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The Impact of Peace Initiatives by The National Peace
Committee and Other Stakeholders in Edo and Ondo
States 2020 Governorship Elections

DISCLAIMER:
This document has been produced by Kimpact Development Initiative to
analyze the the Impact of peace initiatives by stakeholders in Edo and Ondo
states 2020 Governorship Elections. Kimpact hereby certiﬁes that all the
views expressed in this document accurately reﬂect the analytical views of the
information gathered from the ﬁeld through trained ﬁeld reserachers. Whilst
reasonable precautions have been taken in preparing this document,
Kimpact shall take no responsibility for errors or any views expressed herein
for actions taken because of information provided in this report.
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ABOUT US:

K

impact Development Initiative (KDI) is a youth-focused nonproﬁt,
nonpartisan, non-governmental organization that advances good
governance, democratic rights, public policy and public engagement. We do this by building informed and active citizens through capacity
development, advancing public policies, data driven advocacy and reforms
that gives a more supportive environment for citizen-led development.
Since March 2014, KDI has worked hand-in-hand with both Local and
International bodies to promote peaceful election, active citizen engagement in democratic processes and reforms. KDI has administrative structures and partners in all the 36 states of Nigeria.
OUR MISSION:
To inspire citizen-led democratic and economic development that is ﬁxed
ﬁrmly on the principles of participation, data-driven advocacy, strong
democratic institutions and public policies.
44 | 2nd Avenue | EFAB Estate | Life Camp | Mbora District| Abuja.
1 | Aresa Close | Behind Union Bank Gbodofon Area | Aregbe | Osogbo,
Osun.
+234 813 482 8527 | +234 810 394 7690
info@kimpact.org.ng | www.kdi.org.ng
ABOUT NEVR:
The Nigeria Election Violence Report (NEVR) is a project led by Kimpact
Development Initiative and supported by International Foundation for
Electoral Systems (IFES) which is aimed at increasing awareness of and
accountability for electoral violence through the Civil Society Organization
(CSO) conﬂict monitoring, public education and advocacy in Nigeria.
It is a holistic, human-centered approach to support local partners on their
efforts to monitor, mitigate and share information on electoral violence in
other to provide an impartial voice on electoral violence through citizen
observation with the ultimate goal of ending the menace of electoral violence by documenting and publishing disaggregated electoral violence
data. It approaches electoral violence by quantifying it through in-depth
research and data gathering from trained monitors and citizen observers.
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INTRODUCTION

Introduction:

E

lectoral stakeholders are those
individuals, groups, and organizations with an interest or 'stake' in an
election and the EMB's operations. Everyone who has an interest or inﬂuence in the
election can be a stakeholder in the
election administration process. They can

be classiﬁed either as primary stakeholders who directly affect or are directly
affected by the EMB's activities, policies
and practices or as secondary stakeholders who have a looser connection with
the EMB's activities. (See Box 1)

BOX 1:
Primary stakeholders include the following groups:
Political parties and candidates;

Community Leaders

EMBs;

Religious Leaders

The executive branch of government;

Traditional Leaders

Legislatures;

Security Agencies

Electoral dispute resolution bodies;

The media;

The judicial system;
The electorate—voters and prospective voters;
Civil society organizations;
The donor;
Electoral assistance agencies;
Election monitors (Domestic and International Observers);
The range of secondary stakeholders of an EMB is likely to be diverse. Nonetheless, it is
certainly worth considering the following:
EMB suppliers;
The public at large; and
Regional and international networks.
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Nigeria's electoral history is replete with instances of electoral violence. This bane has become an essential topic of discussion among civil societies and international organizations.
The growing interest in electoral violence and its mitigation has led to a galaxy of activities to
mitigate and curb violence in elections.
One of which is the involvement of non-state stakeholders most especially community
leaders, religious leaders, and traditional leaders to reduce the risk of electoral and political
violence and support free and fair elections.

T

here are various characteristics of these leaders that make them well placed to mobilize
other stakeholders and engage in counter-violence efforts and promote peace. These
include:

01

Shared and respected set of
values with different strata of the
community and unique leverage
as leaders

Trustworthiness and credibility
among their followers

03

02

Strong networks and access to
various levels of power

Understanding of the local context, presence in local communities, and local legitimacy

04

Creating A Culture Of Peace

07

BOX 2: NATIONAL PEACE COMMITTEE

T

he National Peace Committee (NPC) is a non-governmental initiative conceptualized in
2014 in response to emerging threats occasioned by the 2015 general elections.

