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DISCLAIMER
This document has been produced by Kimpact Development
Initiative to provide information on electoral violence in Edo State
2020 Governorship Election.
KDI hereby certiﬁes that all the views expressed in this document
accurately reﬂect the analytical views of the information gathered
from the ﬁeld through NEVR monitors which were veriﬁed, reliable
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Whilst reasonable precautions had been taken in preparing this
document, KDI and International Foundation for Electoral Systems
(IFES) shall take no responsibility for actions taken based on any
views expressed herein or information provided in this report.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Electoral violence has become an integral part, a major concern and topic of discussion among civil
societies and international organizations in the account of elections in Nigeria. The growing interest in
electoral violence and its mitigation has led to an increasing number of activities to examine the causes,
consequences and possible ways of mitigating same; one of which is the Nigeria Election Violence
Report (NEVR) project. The NEVR project, supported by International Foundation for Electoral
System (IFES) aims at developing the capacity of civil society organizations to monitor, analyze and
respond to incidents of election-related conﬂict before, during and after elections in Nigeria. The
project promotes collaboration and dialogue between election stakeholders in order to mitigate and/or
prevent election violence. The NEVR project is built upon the Election Violence Education and
Resolution (EVER) program developed by IFES from global best practices in monitoring and mitigation
of election violence and through implementation in over a dozen countries around the world. The NEVR
project was implemented in Edo State with regards to its 2020 off-cycle governorship election.
The project pushed for increase in public knowledge and awareness of the dangers of electoral violence
before during and after elections; increase in the participation and involvement of election stakeholders
in the prediction, prevention, documentation, and mitigation of electoral violence; increase in the
capacity of CSOs and the electorate to predict, prevent, document and mitigate electoral violence; and
taking proactive steps to understand and mitigate threats to security faced by women and other
marginalized groups during the electoral period both online and ofﬂine. In order to achieve these,
activities such as hotspot mapping, desk review, monitor's step-down training, production of jingles and
video to aid understanding the need for a peaceful election, hosting of billboards with massages of
peaceful co-existence in identiﬁed hotspots, advocacy visit to relevant stakeholders, release of fact
sheets, press conferences, dialogues sessions, and media engagements were carried out in the course
of the project.
The NEVR project monitored the pre-election period, election-day activities and post-election period in
the project implementation State; through 40 trained monitors (NEVR monitors) across the 193 wards of
the 18 LGAs of Edo state. The monitors were saddled with the responsibility of monitoring and
reporting electoral violence, peace initiative and potential for violence, Violence against Women in
Elections (VAWIE) and Hate speech towards the 2020 governorship elections in the State. In order to
have a baseline to work with, Kimpact/NEVR carried out a background check by tracing the political
history and the history of political violence in Edo State.
Following analysis of historical records,Edo State showed a history of violence during elections held
within the State. KDI also, prior to the commencement of the NEVR project, carried out an assessment of
COVID-19 and electioneering to help determine the impact of the pandemic on elections around the
world and how same would affect citizen's active participation in the Edo and Ondo States governorship
elections scheduled to hold in 2020. The assessment showed the likelihood of low voter turn-out for the
elections as a result of the public's fears around the COVID-19 pandemic and the lack of a viable cure for
the pandemic. Post-election analysis saw the validation of this assessment.
As part of her pre-election period monitoring, Kimpact/NEVR observed the primary elections of the two
major political parties in Edo State – PDP and APC. In order to increase the participation and involvement
of election stakeholders in the prediction, prevention, documentation, and mitigation of electoral
violence, an Election Security Risk Assessment was carried out in the 18 LGAs of Edo State to determine
the hot spots in the State. Once the analysis was carried out, the reports and recommendations were

presented to relevant stakeholders for appropriate mitigation plan and the security measures required
for those hot spots. KDI/NEVR then proceeded to monitor the pre-election incidents of violence,
potential for violence and the peace initiatives and civic education carried out by government agencies,
civil society organizations and individuals to mitigate the violence. 25 incidents of violence, 36 potential
for violence, 3 incidents of violence against women in elections (VAWIE) and 49 peace initiatives were
tracked and documented.
For effective election-day monitoring, a KDI/NEVR Election Situation Room (KNSR) was set up from 18th
through 19th September, 2020 in Benin, Edo State to harvest ﬁeld reports from the 40 trained NEVR
monitors deployed across the 18 local government areas of Edo State. KNSR, a situational analysis
platform set up to provide swift, credible, and real-time analyses of information and give objective
insights into incidences of election violence and potential for violence, document same and provide
rapid response to emergencies – especially in the crisis situation during the 19th September Edo
governorship election.
On the election-day, KNSR monitored, veriﬁed and documented 37 incidents of violence, 24 potential
for violence and 2 VAWIE. Post-election monitoring commenced from the collation of the polls through
to the announcement of results, return of the winner, reaction of all parties to the results announced and
the political atmosphere in the State there after. The NEVR project documented 1 incident of violence
and 2 potential for violence; and examined compliance of signatories to the 15th September 2020
peace accord put together by the National Peace Committee. Having monitored, documented and
analyzed the pre-election, election-day and post-election phases of the 19th September governorship
election in Edo State, and having seen the decadence that permeated the system and impunity that
continues to raise ugly heads in the history of elections in Nigeria, KDI made recommendations for better
and violence free elections in the future of the country.
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Edo State, southern Nigeria, is located in the Midwestern region of Nigeria, with
Benin City as its capital city and largest urban center. The state was created on
August 27, 1991, from the defunct Bendel State. The state has eighteen (18) Local
Government Areas and three (3) Senatorial Districts. The state is bordered by
Kogi State to the North, to the west by Ondo State, the south by Delta state and the
east by both Kogi and Anambra States. The state occupies an area of 19,794
square kilometers. Its strategic location makes it the major artery to all the regions
of the Federation and the food basket of the South-South geo-political zone of the
country.
According to the results of the 2006 census conducted by the National Population
Commission (“NPC”), Edo state has an estimated population of about 3.2 million
people. Furthermore, about 51% of the population is male, while 49% are female
(NPC, 2006). With a growth rate of 3.2% per annum, the population of Edo State is
estimated to be approximately 5,060,796 as at 2020. Edo State comprises of
some main ethnic groups which are Edos, Esans, Afemas, Owans, and AkokoEdos. All these groups trace their origin to Benin City; hence the dialects of these
groups vary with their distance away from the capital, Benin City. There are also
Igala-speaking communities as well as Urhobos, Izons, Itsekiris, and Yoruba
communities within and on the borderlands of the state. The mention of Edo state
amongst outsiders invokes visions of bronze heads and natives clad in beads; this
is the testament to the fame of the Benin – Bini art.
The Queen Idia ivory mask of Benin was made the ofﬁcial symbol of the Second
World Black and African Festival of Arts and Culture, FESTAC 1977.

https://www.britannica.com/place/ Edo-state-Nigeria
National Population Commission, 2007
http://invest.edostate.gov.ng/project/ arts-culture-tourism/
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POLITICAL BACKGROUND
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Edo had been one of the states favored with well-qualiﬁed human resources,
which is a product of the mass free education of the Action Group Government of
the old Western Region. It was also a beneﬁciary of oil resources after the NigeriaBiafra civil war, 1967–1970 (from which it did not directly suffer). Various state
governments, notably the long-serving governments of Dr. Samuel Ogbemudia
and Professor Ambrose Alli, were credited with pioneering several initiatives in
the areas of human capital and infrastructure development.

