

women and persons with disabilities, as it hinders 

them from participating in the electoral process 

actively.
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