It is an initiative made up of eminent elder statesmen who undertake efforts to support free,
fair and credible elections as well as intervene in critical issues of national concern through
high-level mediated and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms.
The core mandate is:
To observe and monitor compliance with Peace Accord signed by the political parties during
elections;
To provide advice to the Government and Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) on resolution of political disputes and conﬂicts arising from issues of compliance with
the Peace Accord;
To make itself available for national mediation and reconciliation in the case of post-electoral
disputes or crises; to ensure peaceful outcome of General Elections that is acceptable to a
generality of Nigerians and the international community.
(https://nationalpeacecommittee.org/)
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ABOUT THE STUDY

ABOUT THE SURVEY:

E

do and Ondo States elections
practically witnessed tranquility after
the Oba of Benin and the National
Peace Committee's intervention (See Box
3).
The incidences of violence and potential
for violence such as Intimidation, harassment, destruction of properties, and
physical assault reduced. The political
tension on the high gear dropped drastically. Furthermore, primarily the Edo and
Ondo citizens' mood says' these governorship elections are relatively peaceful.
Some non-state organizations also alluded
that there were relative peace and calm in
the Edo and Ondo States governorship
elections as against the projections before

the elections. Also, some schools of
thought opposed these declarations.
Nevertheless, the big question remains
"Do or does the relationship of these
interventions by the high proﬁle stakeholders such as Oba of Benin and The
National Peace Committee contributed to
the peaceful outcome of the election."
To unravel this, KDI conducted a survey in
Edo and Ondo States' post-election
environment to poll opinions and views of
the citizens towards accessing the impact
of stakeholders' interventions and its
relationship to the peaceful outcome of the
Edo and Ondo states 2020 governorship
elections. (See Box 4)

BOX 3: PEACE ACCORD SIGNING BY NATIONAL PEACE COMMITTEE

T

he National Peace Committee (NPC), in conjunction with Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), International Republican Institute (IRI), Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI), YIAGA Africa and European Center for Electoral Support (ECES),
organized a Peace Accord signing event with political parties and the Governorship candidates in both Edo and Ondo States ahead of the governorship elections.
The peace accord signing was predicated on the arrangement with KDI to provide the NPC
with the reports of her Pre-Election Security Risk Analysis and periodic Nigeria Election
Violence Report (NEVR) observation reports of election violence documented in the states.
This will serve as an informative tool that will inform NPC of areas where there is potential for
election violence, with a view to engaging leaders of the affected communities on averting
threats to peace in the build up to the elections.
Having received the reports including meetings with other Civil Society Organizations and
seeing the extent of the disruption of the peaceful co-existence of the people of Edo State,
which further strengthened the need for NPC intervention. The NPC initiated the peace
accord signing in order to commit the political actors in the State to peace pact for a peaceful
election in accordance with the mandate of the NPC.
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The peace accord signing event took place on the 15th of September 2020 at the Oba
Akenzua Cultural Centre, Benin City. In attendance were traditional leaders, religious leaders,
Civil Society Organizations, Media houses, among others. 10 political party chairmen and or
their governorship candidates signed the peace accord document under the supervision of
the Chairman of the National Peace Committee and former President of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, General Abdulsalami Abubakar.
The signatories to the peace accord through the chairman of IPAC and the two leading
candidates (Pastor Eze-Iyamu of All Progressive Congress APC and Governor Godwin
Obaseki of People Democratic Party PDP) made an open commitment to peaceful election.
In Ondo State, the National Peace Committee in collaboration with other partner organizations mentioned above, hosted the Peace Accord signing ceremony at the Cultural Event
Centre (the Dome), Akure, Ondo State, on Tuesday, 6th October, 2020.
The chairmen and candidates of the political parties contesting in the October 10 governorship election in Ondo State, including the three leading political party candidates, Gov.
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu (SAN) of the APC, Mr. Eyitayo Jegede (SAN) of the PDP, and Mr.
Agboola Ajayi of the ZLP were in attendance to sign a peace pact, assuring the people of their
commitment to peaceful conduct of the Saturday, October 10 election. Eleven (11) political
parties and candidates signed the peace accord.

INTERVENTION OF THE OBA OF BENIN

D

ue to the incessant violence and
heightened political tension
towards the 19th September, 2020
Governorship Election in Edo State.
On the 2nd day of September, 2020, the
paramount ruler of Bini Kingdom, HRM,
Omo N'oba N'edo Ewuare II, at his palace
sue for peace in a meeting with political
leaders in Edo State. The essence of the
meeting was to settle the dispute amongst
the warring parties and their political

supporters, in order to ensure the peaceful
conduct of the 2020 governorship election.
The monarch extracted commitment to
peace from the leaders, including Governor Godwin Obaseki, his deputy Comrade
Philip Shaibu, the candidate of the APC,
Pastor Osagie Ize-Iyamu, Oshiomhole and
the South-South Vice Chairman of PDP,
Chief Dan Orbih.
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BOX 4: IMPACT OF STAKEHOLDERS INTERVENTION SURVEY

T

o gauge what citizens' think of the positive impact of stakeholders' interventions and
what they think would be the outcome of the elections if NPC or Oba of Benin had not
intervened, KDI conducted a survey across the thirty six (36) LGAs of Edo and Ondo
States. This survey was conducted by KDI/NEVR trained ﬁeld researchers.
A sample size of 812 respondents was drawn using a random sampling method.
Questionnaires were used by assessors to elicit responses from the respondent. Also, a
review of secondary sources, in addition to the questionnaires were used by assessors to
ground the analysis.
Ultimately, the ﬁndings of the study aim to assist NPC, Civil Society Organization (CSOs), and
other relevant election stakeholders answer the question of how stakeholders' interventions
resulted into the peaceful outcome of the elections. Also, it will help shape electoral violence
prevention strategies and the type of engagement to be sustained in subsequent elections.