Edo had been
one of the
states favored
with wellqualiﬁed human
resources, which
is a product of
the mass free
education of
the Action
Group
Government
of the old
Western Region

These pioneer administrations became the reference points—in effect, the source
of a “golden age” narrative—for judging the performance of successive
governments. Chief John Oyegun was later elected as civilian governor of Edo
State on the SDP platform, during the transition to democracy launched by
General Ibrahim Babangida and served from January 1992 to November 1993.
He was removed from ofﬁce after General Sani Abacha seized power. After the
return of civilian rule in 1999, Chief Lucky Igbinedion was elected governor on the
PDP platform. The allegations of corruption leveled against Igbinedion by the
time he departed in 2007 contributed to the protest vote against the ruling
People's Democratic Party PDP) that catapulted Adams Oshiomhole into power.
Governor Oshiomhole assumed ofﬁce in November 2008 following a successful
court appeal to retrieve the mandate given to him by the people of Edo.
Eighteen months earlier, the Independent National Electoral Commission
indicated that the PDP's Oserhiemen Osunbor had won. Following protracted
hearings, the Court of Appeal gave a judgement in Oshiomhole's favor.
Oshiomhole's legal challenge was endorsed by a constellation of powerful social
forces buttressed by a variety of interest groups.

Edo
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All Progressive
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of Edo State

PDP had governed Edo state for eight years before the court invalidated the
election that brought Professor Oserheimen Osunbor to power in May 29, 2007.
ACN which later merged with CPC and some faction of ANPP to form the “All
Progressive Congress” (APC) govern the state for approximately 11 and a half
years before the long-standing reported feud between the former governor of
Edo State, Comrade Adams Oshiomhole, and that of the incumbent Governor of
Edo State, Godwin Obaseki.
Following this feud, Gov. Godwin Obaseki defected to PDP, and was granted a
waiver to contest in the party primaries and later won the primary election to be
the candidate of the PDP for the 2020 governorship election slated for
September 19, 2020.
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HISTORY OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN EDO STATE
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Electoral violence is a variant of political violence that connotes the subversion of
the electoral process through violent means. Factually, violence is a major feature
of political life, and in particular, political violence is a central part of political
competition across the three levels of government in Nigeria.
Unfortunately, Edo State falls within the category of states where election periods
are usually associated with violence, and all manner of ﬁssiparous tendencies.
Historically, the prevalent forms of political violence in Edo State exude in
violence-prone campaigns, thuggery, political assassinations, arsons, election
related ethno-religious crisis, snatching of ballot boxes and so on and so forth. For
instance, reports have it that notable political motivated assassinations took place
in Benin City, Edo State between 2000 and 2005 before 2007 elections:
A list of unresolved political assassinations

State, Felix Eboigbe, was killed by gunmen

in Nigeria from 1986 - 2005 published by

in Benin City. According to the International

the African Journal of Political Science and

Crisis Group, Felix Eboigbe was killed

International Relations states that, Joseph

shortly after indicating his intention to

Osayande was shot in Benin City on 4

contest the chairmanship of Oredo Council

December 2000. Although his death is

in the 2007 elections. The Former

described as a political assassination, no

Commissioner for Information and

information was found regarding which

Chairman of Oredo Local Government area,

political party Joseph Osayande

Mr Victor Ebomoyi, was arrested over the

belonged to.

murder. A replica of this report was seen in
the 2007 article by the African Journal of

In August 2005, a PDP councillor of the

Political Science and International Relations.

Oredo Local Government area of Edo

4 https://oer.unn.edu.ng/read/ electoral-violence-in-nigeria-thecase-of-the-april-14-2007-edo-statehouse-of-assembly-and-governorshipelections-vol-12-no-1-2010/ﬁle.pdf
5 Igbafe A A & Ofﬁong O J 2007, 'Political Assassinations in Nigeria: An Exploratory Study 1986-2005', African Journal of Political Science and International Relations, Vol. 1, pp. 9-19,
May, Academic Journals website Accessed 25 May 2012
6 International Crisis Group 2007, Nigeria's Elections: Avoiding Political Crisis, 28 March, Africa Report No. 123, p. 10 Accessed 25 May 2012
7 Adekoye V 2005, 'LG Boss Arrested Over Murder of PDP Leader', 18 August, Online Nigeria Accessed 25 May 2012
8 Igbafe A A & Ofﬁong O J 2007, 'Political Assassinations in Nigeria: An Exploratory Study 1986-2005', African Journal of Political Science and International Relations, Vol. 1, pp. 9-19,
May, Academic Journals website Accessed 25 May 2012 ; Okhomina O 2005, 'Nigeria: Angst as a PDP Chieftan is Murdered', Vanguard, 28 August, All Africa website Accessed 25 May
2012

During the April 14 2007 gubernatorial
and House of Assembly pre-election,
election day and post-election periods,
Edo state experienced political
assassinations, sporadic gun shot, and
deadly clashes between rival gangs
organized by politicians and parties. Over

When it comes
to election
violence in Edo
State, every
demography
and sex have
their share in
electoral violence
either as
perpetrators
in which the
youth are
mostly used
for or victims.

ﬁve persons were killed across the state
with other forms of violence perpetrated
by parties' supporters which was as a
result of INEC announcement of the PDP's
Senator Oserheimen Osunbor the elected
governor having polled 329,740 as
against Oshiomhole's 197,472; and the
ruling PDP captured 14 seats in the State
House of Assembly leaving only 7 for the
Action Congress at the State House of
Assembly with the results of Akoko-Edo
and Etsako Central LGA cancelled and
bye-elections scheduled because of the
level of violence which did not make the
atmosphere conducive for elections to be
peaceful. In spontaneous reactions to the
announcement, pockets of violent
demonstrations were recorded across the
state. This included the torching of the
homes and property of some Party

stalwarts and supporters by angry and
aggrieved electorate in Benin, and other
parts of the state which led to a dusk todawn curfew. Also, in Igarra, an ofﬁcial of
INEC in Akoko-Edo LGA was set ablaze
while INEC ofﬁce in the council was
razed by ﬁre.
In August 2010, Online Nigeria reported
that Oghogho Omoregbe, of the AC
party was gunned down in Edo State
after declaring his intention to contest a
seat in the House of Representatives
during the 2011 elections. No
information was found regarding who
was responsible for the attack.
Furthermore, on 5 May 2012, the
Vanguard reported the assassination of
Olaitan Oyerinde, the Principal Private
Secretary to the Action Congress (AC)
party Governor Adams Oshiomhole and
the Deputy National Secretary of the
Nigeria Labour Congress. Olaitan
Oyerinde was killed by four 'suspected
assassins' at his home in Benin City.

When it comes to election violence in Edo State, every demography and sex have
their share in electoral violence either as perpetrators in which the youth are
mostly used for or victims. Overtime, women have become victim of electoral
violence and its impact. In April 2013, there were clashes reported between
supporters of the PDP and the ACN during local government elections in Edo
State which saw an ACN ofﬁcial killed and his wife and two other women were
reportedly kidnapped at Esan west LGA. Also, women are scared of participating
fully in politics in the state due to the competitiveness and patriarchal nature of
the society.

9 Electoral Violence In Nigeria: The Case Of The April 14, 2007 Edo State House Of Assembly And Governorship Elections By Lambert Uyi Edigin And Neville Onebamhoi Obakhedo,
2010
10 Aspirant Shot After Declaring His Intention to Contest' 2010, Online Nigeria¸ 9 August Accessed 25 May 2012; Onwudiwe E & Berwind-Dart C 2010, 'Breaking the Cycle of Electoral
Violence in Nigeria', December, US Institute of Peace, Special Report No. 263, p. 4 Accessed 25 May 2012
11 Ebegbulem S & Enogholase G 2012, 'Political Tension Heightened As Oshiomhole's Aid Is Assassinated', 1 5 2020 Gubernatorial Election in Edo State Vanguard, 5 May Accessed 25
May 2012
12 Nigeria Conﬂict Bulletin - Edo State November, 2013
13 Patriarchy and the state of Women participation in Governance in Edo State of Nigeria. By Dr (Barr) Ainabor Augustine Eguavuon, 2018
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OVERVIEW OF THE NEVR PROJECT
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The Nigeria Election Violence Report (NEVR) project, supported by International
Foundation for Electoral System (IFES) aims at developing the capacity of civil
society organizations to monitor, analyze and respond to incidents of electionrelated conﬂict before, during and after elections in Nigeria. The project
promotes collaboration and dialogue between election stakeholders in order to
mitigate and/or prevent election violence.
The NEVR project is built upon the Election Violence Education and Resolution
(EVER) program developed by IFES from global best practices in monitoring and
mitigation of election violence and through implementation in over a dozen
countries around the world. NEVR uses a holistic methodology, human-centered
approach to support local partners in their efforts to monitor, mitigate and share
information on electoral violence.