9

326
Edo

812

survey
questions
primarily
via Random
sampling
method.

486
Ondo

Respondents

2020

Survey conducted
between Nov-Dec

18 Edo
18 Ondo

36
LGAs
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Gender Distribution of Respondents

544

258

68%

32%

Age Distribution

36-45yrs
180

18-35yrs
575

46-above
57
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HEADLINES/ FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

01

Over two-thirds of the respondents consider the 2020 Edo and Ondo States governorship
elections peaceful.

02

The majority (82%) of the Edo State respondents are aware of the National Peace Committee
Intervention. In comparison, only 48% of the respondents in Ondo state are aware.

03

Intimation /harassment top the list of predominant violence before the intervention of Oba of
Benin and the Peace Accord Signing event by National Peace Committee in Edo and Ondo
States.

71% of those that are aware of the Peace Accord Signing think it had a more positive impact
on thetwo-thirds
peaceful outcome
of the Ondoconsider
State Gubernatorial
Election.
Over
of the respondents
the 2020 Edo
and Ondo States governorship
elections peaceful.
Edo Indigenes consider the Oba of Benin's intervention to be the most impactful that made
05 01
the Edo
Gubernatorial
Election
turnrespondents
out peaceful.are aware of the National Peace Committee
The
majority
(82%) of the
Edo State
Intervention. In comparison, only 48% of the respondents in Ondo state are aware.
Two-Thirds of the respondent in both states believe that the election would have been
02
06
violent if the
National Peace
Committee
(NPC) and Oba
of Benin
had
not
intervened.of Oba of
Intimation
/harassment
top the
list of predominant
violence
before
the
intervention
Benin and the Peace Accord Signing event by National Peace Committee in Edo and Ondo
The majority thinks intervention like the peace accord should be sustained for future
07 States
elections.
04
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KEY FINDINGS

KEY FINDINGS

OVER TWO-THIRDS OF THE RESPONDENTS CONSIDER THE 2020 EDO AND
ONDO STATES GOVERNORSHIP ELECTIONS PEACEFUL

M

peaceful.

ore than two-thirds (87%) of the
respondents in Edo state believe
the election turned out peaceful,
9% of the respondents believe the elections were somewhat peaceful, 2% of the
respondents are not sure if the election is
peaceful or not, while 2% of the respondents are of the opinion that the election
was not peaceful.

The same wide margin was seen in Ondo
state. Equally, a majority (79%) of the
respondents in Ondo state consider the
conduct and outcome of the election to be
peaceful.
Just 13% think the election is somewhat
peaceful, 2% of the respondents are not
sure if the election is peaceful or not, while
6% of the respondents say the election
was not peaceful.

This shows a wide margin between those
that think the election is peaceful and the
small fraction that thinks the election is not

6%

Not Peaceful
2%

Not Sure

2%
25%
2015
2020
2%

Ondo

Edo

Somewhat
peaceful

Peaceful

13%
9%
79%
87%

Accessing the Governorship elections.
In your own view, was the election Peaceful?

Creating A Culture Of Peace

16

D

esk research shows that the
citizen's standpoint on the outcome of these elections cannot be
disassociated from comparing the level of
violence in these elections (See Box 5) to
the level of violence in previous elections
in the states. Historically, political and
electoral violence has been the central
part of the electoral contest in Edo State,

where election periods are usually associated with violence and all manner of
ﬁssiparous tendencies.
Until this moment of compiling this report,
there are still some politically motivated
and unresolved assassinations in Edo state
between 2000 and 2005 before the 2007
elections².

CASE STUDY BOX 1: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE IN EDO STATE DURING 2007
GOVERNORSHIP ELECTION AND BEYOND