1.6

OBJECTIVES OF THE NEVR PROJECT
The objectives of this project are:
To increase public knowledge and awareness of the dangers of electoral
violence before during and after elections
To increase the participation and involvement of election stakeholders in the
prediction, prevention, documentation, and mitigation of electoral violence
To increase the capacity of CSOs and the electorate to predict, prevent,
document and mitigate electoral violence
To take proactive steps to understand and mitigate threats to security faced by
women and other marginalized groups during the electoral period both
online and ofﬂine.
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1.7

Project Activities
Monitoring:
40 Communitybased monitors,
including
3 lead monitors

for the three
Senatorial Districts

NEVR METHODOLOGY
The NEVR methodology provides a framework for systematic information
gathering, standards for veriﬁcation, and analysis of tensions and community
indicators. NEVR brings together organizations, election ofﬁcials, government
leaders, and Civil Society Organizations to build capacity so they can work
together to promote and ensure violence-free elections. Speciﬁc NEVR activities
focused on conducting risk assessments, mapping, monitoring and reporting,
advocacy, early warning signals, and public education. Training modules, online
tools and data management systems, advocacy guidelines, public reporting tips,
and other tailored products were implemented based on Edo State needs.
Project Activities Monitoring: 40 Community-based monitors, including 3 lead
monitors for the three Senatorial Districts of the State were trained to document
violence, track indicators, measure levels of tension, and build relationships with
government, law enforcement, political and community leaders. NEVR monitors
learnt skills to identify election violence and track tension levels, to interview
sources, to verify reported violence and assess tension levels, and to accurately
document their ﬁndings.
Reporting: All the information gathered are immediately relayed up to the NEVR
website, and subject to veriﬁcation and quality control by the project team before
showing up on www.nevr.org for public access. Collected data is analyzed and
published in regular reports with alerts or calls to action as needed. Reporting
increases public accountability for those who commit or fuel violence.
Mitigation: Mitigation strategies are based on available data, location context
and need analyses. Targeted advocacy campaigns, peace initiatives programs
for community peace during and after elections were designed and
implemented.
Technology: NEVR implemented tools such as online mapping and early
warning signals to communities to facilitate the speed and reach of information
gathered by community-based monitors. Monitors were trained to send reports
via online platforms, which feeds into a public website built on the Ushahidi
platform. The sites mapped each incident down to the street level, where
possible, and by category of the incident, providing an overview of conﬂict
dynamics to stakeholders and the public.

1.8
Once the
information are
fed into the
NEVR website,
the site mapps
each incident
down to the
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when possible,
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of the incident

NEVR WEBSITE
The NEVR website, built on the Ushahidi platform that houses veriﬁed reports
gathered by NEVR community based-monitors. Monitors were trained to send
reports via the VTrack App as well as WhatsApp messages and phone calls via the
toll free line. These reports are fed into the website from any part of the world. The
VTrack is a citizen-led violence tracking initiative by Kimpact Development
Initiative (KDI) using a scientiﬁc approach (in-depth research) through data
gathering by the trained and deployed citizens to quantify violence, most
especially Electoral Violence and Gender-based Violence.
The VTrack initiative is aimed at providing an impartial voice on electoral violence
and gender-based violence through citizen observation with the ultimate goal of
ending the culture of impunity by documenting and publishing disaggregated
data; and informing relevant stakeholders in number why security of lives and
properties matters. Once the information are fed into the NEVR website, the site
mapps each incident down to the street level, when possible, and by category of
the incident, providing an overview of conﬂict dynamics to stakeholders and the
public. It helps the communities with early warning signals to facilitate the speed
of response provided and reach of information gathered by community-based
monitors.

20

1.9

NEVR IN NUMBERS

During the
pre-election
stage,KDI tracked

The Nigeria Election Violence Report monitored the three stages that made up
the 2020 governorship election cycle in Edo State, tracking election related
violence, potential for violence and peace initiatives. The three stages are Preelection, election-day and post-election stages. During the pre-election stage,
KDI tracked 25 incidents of violence, 36 potential for violence, 49 peace initiatives
and 3 violence against women. The election-day itself, 19th September, 2020,
KDI tracked 37 incidents of violence, 24 incidents of potential for violence and
two violence against women. Post-election period was relatively peaceful, only
one incident of violence and two potential for violence were tracked and
reported.

25 incidents of
violence,
36 potential for
violence,
49 peace
initiatives and
3 violence against
women.
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CHAPTER TWO
COVID-19, THE RISKS AND IMPLICATIONS ON ELECTIONS

News of the emergence of the 2019 novel coronavirus, now commonly referred
to as COVID-19 ﬁlled the airwaves in December 2019. On 11th of March, 2020,
the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the new coronavirus a global
pandemic. Unfortunately, “The COVID-19 pandemic is not only a health and
economic emergency; it is also a crisis for democracy, human rights, and
governance that could undermine or collapse fragile democracies.” Election
beena major democratic component and an integral part of inclusive society was
affected as countries postponed, while some others considered the practicality of
postponing elections. Postponement of elections in most countries was
considered a necessary safety measure to avoid community spread.
In as much as the day-by-day advice of epidemiologists and public health ofﬁcials
must be considered, and the fact that health and safety are essential; the
quarantines, the closing of community spaces, and other actions to contain the
spread of this deadly virus introduced complications and implications on the
timing and administration of elections. Other risk factors that must be considered
include:
Constitutional crisis
Economic implications
High-handedness from political opportunist
Loss of voice

2.2

INEC'S DECISION TO GO AHEAD WITH THE ELECTION

Having assessed the risks and implications of postponing elections in the face of
COVID-19 pandemic that was ravaging the globe with no viable vaccine to
combat it, and the measures put in place to limit the wide spread of the virus, such
as ban on public gathering, the question arose for democratic societies for whom
elections is fundamental, “do we keep postponing elections?” Elections, being
the nucleus of democracy; and for a government to be properly referred to as
democracy, the government must be organized in accordance with the principle
of popular will, popular participation, periodic election and majority rule.
Postponement of elections in some cases may defeat the essence of this
principle.
In order to ensure the rule of law is not trampled upon, it became essential that
election management bodies (EMBs) and public authorities around the world
made well-informed decisions with the inputs of health authorities.These
decisions vary, depending on each country's public health capabilities, level of
spread of the disease, and other contextual factors. Countries

Mitigating the Impact of COVID-19 through Democracy, Human Rights, and Governance (DRG) Assistance by CEPPS (Strengthening Democracy through Partnership)

saw beyond postponing elections by pushing to see how the fundamentals of
democratic values such as the right to vote and be voted for could be ensured
without endangering the lives of the citizen who would participate in the elections
and election workers who would ensure all processes are seamless. Eleven
countries held elections in the heat of the COVID-19 pandemic between March 4
and April 15, 2020, albeit with mitigating measures in place to prevent and or limit
the spread of the virus.

In Nigeria,
there is a limit
to how long a
statutory election
could be
postponed,
as the
Constitution of
the country
put a time frame
to the conduct
of such elections

Many countries considered modiﬁcations to how elections are conducted,
including but not limited to introducing or expanding postal voting. Discussions
around internet voting also gained momentum.

On the Nigerian democratic scene, the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) was expected to conduct two off-cycle state governorship
elections - Edo and Ondo States in the year 2020. Unfortunately, the Covid-19
pandemic continued to ravage the country, keeping almost the whole country
under lock down, with no one being able to predict with certainty when the
pandemic would abate. Then the question arose, how long could INEC postpone
an election for?” In Nigeria, there is a limit to how long a statutory election could
be postponed, as the Constitution of the country put a time frame to the conduct
of such elections. Section 178 (2) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999 and section 25 (8) of the Electoral Act 2010 (as amended) provides
that:
an election into ofﬁce of the Governor of a state shall be held on a date
not earlier than 150 days and not later than 30 days before the expiration
of the term of ofﬁce of the last holder of that ofﬁce.

https://www.ifes.org/publications/considerations-internet-voting-overview-electoral-decision-makers

The policy,
according to
INEC, shall
apply to all
elections and
electoral
activities of
the Commission
during the
COVID-19
pandemic.

2.2.1

The tenure of ofﬁce of the incumbent governor of Edo State expires on the 11th of
November, 2020, which meant the election could not be postponed beyond the
13th of October, 2020. To avoid any form of constitutional crises, and taking
cognizance of the profound impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the electoral
process, extensively deliberated on how best to respond to the impact of the
pandemic on election administration, INEC stated clearly in its press release of
the 21st of May, 2020 that the Commission was committed to conducting all
elections that were due within the extant legal framework, placing premium on
public safety and mitigation of health risks from COVID-19. In fulﬁlment of this,
INEC, while putting a Policy on Conducting Elections in the Context of Covid-19
Pandemic in place, slated the 19th of September, 2020 for the conduct of the
2020 off-cycle governorship election in Edo State.

INEC'S POLICY DOCUMENT ON CONDUCTING ELECTION AMIDST
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Having armed itself with Section 160 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1999 which empowers INEC to by rules or otherwise,
regulate its own procedure or confer powers and impose duties on any ofﬁcer or
authority for the purpose of discharging its functions; and Section 153 of the
Electoral Act 2010 (as amended) to issue regulations, guidelines and manuals for
the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of the Act, the Independent National
Electoral Commission released a policy document on the 21st of May, 2020,
“Policy on Conducting Elections in the Context of the Covid-19 Pandemic”.
The policy, according to INEC, shall apply to all elections and electoral activities of
the Commission during the COVID-19 pandemic. The purpose of the policy was
to enable ofﬁcials and staff of the Commission understand and respond
adequately to the challenges of conducting elections in the context of the Covid19 pandemic and its health and ﬁnancial implications, and to provide a guide for
engagement with stakeholders during election.

KDI conducted
a survey in Edo
and Ondo States
to poll indigenes'
opinion and
collect necessary
data in order to
assess the
possible impact
COVID-19 would
have on the
elections in the
two States

2.3

INEC inferred that the immediate challenge COVID-19 poses to the electoral
process is health related. In order to mitigate this and protect voters, election
ofﬁcials and other stakeholders in the electoral process, the Policy document
stated that the Commission shall implement the use of general protective
measures such as the use of Infrared thermometers in all Registration Areas,
Collation Centers, the Local Government Area Collation Centers and the State
Collation Centers.
The Policy also made mandatory, the use of face masks for all involved in the
election process and this must be worn at all election locations; the use of alcohol
based hand sanitizers for election ofﬁcials at the polling units; the use of
methylated spirit and cotton wool to disinfect the Smart Card Readers (SCRs) after
the ﬁngerprint of each voter is read; enforcement of the rules of physical
distancing at all election activities including stakeholder engagements, training,
queuing at Polling Units. Strict adherence to all protocols issued by the NCDC,
Presidential Task Force on COVID-19, State Committees on COVID-19 and other
relevant health authorities were also made mandatory.
Furthermore, INEC suspended the Continuous Voters Registration (CVR) for the
time being to prevent the health risks associated with registration in the context of
COVID-19. The Commission made available its electronic channels for voters to
check their registration status. The commission decided to adopt face to face and
electronic approach for her trainings, voter education and stakeholders'
engagement. And where the face to face approach is important and cannot be
avoided, strict adherence to COVID-19 protocols would be observed.

KIMPACT COVID-19 AND ELECTIONS SURVEY REPORT
To gauge what citizens, think of INEC conducting elections amidst COVID-19 in
terms of willingness to vote, ways they think COVID-19 would affect the 2020 offcycle governorship elections and what they think should be done concerning the
elections, KDI conducted a survey in Edo and Ondo States to poll indigenes'
opinion and collect necessary data in order to assess the possible impact COVID19 would have on the elections in the two States. The aim of the survey was to
assist INEC, Civil Society Organization (CSOs), and other relevant election
stakeholders answer the question of likely complications and or implications that
may arise due to COVID-19, as well as averting constitutional crisis.
The reported was also expected to help relevant stakeholders prepare ahead and
deploy early responses to avert other forms of complications that could arise as a
result of the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic.

See generally the Policy Document on https://inecnigeria.org/policy-on-conducting-elections-in-the-context-of-the-covid-19-pandemic/ for other guidelines

2.3.1
Key Informant
Interviews (KII)
with major
stakeholders
and experts
from Edo and
Ondo States
who have realtime
information
were
conducted to
get their
informed
perspectives
on the political
realities of the
states amid
COVID-19.

SURVEY METHODOLOGY
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The survey, which was carried out in May, 2020 had 890 respondents in total; 510
and 380 responses from Edo State and Ondo State respectively.

The total number of respondents (890) in the two states that was surveyed, 68%
were male while 32% were female. Kimpact COVID-19 and Elections
Questionnaire (KCEQ) was developed by research experts as a data collection
tool. KCEQ was administered online to limit physical contacts in line with COVID19 prevention protocol through random sampling from thirty-six (36) local
government areas (18 LGAs in each of the States) in Edo and Ondo States. The
survey had representation from all the senatorial districts in both Edo and Ondo
States. The data collected was weighted to be the representative of the adult and
indigenous population by gender and age distribution to reduce non-response
bias. The weights assigned were in proportion to the 2006 Nigerian population
ﬁgures. Key Informant Interviews (KII) with major stakeholders and experts from
Edo and Ondo States who have real-time information were conducted to get their
informed perspectives on the political realities of the states amid COVID-19.

2.3.2

SURVEY FINDINGS
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The survey revealed that Low voters' turnout may mar the 2020 off-cycle
governorship elections in Edo and Ondo States due to COVID-19. Although voter
turnout has been going on a downward trend in every election year in Nigeria,
despite the fact that the number of registered voters has been on the increase.

The survey
revealed that
Low voters'
turnout may mar
the 2020 offcycle
governorship
elections in Edo
and Ondo States
due to COVID19

Voter turnout for the 2016 off-cycle governorship elections in Edo and Ondo
States were 32% and 35% respectively. Data archive of election results in Edo
state showed that the trend of voter turnout had been declining since 2003 Edo
State governorship elections despite the increase in the number of registered
voters. The 2003 governorship election witnessed a high voter turnout – 78%, but
reduced drastically to 41% in 2012. 2016 governorship election witness a further
decline in voter turnout to 32%. By the 2019 presidential election, a further
decline to 27.90% in voter turnout had occurred.

If voter turnout had been on the downward trend while elections were conducted
under normal atmosphere, the question “what will voter turnout look like?” with
the Covid-19 pandemic situation permeating all the countries of the world, and
considering that INEC has stated that the 2020 off-cycle governorship elections in
Edo and Ondo States would not be postponed.
As at May when the survey was carried out - May 28, 2020 to be precise, Edo State
had 172 active cases, discharged 58 persons and recorded 10 deaths. Ondo
State had 3 active cases on admission, discharged 19 and recorded 2 deaths
according to the records of Nigeria Center for Disease Control (NCDC). At the
time, COVID-19 had a devastating effect on nearly all aspects of life in the whole
country, including Edo and Ondo States. Nigeria had put a ban on inter-state
travels, so that there was no guarantee that indigenes would be able to travel
home to perform their civic duties. In the light of which, most indigene
respondents (48.1%) of Edo and Ondo States says it is likely that low voter turnout
mar the September 19, 2020 and October 10, 2020 governorship elections in the
States because of the fear of contracting COVID-19 disease and the uncertainties
that came with the pandemic. Asides the fact that there were no viable vaccines to
guarantee immunity against the disease, one could not tell any person who was
infected apart so as to avoid contact with them.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-election-khamenei/iran-announces-low-poll-turnout-blames-coronavirus-propaganda-idUSKCN20H09Z
https://www.ifes.org/news/low-voter-turnouts-fear-disinformation-and-disrupted-supply-chains
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The best that could happen in a democratic election is a high turnout of voters and
equal levels of participation across all segments of the society. However, the view
of the Edo and Ondo state indigenes is not far from what had been seen in
elections conducted amid COVID-19. Iran announced a 42% turnout in its
parliamentary election, the lowest rate since the 1979 Islamic revolution. In the
United States as well, turnout in some Democratic primaries was arguably
strongly affected. In Illinois, voter turnout decreased by 25 percent in comparison
with the 2016 primary.