D

uring the April 14 2007 gubernatorial and House of Assembly pre-election, election
day and post-election periods, Edo state experienced political assassinations,
sporadic gun shot, and deadly clashes between rival gangs organized by politicians
and parties.
Over ﬁve persons were killed across the state with other forms of violence perpetrated by parties' supporters which was as a result of INEC announcement of the PDP's Senator Oserheimen Osunbor the elected governor having polled 329,740 as against Oshiomhole's
197,472; and the ruling PDP captured 14 seats in the State House of Assembly leaving only 7
for the Action Congress at the State House of Assembly with the results of Akoko- Edo and
Etsako Central LGA cancelled.
In spontaneous reactions to the announcement, pockets of violent demonstrations were
recorded across the state. This included the torching of the homes and property of some
Party stalwarts and supporters by angry and aggrieved electorate in Benin, and other parts of
the state which led to a dusk to-dawn curfew. Also, in Igarra, an ofﬁcial of INEC in Akoko-Edo
LGA was set ablaze while INEC ofﬁce in the council was razed by ﬁre.
It was reported in the US Institute of Peace, Special Report No. 263, ('Breaking the Cycle of
Electoral Violence in Nigeria'), page 4 "a political contender was gunned down in August
2010 in Edo State after declaring his intention to contest for a seat in the House of
Representatives". However, Country Advice Nigeria– NGA40366 on Political Assassinations
reported in 29th May 2012 that this political contender was Oghogho Omoregbe, of the AC
party and no information was found regarding who was responsible for the attack.
Furthermore, on 5 May 2012, the Vanguard reported the assassination of Olaitan Oyerinde,
the Principal Private Secretary to the Action Congress (AC) party Governor Adams
Oshiomhole and the Deputy National Secretary of the Nigeria Labour Congress. Olaitan
Oyerinde was killed by four 'suspected assassins' at his home in Benin City.
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BOX 5: TOTAL NUMBER OF VIOLENCE AND POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE
TRACKED VERIFIED AND DOCUMENTED BY NEVR MONITORS
THROUGHOUT THE EDO AND ONDO STATE ELECTORAL CYCLE

ONDO
EDO

Violence Cases

Potential for
violence

Violence Cases

Potential for
violence

54

156

63

62

Violence Against
Women in Election

Peace Initiative/
Civic Education

Violence Against
Women in Election

Peace Initiative/
Civic Education

3

76

5

49

I

n Ondo State, the level of violence and
extent of damage in the 1983 governorship election between Michael
Adekunle Ajasin of Unity Party of Nigeria
(UPN) and Akin Omoboriowo of National
Party of Nigeria (NPN) cannot be matched
with the outcome of the 2020 governorship election in the same state (See case
study box 2).

Furthermore, the August 22, 2020 Local
government election in Ondo state was
said to be a complete charade.
Violence, Irregularities, Voter Apathy
marred the Ondo state local government
election. If this election is placed side by
side, one would say the 2020 gubernatorial election in the state is relatively peaceful.
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CASE STUDY BOX 2: 1983 POST ELECTION VIOLENCE; THE WORST IN THE
HISTORY OF POST INDEPENDENCE IN YORUBA LAND

T

he post-election violence was one of the major conﬂicts that characterize the election in
Ondo state. During the second republic 1979-1985, by which time the state has been
created, the Unity Party of Nigeria (U.P.N), Action Group successor in south west,
continue to dominate the politics of the state. During this period, the late chief Mike Adekunle
Ajasin of Unity Party of Nigeria (U.P.N) won the government election of 1979, however by the
second election of 1983, Akinwole Michael Omoboriowo, Ajasin deputy from 1979-1983
decamped to National Party of Nigeria (N.P.N), the ruling party at the center to contest the
governorship race with Ajasin.
As it turned out Akinwole Michael Omoboriowo was ofﬁcially the winner of the governorship
election by the Federal Electoral Commissions (FEDECO). The declaration sprang out
unprecedented level of post-election violence across the state popularly refer to as "operation Wet e" during which many lives were lost, properties worth several billion of naira were
destroyed. The state was in a house of war during this period. Some reports claimed that the
outbreak of violence was the worst in the history of post-independence in Yoruba land.
The then Oyo Police Commissioner, Umaru Omolowo, who oversaw security, announced that
at least 40 people were killed in Ondo State, including two NPN congressional candidates,
Olaiya Fagbamigbe and Kunle Agunbiade, who were set ablaze, according to Omolowo, by
an angry mob. Both Omoboriowo and Akerele barely made it out, with Akerele and his family
skipping town the night before his house was burned down by displeased protesters.

THE AUGUST 22, 2020 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION IN ONDO STATE,
A COMPLETE CHARADE

T

he local government elections in Ondo state before the October 10, 2020 election was
characterized with violence and all sort of irregularities. The poll was conducted by the
Ondo State Independent Electoral Commission (ODIEC) held in all 18 local government areas of the state.
An online report by Sahara reporter shows that there were reports of violence and high
jacking of ballot boxes in different parts of the state most especially Akure North LGA. Protests also erupted in some areas of the Ondo and Ile/Oluji/Okeigbo LGA of the state, ballot
boxes and papers were seen littering the polling units.
Some youth in Ese Odo protested when ODIEC ofﬁcials refused to show up early to attend to
them. They also decried the diversion of election and voting materials to another community.
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L

ikewise, the citizen's perception that
the 2020 gubernatorial elections in
Edo and Ondo state stood peaceful
was molded from most election experts'
projection.
Most CSOs and election experts forecast a
violent election if necessary interventions
are not made due to the rising political
tension, violence, and even threat of
violence in the build-up to the governorship election in Edo and Ondo states. This
got to the point that INEC, on the 6th
August 2020, threatened to halt the Edo
election if violence persisted in a press
release³.
In all of these views, what remains an issue
in the electoral security space is the lack of
standard indicators and threshold to
measure whether an election is peaceful.
Public institutions' positions, especially
Election Management Bodies (EMBs),
Security Agencies, Non-governmental