Despite all of
these concerns
shown by
indigenes
respondents,
majority (82%)
in Edo and Ondo
State says they
will vote if INEC,
in conjunction
with public
health experts
provides
preventive and
mitigation
guidelines

17.9% of the respondents were concerned about the possibility of increase in the
rate of community transmission. Up till the 2019 general elections, Nigerians still
voted using the manual based system or the in-person voting structure. In-person
voting could barely reduce human interaction because it is an act of voting that
requires the physical presence of voters. With the likelihood of having multiple
voters at the polling units the same period, this could aid the spread of COVID-19.
19.1% of respondents thinks COVID-19 could affect election logistics while 14.9%
of respondents believes the integrity of the upcoming gubernatorial elections will
be undermined because of COVID-19.
Despite all of these concerns shown by indigene respondents, majority (82%) in
Edo and Ondo State says they will vote if INEC, in conjunction with public health
experts provides preventive and mitigation guidelines and measures such as
Physical Distancing, Personal Protective Equipment and Hand Sanitizers while
18% opposed this.

Although two-thirds of Edo and Ondo States indigene expected that the
governorship elections would be disrupted by COVID- 19, a sizable majority
opposed postponement and expects INEC to conduct elections under strict
safety measures.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-election-khamenei/iran-announces-low-poll-turnout-blames-coronavirus-propaganda-idUSKCN20H09Z
https://www.ifes.org/news/low-voter-turnouts-fear-disinformation-and-disrupted-supply-chains

14.4% think
COVID-19 is
unlikely going
to affect voter's
conﬁdence and
willingness to vote.

Even when more than half of the respondents believe COVID-19 pandemic will
subside before the elections - September 19, 2020 and October 10, 2020 for Edo
and Ondo States respectively, two-third (65.6%) of Edo and Ondo State natives
say it is very likely that the coronavirus outbreak will signiﬁcantly disrupt people's
conﬁdence and willingness to vote in the governorship elections. 20% say it is
somewhat likely COVID-19 disrupt voters' conﬁdence and willingness to vote.
14.4% think COVID-19 is unlikely going to affect voter's conﬁdence and
willingness to vote.
Though, many feel the upcoming elections could be disrupted by COVID-19, less
than half of the respondents feel conﬁdent that the voters willing to deﬁle all odds
to vote in the upcoming elections will be able to do so in Edo and Ondo States.
The chart below shows the conﬁdence level of the respondents that the citizens
who want to vote in the upcoming elections will be able to do so.

Nevertheless, sizable majority (67.9%) opposed that the elections should be
postponed. They expect INEC to conduct the governorship elections under strict
safety guidelines and measures such as physical distancing, personal protective
equipment for election ofﬁcial, wearing of face mask and hand sanitizer etc.
26.8% say INEC should postpone the gubernatorial election till further notice.
While 5.3% said INEC should just conduct the election using the usual processes
and procedures.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-election-khamenei/iran-announces-low-poll-turnout-blames-coronavirus-propaganda-idUSKCN20H09Z
https://www.ifes.org/news/low-voter-turnouts-fear-disinformation-and-disrupted-supply-chains
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3.1

OBSERVATION REPORT OF THE EDO STATE ALL PROGRESSIVE CONGRESS
(APC) PRIMARY ELECTION

3.1.1

BACKGROUND - ELECTORAL FRAMEWORK (DIRECT MODE/INTERNAL
PARTY CRISIS)

The Independent
National
Electoral
Commission
(INEC) on the
9th of June,
2020 approved
the direct
primary mode
for the All
Progressives
Congress (APC)
primary election.

Just as elections is the nucleus of democracy, so is political party's primary
elections a signiﬁcant component of the election cycle. However, internal party
process and procedure coupled with godfatherism are often acrimonious; they
most often than not result in dissatisfaction from one or more party chieftain(s) or
faction. This is not far from what happened in APC, Edo State. The long-standing
reported feud between the camps of the National Chairman of APC, Comrade
Adams Oshiomhole (now former), and that of the incumbent Governor of Edo
State, Godwin Obaseki led to a lot of verbal exchanges. This took a new turn when
the National Working Committee of the APC under the leadership of Oshiomhole
proposed direct mode of primary election slated for the 22nd of June, Gov.
Obaseki, and his supporters vehemently faulted this, insisting that indirect mode
be used.
Amidst this, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) on the 9th of
June, 2020 approved the direct primary mode for the All Progressives Congress
(APC) primary election. INEC stated this clearly that the law only allowed the
commission to relate with the national chairman and national secretary when it
pertained to party primaries.
On Monday, the 22nd of June ahead of the 19th of September governorship
election, Edo APC Primary Election Committee conducted the primary election
amid COVID-19 using the direct mode of primary election. Direct primary
dictates that all card-carrying party members across the state will vote to
nominate the party's ﬂag bearer in the upcoming September 2020 governorship
election, following Section 87 of the Electoral Act, 2010.
Kimpact Development Initiative (KDI) carried out observation of the APC party's
primary elections randomly across the State, touching wards in all the Local
Government Areas of the State. Elections started with the accreditation of cardcarrying party members, while the actual voting was done by raising of the hand
of the voters in most of the wards observed. The raised hands were counted by
the ofﬁcials conducting the election. Ballot papers were, however, provided for
voters in some wards, such as Oredo ward 8, and voters ticked their preferred
candidates with pen.

3.1.2

COMMENCEMENT OF ELECTION AND CLOSING OF POLLS
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KDI noted that accreditation and voting commenced by 8:00am in almost all the
wards observed. In some other wards such as Esan West, ward 4, the voting
commenced shortly before 9:00 am. However, in some wards, such as IkpbaOkha ward 7 and 8 and Esan Central ward 4, the primaries were not conducted,
though it was later gotten that in aforementioned wards elections were
conducted in the compound of party leaders. As early as 10:00 am, voting was
over in some wards such as Etsako East Ward 3, while in some others voting were
concluded by 11:30 am. The early closure of polls cannot be disassociated from
the early commencement of polls.

3.1.3

VOTER TURNOUT - WOMEN, YOUTH
There were difﬁculties in determining the turnout of party members. These
difﬁculties are a result of the Edo APC Primary Election Committee's or the
political party's inability to provide a comprehensive list of her registered party
members. Nevertheless, a cursory look and assessment at the various wards show
few women participated in the primaries. There were a large number of youth
who participated in the primaries in the Edo North Senatorial District. In contrast,
fewer participated in the Edo South Senatorial District.

3.1.4

VIOLENCE AND POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE
The APC party primaries were relatively devoid of violence. Though there were
security agents present at the primaries to forestall violence, there were no
reports of violence in any of the wards monitored by KDI. Desk research had
shown that this is due to the lack of intense competition in the party primaries as it
is widely known that the APC screening committee disqualiﬁed Governor
Obaseki before the primary elections due to some credentials details he used in
contesting for the same governorship seat in 2016. Governor Obaseki later
defected to the Peoples Democratic Party, sinking the competitiveness in the
primary election.

3.1.5

COMPLIANCE TO COVID-19 SAFETY MEASURE
COVID 19 guidelines such as physical distancing and use of face mask were
adhered to by voters in almost all the wards monitored. Although there was no
strict compliance in a few of the wards, such as Oredo Ward 8. In most polling
units, party members who were allowed into the voting venue were not more than
20 in compliance with COVID 19 directives for social/physical distancing.

3.1.6

THE ELECTION AND ELECTION RESULT
At the end of the primaries, Pastor Osagie Ize-Iyamu was declared the winner of
the governorship primary of the All Progressives Congress (APC) in Edo by
27,838, defeating his closet rival Mr. Pius Odubu who had 3,776 votes and Mr.

https://dailypost.ng/2020/06/22/breaking-ize-iyamu-declared-winner-of-apc-primaries-in-edo-state/
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Osaro Obaze who got 2,724 votes. However, in some wards, where ballot papers
were used, it was observed that results declared were more than the number of
the party members seen to have entered the voting area.
APC PRIMARY ELECTION RESULT

3.1.7

OBSERVATION REPORT OF THE EDO STATE PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC
PARTY (PDP) PRIMARY ELECTION

3.1.8

BACKGROUND - ELECTORAL FRAMEWORK (INDIRECT MODEL/COURT
ORDER)

Amidst court
injunctions and
counterinjunctions,
the PDP held its

Amidst court injunctions and counter-injunctions, the People's Democratic Party
(PDP) held its party primaries on Thursday, 25th June, 2020. Mr. Godwin Obaseki,
the incumbent governor of Edo State who defected to PDP following a major
disagreement with his former party, the All Progressive Congress (APC) was
granted a waiver to contest in the party primaries after the party had concluded its
screening process for aspirants. Mr. Omoregie Ogbeide-Ihama an aspirant in
PDP had dragged the National Working Committee and Mr. Obaseki to court by
Motion Ex-parte, praying the court to preclude Obaseki from participating in the
Party's primaries towards the upcoming September, 2020 governorship
elections.

party primaries
on Thursday,
25th June, 2020

This is on the ground that he, Obaseki did not purchase the Party's form within the
stipulated time. The Federal High Court sitting in Port Harcourt granted his
prayers on the 22nd day of June, 2020. In another case instituted by Mr. Felix Irioh
and Mr. Tom Irehobhude at the Federal High Court sitting in Ekpoma, the court
bar PDP from excluding Obaseki in the Thursday Party's primaries on 23rd June,
2020. In a twist, the Federal High Court, Port Harcourt struck out Mr. OgbeideIhama's case when he withdrew the case after all the parties involved agreed to
settle their differences out of court.
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Having settled and done away with all court cases, the stage was set for the party's
primaries at the Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium, Benin City, Edo State. Four
candidates, Mr. Gideon Ikhine, Mr. Omoregie Ogbeide-Ihama, Mr. Kenneth
Imasuagbon and Mr. Godwin Obaseki, the incumbent governor of the State
contended for bearing the ﬂag of the party in the September, 2020 governorship
election. On the June 22, 2020, Mr. Ikhine stepped down, pulling his weight
behind Gov. Obaseki. Obaseki emerged the sole candidate of the party when the
other candidates stepped down for him, shortly before the commencement of
the polls.
Peoples Democratic Party conducted an indirect primary to nominate its
candidate for the September 2020 governorship elections where delegates of
the party came out from all the Wards of the Local Government Area of Edo State
to cast their vote. Despite the fact that Gov. Obaseki was the sole candidate for the
primaries, the party still went ahead with the polls in consonant with the Electoral
Act, 2010, the Party's Constitution and acceptable democratic practices.

3.1.9

COMMENCEMENT OF ELECTIONS AND ELECTION RESULTS
The event started at around 5:00pm on Thursday, June 25, 2020. Delegates were
accredited and queued according to their local government areas. They were
counted and given ballot paper for casting their vote. The actual voting started at
a few minutes after 6:00pm and the polls closed around 9:00pm. At the end of the
primaries, Obaseki polled 1,952 out of the 2,024 total vote cast. The remaining
vote cast were declared invalid.

3.1.1.1

VOTERS TURNOUT – WOMEN AND YOUTHS
A good look at the participants at the primaries showed that a good number of
women and youth participated fully in nominating the ﬂagbearer of the party at
the primaries.

3.1.1.2

VIOLENCE AND POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE
The primaries went without recording any form of violence, although high level
and tight security was recorded. The high-level security could however be
attributed to the presence of the incumbent governor and other high-powered
personality at the venue of the event. The lack of violence may be attributable to
the fact that all internal party crisis that could result to violence had been settled
within the party before the commencement of the primaries.

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/edo-2020-obaseki-emerges-pdp-candidate/

3.1.1.3

COMPLIANCE TO COVID-19 SAFETY MEASURES
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Compliance to the NCDC guideline on COVID 19 as regards physical distancing
was very good until the arrival of the governor when the venue became rowdy and
thereafter, the organizers and participants failed to comply with the rule of
physical distancing.
Other guidelines were strictly adhered to – water and soap for handwashing were
placed at several points around the stadium, nose-mask was given to everyone
who went into the stadium, and so was hand sanitizer; although this was reported
to have gone round.

3.2

ELECTION SECURITY RISK ASSESSMENT
The gross consequences of electoral violence on democracy call for a framework
such as hotspot mapping. A framework that will search the political environment
to map out early warning signals, factors, actors, and potential hotspots for
proper election security planning and programming. In order to achieve this, KDI
carried out a pre-election hotspot mapping tagged Election Security Risk
Assessment

3.2.1

AIM OF THE STUDY
The Election Security Risk Assessment (ESRA) of Nigeria Election Violence Report
(NEVR) is an in-depth, holistic, and pre-election assessment of all factors of the
society that could give rise to electoral violence; thereby creating an effective
electoral violence mitigation plan that will map out hotspot areas, identify early
warning signals, mobilize citizen monitoring, and mitigation efforts. Ultimately,
informing relevant institutions, especially INEC, security agencies, and civil
society organizations (CSOs) of information that could assist them in a secure
election environment to deploy appropriate responses.

3.2.2

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The objectives of the study are to:
Show an independent, accurate and ongoing tool for assessing the potential risk
factors to elections;
Elicit views and opinions of the citizen about the risk factors towards ascertaining
the actors, actions, and factors among others that are peculiar to the community
which can constitute threats to peaceful elections
Assess, map and track the level of risk in the community in order to identify
'hotspot zones' where there may be an increased level of risk;
Share the risk assessment with relevant institutions and promote the use of the
same as an early-warning mechanism so that an effective mitigation plan against
electoral violence can be formulated;
Assist EMBs to integrate risk assessment tools into its security planning for the
elections
Reduce the risk of violent incidents and wider conﬂict during elections

3.2.3
The survey for
the study was
conducted from
July - August
2020 across the
eighteen
(18) LGAs of
Edo State

3.2.4

METHODOLOGY
This study searches the environment in the run-up to the 2020 Edo State
governorship election. The survey for the study was conducted from July - August
2020 across the eighteen (18) LGAs of Edo State ahead of the said elections, by
KDI/NEVR ﬁeld researchers through a survey.
A sample size of 1294 respondents was drawn using a web-based experiment.
Questionnaires were used by assessors to elicit responses from the respondent.
Also, a review of secondary sources, in addition to the questionnaires were used
by assessors to ground the analysis.

RESPONDENTS

3.2.5

GENDER DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS

3.2.6

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS

Ages 18- 35
with 57.6%,
30.9% of the
respondents
are between
the ages of
36 – 50. Ages
51-80 took
10.7% of the
respondents,
while the
remaining
0.9% are aged
above 80.

The chart shows that the majority of the respondents are within the youth
demographic, ages 18- 35 with 57.6%, 30.9% of the respondents are between the
ages of 36 – 50. Ages 51-80 took 10.7% of the respondents, while the remaining
0.9% are aged above 80.

3.2.7

ESRA KEY FINDINGS

3.2.7.1

HISTORY OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE
Asked if there has been history of political/electoral violence in Edo State,
respondents had different opinion. The share of the respondents who believe
there has being a history of political and or electoral violence in Edo state is
59.2%. In comparison, 26.7% do not believe that Edo has any history of electoral
violence. However, 14.1% are uncertain if there is any history or not.
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Most of the indigenes that expressed their views said 15 LGAs out 18 LGAs of Edo
state have one form of political and electoral violence or another predominant in
it. However, the people of Akoko Edo, Ikpoba Okha and Owan West have a
contrary view. 56.3% of the respondents in the Akoko Edo consider their LGA to
be very peaceful from the past; they opined that Akoko Edo has not been
experiencing electoral violence.
A small
percentage
(11.51%)
believe the
election will
be violent.