Organizations, and Electoral Support
Initiatives on the incidence of violence
after most elections, have been without a
widely accepted threshold to measure the
happenings of the concluded elections
with.
Regularly, a larger population of the citizen
will base the integrity of elections in the
area of election violence on anecdotal
records without an empirical basis to
measure the election's positions.
Most positions are seemingly a cursory
look on a part that affected the process to
judge elections' freeness and fairness.
Unfortunately, many generic measures of
electoral violence currently in use gloss
over the details and, at times, are biased;
this does not reﬂect the nature of the
violence itself holistically or provide
indicators of electoral violence at relatively
high levels of vagueness.

Because of this
lack of standard measures,
critical puzzles remain
AT WHAT POINT DO
WE KNOW AN ELECTION
DAY IS PEACEFUL?
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INTIMIDATION/HARASSMENT TOP THE LIST OF PREDOMINANT VIOLENCE
BEFORE THE INTERVENTION OF OBA OF BENIN AND THE PEACE ACCORD
SIGNING EVENT BY THE NATIONAL PEACE COMMITTEE IN EDO AND ONDO
STATES

I

n Edo and Ondo states, respondents
opined that Intimidation and Harassment was the predominant form of
violence before Oba of Benin's intervention in Edo state and the Peace Accord
Signing Event by the National Peace
Committee in both states. Intimidation and

or harassment in elections can sometimes
be physical or psychological. It is an intentional behavior of knowingly putting
voters, party supporters, fellow candidates, and or election ofﬁcials in fear of
harm.

233
Destruction of
Campaign
Materials

31

Clash
Groups

37

79

ONDO
20

Destruction
of Properties

Physical
Harm

Political
Motivated
arrest

30

Clash
Groups

32

20

Attempted
Murder

Intimidation/
harrassement

102

67

EDO

Destruction
of Properties

Intimidation/
harrassement

In your opinion, what was the predominant violence in Ondo and
Edo States before the Peace Accord signing by the National Peace Committee?
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D

uring electioneering, it is a strategy to silence other political
parties and make random voters
and supporters of a particular candidate
disinterested in voting. All these acts are in
the quest for inter-relational dominance.
Three editions of the factsheet released by
KDI towards the governorship election in
Edo and Ondo States due to her electoral
violence tracking, monitoring, and docu-

menting effort revealed that Intimidation
and harassment took over 70% of the
potential for violence tracked and documented.
Furthermore, Intimidation and harassment
took the top spot in the breakdown of
electoral violence and potential for violence tracked and documented at the preelection phase in Edo and Ondo states. ⁴ ⁵ ⁶
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MAJORITY (82%) OF THE EDO STATE RESPONDENTS ARE AWARE OF THE
NATIONAL PEACE COMMITTEE INTERVENTION, WHILE ONLY 48% OF THE
ONDO STATE RESPONDENTS ARE AWARE.

A

wareness creation, either for or
against an issue or an event during
the election period, is also one
strategy for preventing electoral violence.
Creating awareness on electoral issues
either to educate voters or to speak
against social problems such as electoral
violence helps to bring a wide range of
behavioral changes and actions.
The peace accord signing before any
election is one such event that needs
massive awareness. Majority (82%) of the
Edo State respondents are aware of the

National Peace Committee Intervention,
38% are characterized by uncertainty, are
not sure if they knew about the Peace
accord signing or not, while 14% are not
aware of the peace accord.
In Ondo state, the reverse is the case. Only
48% of the respondents in Ondo state are
aware of the peace accord signed by
political parties and their candidates. 21%
are not sure if they are aware of the peace
accord signing and 38% of the respondent says they are not aware of the peace
accord.

14%
NO

NOT
SURE

NO
12%
NOT
SURE
38%

6%

YES
ONDO

48%

EDO

YES
82%

Are you aware of the National Peace Committee's
intervention in the just concluded Governorship elections?
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The Peace Accord signing event was
broadcasted live on popular national
television stations. However, some of the
indigenes, most especially in Ondo state,
are not aware. This calls for domestication
or the involvement of domestic media
stations most especially before the event.
However, raising awareness alone does
not solve the problem but raising awareness for action matters in an environment
like Nigeria. More needs to be done in

raising awareness not just for citizens to
know about the interventions and activities
of the National Peace Committee but also
to spur the citizens to hold political parties
and their candidates to account for the
peace accord they signed. Such awareness will aid citizen-led monitoring and
collective actions that will put candidates
on their toes to abide by the peace accord
provision.