3.2.7.2

Only 35.2% expressed that Akoko Edo has a history of electoral violence. 8.45% of
the respondents are not sure if Akoko Edo has a history of electoral violence.
Among Owan West people, there is just a small difference of 1.19% between the
indigenes that believe the LGA has a history of electoral violence or not. 15.48%
are indifferent about the history of political and electoral violence in Owan East. In
Ikpoba Okha, the difference in the beliefs of those that consider the LGA to have
experienced electoral violence or not is equally narrow (6.25). However, 28.75
are not sure about the history of violence in the state.
EXPECTATION OF PEACEFUL ELECTION
There is empirical evidence that the majority have a peaceful expectation as
regards the forthcoming elections. However, we cannot throw away the simple
majority that is not sure of what their expectation is concerning the peaceful
conduct of the governorship election.
Summarily, 45.98% of the respondents in their views believe the election will be
peaceful, while 42.50% do not know what to expect. However, a small percentage
(11.51%) believe the election will be violent. The difference between those that
believe the forthcoming election will be and those that are not sure is narrow
(3.48%).

3.2.7.3

HOTSPOT MAP
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From the survey, the possibility of violence is unlikely in Akoko Edo and Igueben
Local Government Areas.
At the same time, Oredo, Ikpoba-Okha, Ovia North-East, Owan West, and
Uhummwode are projected somewhat likely to experience violence. However,
the remaining eleven (11) local government areas: Ovia South West, Orhionwon,
Egor, Owan East, Etsako West, Etsako Central, Etsako East, Esan Central, Esan
North East, Esan South East and Esan West have a high tendency of experiencing
violence.

3.2.7.4

RISK FACTORS
Risk Factors That Could Cause Electoral Violence in 2020 Edo State Governorship
Election

At the same
time, Oredo,
Ikpoba-Okha,
Ovia North-East,
Owan West, and
Uhummwode
are projected
somewhat likely
to experience
violence

The survey reveals that “Political thuggery” (56.7%) constitutes a signiﬁcant risk of
the twelve clearly deﬁned risk factors and actors that could cause electoral
violence, “Vote Buying” (41.9%) is also one risk factor that requires attention
which is closely followed by Party thugs on the risk factor chart.
The level of tension that the “Cultism” (26.7%), “Impatient Youths” (25.8%) and
“Undue Interference by party agents” (24.6%) could generate cannot be thrown
away, as it is not far in the degree to the topmost. The happenings in Edo state
currently have substantiated the result of this survey. Ranging from political
parties, its candidates, and its supporters' intimidation and harassing one another
resulting in a clash between the two main political parties in the country, All
Progressives Congress (APC), and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), near the
palace of the Oba of Benin. The destruction of political party campaign materials
such as posters and billboards, recent attacks and clashes in political party
campaign rallies cannot also not be ruled out. All of these cannot be parted from
political thuggery, cultism, and impatient youth. Undue interference by party
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agents on the Election Day cannot be put aside as well. This serious concern is a
trend noticeable and drawn since 2015 from off-cycle elections to 2019 General
elections. Party agents that are duly accredited by INEC to represent a political
party or candidate to witness the voter registration, display of the Preliminary
Register of Voters (PRV), Polling and counting processes on behalf of their
political parties/candidates at speciﬁc registration, polling and counting venues
most times are the ones disrupting polls. This crept-in, in 2015, and it is gradually
establishing itself as a threat to elections in Nigeria.

3.2.7.5

EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN GROUP
More than two-third believe that exclusion of young people could trigger
violence in the 2020 Edo State Governorship Elections.

9% believe
that women
should be given
a fairground
to participate
in the election

The chart above shows that more than two thirds (70.9%) of the respondents
believe that the exclusion of young persons from the electoral process could
portend a more signiﬁcant threat to the peaceful conduct of the election in Edo
state. Only 10.4% of the respondents think the exclusion of the PWDs persons
from the electoral process could portend a more signiﬁcant threat to the peaceful
conduct of the election in Edo state. PWDs also have the power of choice, and that
needs to be protected. Polling units need to be accessible to PWDs, and they
need to participate in the forthcoming elections without any form of
discrimination. 9% believe that women should be given a fairground to
participate in the election especially as candidates and voters.
This reﬂects the actual state of gender imbalance in our society. The voice of
women seems not to be considered as one necessary to be part of democratic
processes despite the vital roles they play in society.
Women's political participation and representation has not been encouraging in

recent times, despite all efforts to increase this globally. A lot of socio-cultural and
political factors are responsible for this in Nigeria, from the patriarchal nature of
the society, violence in elections, and deliberate exclusion in political processes.
This is still veiled, as evidenced in the gender equality index. As of November
2019, Nigeria ranks 133 of 149 countries in the Global Gender Gap indices.
In the 2019 general elections, women made up 47% of registered voters.
However, only 8% were cleared to vie for political ofﬁces during the presidential
elections. Everyone has the right to participate in democratic processes such as
elections. Low female participation in election is evident in the number of
contestants (just two out of fourteen) for the post of the ﬁrst citizen of Edo State
according to the list published by INEC.

In the 2019
general elections,
women made up
47% of registered
voters. However
only 8% were
cleared to vie
for political
ofﬁces during
the presidential
elections.

On 18th July 2020, the Independent National Electoral Commission, (INEC)
published the ﬁnal list of candidates eligible to participate in the September 19th
governorship election in Edo State. This list consist of 14 political parties with 14
governorship candidates. 12 of the 14 governorship candidates are male while
two are female. It also showed that only two of the deputy governorship
candidates are female.
The two female Governorship candidates are Mabel Akomu Oboh of African
Democratic Congress (ADC), and Agol Ebun Tracy of New Nigeria Peoples Party
(NNPP), while the two female deputy governorship candidates are Mogbelehan
Pauline of Labour Party (LP) and Omion Omonye of Social Democratic Party
(SDP).It must be noted that neither of the two leading political parties (APC and
PDP) ﬁelded any female candidate either as governorship or deputy
governorship candidates. This is in spite of the afﬁrmative action clauses in their
parties' constitutions.
The low representation of women in politics is most likely to remain the bane of
political participation in Nigeria if conceited effort is not made to aggressively
address the situation.

3.2.7.6

INEC PREPARATION
INEC Preparation is Key to the Peaceful Conduct of the Forthcoming Election

Among 1294 respondents in Edo State, over half of the respondents believe that
INEC has a signiﬁcant role to play in the 2020 Edo State governorship election.
They believe that INEC should prepare well to avoid any form of inadequacies
ranging from transportation of sensitive materials to avoid late commencement
of polls, the effectiveness of smart card reader, adequate distribution of election
materials, and competence of ad-hoc ofﬁcers.
18.8% of the respondents believe INEC preparation does not have anything to do
with peace in the elections. 28.8% of the respondent are unresponsive to what
role needs to play in ensuring a peaceful election. The inadequate logistical
arrangement could likely constitute a threat to peaceful elections.

Similarly, more
than half
(67.3%)
believe that
any logistical
challenges in
the election
could
constitute a
threat to
peaceful
conduct.
Similarly, more than half (67.3%) believe that any logistical challenges in the
election could constitute a threat to peaceful conduct. 14.1% disagree that
inadequate logistical preparation does not have to do with peace in the
upcoming elections.

The belief of the respondents towards what could lead to the logistical challenges
is not far from one another. 47.9% believe method and/ or means of
transportation to convey election ofﬁcials and sensitive election materials need to
be well planned; otherwise, it could cause challenges.
The issue of transportation has in past elections and most times is seen as the
major challenge responsible for the late commencement of polls. 41.2% believe
that inadequate operational planning could cost a lot in the elections. In all, 44%

of the respondents believe the security of sensitive election materials is
paramount and should be well planned; otherwise, the hijacking of vehicles
carrying sensitive election materials can lead to a knotty situation.
In another view of factors that are relevant to INEC which could constitute a threat
to the forthcoming elections, many (61.3%) of the respondents say INEC, in
collaboration with security agencies, should prepare adequately to secure
election materials from being snatched and destroyed. 41% believe election
ofﬁcials should be transparent during sorting and counting procedure as it is
usually the climax of the polling process, and poses a signiﬁcant threat to the
peaceful conduct of the elections.