ONDO CITIZENS THINK THE PEACE ACCORD SIGNING HAD A MORE
POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE PEACEFUL OUTCOME OF THE ONDO STATE
GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION, WHILE EDO INDIGENES CONSIDER THE
INTERVENTION OF THE OBA OF BENIN TO BE THE MOST IMPACTFUL THAT
MADE THE EDO GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION TURN OUT PEACEFUL.

M

ajority (71%) of the 48% that are
aware of the Peace Accord
Signing in Ondo state considers
the peace accord signed by political
parties and their candidates, initiated by
the National Peace Committee, as the
topmost contributory factor to the relative
peace enjoyed in Ondo state during and
after the governorship election.

71%

23% of the respondents think the Peace
Accord Signing Initiative narrowly
contributed to the peaceful outcome of
the elections. In comparison, 6% think the
Peace Accord Signing Initiative has
nothing to do with peaceful conduct of the
election.

6%

23%

ONDO

IMPACTFUL

NO IMPACT

SOMEWHAT
PEACEFUL

In your own view, rate the impact of the peace accord signing on the
outcome of the October 10, 2020 Governorship election in Ondo State?
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CASE STUDY BOX 3: IFES VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN ELECTIONS
(VAWIE) PROGRAM

G

ender-based violence has been a recurring feature in Kenya’s elections and many
organizations have included issues of gender into their programs. One of the few
national programs focused explicitly on issues related to gender and election
violence during 2017 was the International Federation of Electoral System’s (IFES) Violence
Against Women in Elections Program (VAWIE). The purpose of VAWIE was to address a gap
in other major programs that rely on more traditional deﬁnitions of election violence. VAWIE
is based on the premise that women experience election violence differently from men, and
that these differences require speciﬁc programming. This campaign was a partnership with
the NGO Health Assistance Kenya (HAK) to provide resources to women affected by election
violence.
This included a phone number that women could call to report gender-based election
violence, receive counseling services, and get health care referrals. IFES and HAK trained
dozens of tele-counselors, held several workshops with community leaders and members of
civil society, and collected data on instances of gender-based violence related to the
election. Reusable shopping bags and stickers with the VAWIE phone number on them were
also widely distributed.
IFES also continued to promote its social media campaign #BetterThanThis to raise
awareness of violence against women during elections as well as combat the growth of
violent online speech directed at women and female candidates.

Which of the following interventions by major stakeholders had a greater impact on
the outcome of the election?

45%

Peace Accord Signing

8%

NOA

7%

ONDO

INEC Stakeholder Meeting

7%

CSOs

6%

Peace Initiative By Traditional Ruler

Furthermore, the National Orientation
Agency's sensitization at the grassroots
was next to the peace accord signing
initiative.
This shows the weight of community
sensitization strategy in peace-building
and electoral violence prevention.

In Edo State, majority thinks the intervention of the Oba of Benin and the Peace
Accord Signing Initiative by the NPC
immensely contributed to the relative
peace seen during and after the governorship election in Edo state.
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Do you think the signing of the Peace accord by the governorship candidates
had any effect on the Peaceful outcome of the election in Edo State?

EDO

71%

7%

22%

AGREE

DISAGREE

SOMEWHAT
PEACEFUL

However, on the same scale, Edo Indigenes consider the Oba of Benin's intervention to be the most impactful that

made the Edo governorship election
peaceful.

EDO

87%

2%

11%

AGREE

DISAGREE

SOMEWHAT
PEACEFUL

In your own view, rate the impact of Oba of Benin’s intervention on the
outcome of the September 19, 2020 Governorship election?

T

his shows the peculiarity of each of
the states. Different stakeholders
have a wide range of inﬂuence and
followers that differ based on community
or hierarchical arrangement. Edo state is
still deeply rooted in its culture. Benin was
the seat of one of the great medieval
African kingdoms. During the 13th century, the indigenous Edo people were run
by a group of local chieftains.

However, by the 15th century, a single
ruler, known as Oba, had asserted control.
The obas brought great prosperity and a
highly organized state to Benin. Under the
dynasty established by Ewuare the Great,
Benin territory expanded to cover a region
between the Niger Delta and the Nigerian
city of Lagos.⁷
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Which of the following interventions by major stakeholders had a
greater impact on the outcome of the election?

56%

Oba of Benin

28%

Peace Accord Signing

3%

CSOs

3%

EDO

2%

Until this period, the Oba of Benin is still of
the most revered, and the Benin culture is
still preserved till the present day. The
higher rating of the intervention of HRM
Eheneden Erediauwa Ewuare II, the Oba
of Benin by the Edo people cannot be far
from the aforementioned factor.
This also calls for proper stakeholders'
analysis and or assessment before an
intervention is being carried out or supported. Carrying out this assessment will
avert misplaced priority and allow targeted and strategic interventions.
In Edo and Ondo states, what stood out in
the ways or channels in which the stakeholders carried out their intervention is the
media engagement.

INEC Stakeholder Meeting
NOA

This study's ﬁndings show that peace
messaging on Television and Radio
stations as advertisement and jingle
signiﬁcantly contributed to the peaceful
conduct of the election.
The media being the fourth estate of the
realm has a duty to propagate the message of peace on their platform, seen in
Edo and Ondo. CSOs like KDI, YIAGA
Africa, and Peacebuilders were all heard
doing one peace initiative or another on
national and local stations.
Also, considering the new normal COVID19 pandemic that has called for the limitation of mass gathering or in-person meetings, more needs to be done on media
engagement and advocacy in subsequent
elections.
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CASE STUDY BOX 4: 'MUST BOL', INDIA

E

ngage young people - especially men - in dialogue around gender-based violence and
from the dialogue identify the different forms of violence that young men face in their
everyday lives. At the beginning of the campaign, CYC formed a core group of young
people who expressed commitment to being in the campaign; this core group designed the
campaign strategy.
The campaign also collaborated both formally and informally with a diverse group of stakeholders, including youth facilitators, activists, gender and sexuality experts, social media
experts and people from UN agencies. The main campaign activities aimed for participants to
create content that is easy to share online – including short ﬁctional videos (30 seconds to 4
minutes each), photos, posters and blogs. At the same time, the campaign was continuously
developing an online community to disseminate the material online. Furthermore, moderated online discussions took place throughout the campaign. In general, they found that
different activities attracted different people. For example, photo contests attracted young
people, whereas a blogathon attracted an older group - only ﬁve people took part in both
contests.
OUTCOMES
The campaign resulted in 30 short ﬁlms on campaign themes created by participants. The
video blog and the YouTube channel had 57,000 views and a membership of 22,000. A range
of thematic conversations, contests, and discussions among participants also took place on
these platforms. In addition, on the ground, the campaign directly reached over 3,500 young
people through campus events. These interactive events explored the personal realm of
young people's lives through evoking experiences, reﬂections, questions and dilemmas.
Active campaigners have emerged as leaders and facilitators, engaging with peers and other
youth to facilitate reﬂection on gender-based violence. The campaign connected many likeminded groups online and ofﬂine to collaborate for short-term actions and long-term
collective effort.
LESSONS LEARNT
During the last quarter of the campaign, when both on- and ofﬂine work was the strongest,
there were only three full-time people working on the campaign – a larger group would have
been much better.
From the beginning, the campaign would have been better if it was seeded with a larger
group of people.
The campaign could have been more youth-led to help develop better ideas on how to
engage youth better.
Bringing the core group together was difﬁcult (as they were from all over the country) – it
would have been better to have developed a core group of people from ﬁve university
campuses in Delhi only, for easier logistics.
For more information https://commutiny.in/
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TWO THIRD OF THE RESPONDENT IN BOTH STATES BELIEVE THAT THE
ELECTION WOULD BE FULL OF VIOLENCE IF THE NATIONAL PEACE
COMMITTEE (NPC) HAD NOT INTERVENED.
ONDO

Peaceful

Full of
Violence

Not Sure

10%

79%

11%

PEACEFUL

Full of Violence

Not Sure

EDO

Peaceful

Full of
Violence

Not Sure

8%

73%

19%

PEACEFUL

Full of Violence

Not Sure

What do you think would have been the outcome of the elections if NPC had
not intervened considering the pre-election situation of the states?

L

ooking at the rising political tension
and electoral violence in Edo and
Ondo States pre-election, majority of
the individual surveyed (79% in Ondo
and 73% in Edo) believe that the governorship election would have been full of
violence had it been the Oba of Benin did
not intervene in Edo state and if there was
no Peace Accord Signing Initiative in both
states.

11% of the respondents in the Ondo state
and 19% in Edo state are characterized
with indecision; they are not sure whether
the election outcome would be violent or
peaceful.
Nevertheless, 10% of the respondent in
Ondo state and 8% in Edo state bluntly
stated that the election would still have
been peaceful if the stakeholders had not
intervened.
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BOX 6: NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL IN GHANA

G

hana's democratic consolidation has made the holding of successful elections the
major focus activity for the NPC so far. The independence, integrity and convening
powers of the NPC have helped reduce tensions in the very closely contested presidential and parliamentary elections of 2008 and 2012.
Supporting mediation from ECOWAS in 2008 complemented these national efforts. During
2012 a tripartite initiative in Kumasi by the NPC, the Asantehene and the Institute of Democratic Governance (IDEG) resulted in a peace and fair play declaration by all presidential
candidates at a public event. Traditional chiefs, the highly respected Muslim Chief Imam and
various other religious leaders also helped to reduce tensions. In the process, the credibility
and legitimacy of the NPC was enhanced.

THE STUDY REVEAL THAT POLITICAL PARTIES AND THEIR CANDIDATES
ABIDED BY THE PROVISIONS OF PEACE ACCORD SIGNED
The majority of the respondent opined that the political parties and their candidates complied with the letter and spirit of the peace accord signed by them. 26% of the indigenes
surveyed in Ondo state and 23% in Edo State believe that the political parties and their
candidates barely abided by the peace accord signed by them. Furthermore, none of the Edo
state respondents disagreed that the political parties and their candidates did not comply
with the peace accord.
In contrast, only 7% of the Ondo State respondents think the political parties and their candidates did not abide by the peace accord provisions outrightly. Tranquility could be felt on the
street of Edo and Ondo state after these interventions. The political gladiators comport
themselves and refrain from load of inimical acts such as hate speech, incitement, and Intimidation that have existed before these interventions. Candidates and political parties can be
said to have respected the result of polls as announced by INEC. Candidates that were
aggrieved instead seek legal redress at the Election Petition Tribunals. This single act made
all their supporters go about their daily activities calmly. Ultimately, there were minimal
reports of post-election violence in both states.
Would you agree that the candidates abided by the peace
pact they signed at the Peace Accord Signing?

ONDO

67%

Agree

77%

26%

Somewhat
Agree

23%

7%

Disagree

0

EDO

MAJORITY THINKS INTERVENTION LIKE THE PEACE ACCORD SHOULD BE
SUSTAINED FOR FUTURE ELECTIONS.

A

ssessing the citizens' view on what
they think of peace accord initiative
in future elections. Majority of the
respondents in both Edo and Ondo states
believe so much that interventions like the

peace accord signing and the use of
respected traditional and religious leaders
as peace ambassador should be sustained. This calls for more support for the
NPC.

would you agree that the peace accord signing should be sustained for future elections?

88%
Disagree

Agree

2%

ONDO

10%

87%

EDO

Disagree

10%

Somewhat
Agree

Agree

1%
Somewhat
Agree
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04

RECOMMENDATIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS

THE NATIONAL PEACE COMMITTEE
As a matter of urgency, the National Peace Committee and other stakeholders should start
thinking of how some of the committee's activities can be done virtually. Also, more media
engagement is needed in preventing and mitigating electoral violence. This is due to the
reality brought on us by the COVID-19 pandemic.
The NPC needs to assess situations before devising intervention to be implemented in the
state or region. Also, there are CSOs that do some of this assessment periodically. If
otherwise, NPC can leverage the technical expertise of CSOs, synergize with them to get data
and reports that will serve as an informative tool for her engagement.
The NPC needs more awareness creation strategic at the grassroots. This can be achieved by
engaging local media to propagate her peace message.
The NPC need to also create an intervention plan for the media. This is to see that the media
spread the peace agenda, and not biased reporting.
NPC needs to create a strategic engagement and action plan for at least ﬁve years. This will
help coordinates the operations of the committee.
The NPC can also institute a strong, non-partisan Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) system
that will help resolve intra-party conﬂicts before elections and mediate in issues arising from
the election day leading to post election.
NPC should consider establishing the peace committee structure at the regional and state
level. The regional and the state is in need of this structure for swift intervention during and
beyond elections.
TRADITIONAL LEADERS
Traditional rulers as gatekeepers of the communities, they must be engaged to use their
platforms to reach out and sensitize the citizens on the need for peaceful elections.
Traditional institutions should be fully integrated and involved in Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) system before, during, and after elections.
POLITICAL PARTIES
Political parties and their candidates need to make themselves available for the peace accord
signing. Any political parties and candidates on the ballot that is absent from the peace
accord signing event should not be regarded as a peace ambassador.
Equally, political parties and their candidate should abide by the provisions of the peace
accord. They must begin to lead by example and sensitize their members to stay peaceful
before, during and after elections.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Political parties and their candidates should play by the rules and desist from rhetoric (Hate
Speech) that could cause disunity and hatred. Hate Speech will only incite followers to
perpetrate violent acts.
Political parties and their candidates should ensure their campaign is issue-based. This will
make voters know their plans and be able to make informed choices.
INEC
INEC should strengthen their collaboration with stakeholders such as Civil Society Organization, the National Peace Committee and reputable traditional Councils to start a long
term peace building engagement in states across Nigeria months before election.
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS
Civil society organizations should partner with other stakeholders to do a long term
community engagement that will reinforce peace long before elections; this will help upscale
voter sensitizations against electoral violence, peace education, peace initiatives, and early
warning signals.
MEDIA
The media house need to support other stakeholders in spreading the peace messages on air
waves before, during and after elections
SECURITY AGENCIES
Inter Agency Consultative Committee on Election Security (ICCES) should collaborate with
others stakeholders such as the National Peace Committee, reputable traditional leaders.
The security agencies can also use major event like the peace accord signing to popularize
their dedicated hotlines for the elections so that citizens can call in to give them information as
regards security.
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