3.2.7.7

FAKE NEWS
The chart below shows that a majority (52.1%) of the respondents agreed that
fake media news could portend a more signiﬁcant threat to the peaceful conduct
of the election in Edo state. In comparison, 24.7% think provocative media
campaigns (Hate Speech) by the political parties could incite violence, while 23%
of the respondents believe favoritism from media stations could cause violence in
the forthcoming elections.
Deliberate disinformation or hoaxes spread via traditional, print, and social
media is on the increase especially on social media. Majority of the people use
social media to spread fake news so as to attract viewers to their pages or
timelines so as to generate online advertising revenue.

The popularity of social media, primarily the Facebook News Feed and Twitter,
have all been implicated in the spread of fake news. These platforms are used to
spread fake news, misinform and dis-inform the public who do not verify the
authenticity of such information. Fake news is written, and many of these fake
news cannot be disassociated from hate speech, which sows hatred in the mind of
an average Nigerian.
Media is an instrumentality that is widely used to store and disseminate
information; such a tool should not be used as a tool in the hand of any political
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class to communicate hatred. The media should show not a pinch of favoritism;
they should make their reporting unbiased as many counts on them to be
informed. Many of the respondents see fake news as a threat to the peace of the
forthcoming gubernatorial election; thereby, they seek to see a measure to curtail
it as we move into elections.

3.3

TRENDS OF ELECTORAL VIOLENCE LEADING TO THE OFF-CYCLE 2020
GOVERNORSHIP ELECTION IN EDO STATE
When it comes to election violence in Edo State, every demography and sex have
their share in electoral violence either as perpetrators or victims. The youth are
mostly used to perpetrate violence.
Equally, they are mostly the victims. Overtime, women are also not excluded, they
have become victim of electoral violence and its impact. In April 2013, there were
clashes reported between supporters of the PDP and the APC during local
government elections in Edo State which saw an APC ofﬁcial killed and his wife
and two other women were reportedly kidnapped at Esan west LGA. Also,
women are scared of participating fully in politics in the state due to intense
competition, accompanied with violence and intimidation, as well as the
patriarchal nature of the society.

BILLBOARD ON VAWIE
As the off-cycle 2020 governorship election approached, the political landscape
of Edo State became heated and tensed. The tensed political atmosphere in the
State could, in part, be traced to the feud between the incumbent governor, Mr.
Godwin Obaseki and his predecessor, the former APC National Chairman and
former governor of the state, Comrade Adams Oshiomole.
This acrimonious politicking led to the defection of Gov. Obaseki to PDP and this
rivalry continued to the Campaign activities. Since the defection of governor
Obaseki from APC to PDP, and the conclusion of the party primaries, Edo state
experienced various incidences of violence and potential for violence. These
ranged from murder, violence against women, intimidation, and harassment, to
the destruction of properties, posters, and billboards.
The acts of violence and destruction posed signiﬁcant threat to the citizens of the
state, as violence or potential for violence could erupt anywhere and at any time.
Unfortunately, innocent by-standers become victims of these violence
sometimes. The spate of violence created the fear/impression that there might be
voter apathy as citizens would be too scared to carry out their civic duty at the polls
come 19th September, 2020.

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/edo-2020-obaseki-emerges-pdp-candidate/

It was also feared that there might be postponement of the election, as the
Independent National Electoral Commission threatened to suspend the election
due to the escalation of violence.
As at Wednesday, 20th May, 2020, Edo State had recorded a death of the
pregnant wife of comrade Promise Igbinevbo, who was raped and murdered at
her home. It was reported that her attackers gained entrance into her home
through the ceiling in search of her husband, a Governorship Campaign
Coordinator and when they didn't ﬁnd him at home, they raped and murdered
the wife.
Tension brewed at Ovbiogie community on the 29 June, 2020, when a bloody
brawl in a bar owned by one the Senior Special Adviser to Gov. Obaseki led to the
hospitalization of three victims. Reports had it that, It all started when a spare parts
dealer was beaten by the bar owner after he laughed at Obaseki and his three
credits. On the Saturday, 16 July, 2020 in Benin City, APC in a press conference
accused the Edo State government of vandalizing its candidate's campaign
billboard and poster.

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/edo-2020-obaseki-emerges-pdp-candidate/

VANDERLIZED BILLBOARD

25th July,
2020 was
also another
day noted
for electoral
violence as
there was a clash
between
supporters of
All Progressives
Congress and
People's
Democratic Party
at the front of
the Palace of the
Oba of Benin.

The vice chairman on Media and Publicity Patrick Obahiagbon alleged that the
state government embarked on the destruction and removal of the APC's
billboards at various strategic points in the capital city of Benin. He described the
move as a terrible escalation of abuse of ofﬁce and disregards for the law. 25th
July, 2020 was also another day noted for electoral violence as there was a clash
between supporters of All Progressives Congress and People's Democratic Party
at the front of the Palace of the Oba of Benin. The gathering of the supporters of
the APC was peaceful until the arrival of the state governor who was a guest at the
Palace in company of other State Governors, Party supporters and chieftains. The
APC supporters started chanting “PDP Ole” (PDP are thiefs) when they saw the
convoy of the governor.
The governor of Edo State came to seek royal blessings from the Oba. His Royal
Majesty, Oba Ewuare II, as he ﬂagged-off campaign. The Oba of Benin
admonished the Governorship candidate of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
His Excellency, Mr. Godwin Obaseki to ensure that there is peace before, during
and after the election. He said he is apolitical but will continue to fast and pray for
peace to rain in the land. Shortly after the attack at the front of the palace of the
Oba of Benin, counter-attack was mounted at the round-about in Benin, where
billboards and posters of both APC and PDP were destroyed by party thugs.
On 6th of August, 2020, the roof of the Edo State House of Assembly were
removed by political party thugs to preclude members of the House from sitting
after the impeachment of the Speaker of the House. The trend of violence and
impunity by political thugs, party supporters and even party chieftains continued
thereafter up until the day before the election, with kidnapping, murder,
attempted murder, sporadic gun shots, physical injury to persons, and violence

Patriarchy and the state of Women participation in Governance in Edo State of Nigeria. By Dr Ainabor Augustine Eguavuon, 2018
https://businessday.ng/politics/ article/desperate-moment-for-obaseki-oshiomhole-and-apc-in-edo/

against women; intimidation, harassment; and destruction of properties, posters,
and billboards. There were accusations and counter-accusations of proliferation
of small arms in the State. The table showing the full details of the pre-election
incidents of violence and potential for violence can be viewed in the Annex at
page ...
The widespread of election related violence in Edo State is surmised to be
because election is seen most times as a “do or die affair”. Unfortunately, the
citizens are yet to see perpetrators of electoral violence and other electoral
offenders prosecuted and or convicted.
If there had been prosecution and convictions, the information are not made
public, so they could serve as deterrent to others. It is widely believed by citizens
that violence in election is most often carried out by gangs whose members are
openly recruited and paid by politicians and party leaders to attack their
perceived rivals, intimidate members of the public, rig elections, and protect their
patrons from similar attacks.
Because the people do not see the prosecution and conviction of electoral
offenders, it is easy for them to believe that the architects, sponsors, and
perpetrators of election violence generally enjoy complete immunity because
both the powers of intimidation they wield and their conduct enjoy the tacit
acceptance of the police and government ofﬁcials at all levels.
In order to counter this believe, it is important that justice must not only be done,
justice must be seen by all to have been done in all cases; and the evidence of
same would be easy reference for all to use as warning to others to desist from the
same part.

Human Rights Watch (2007) Election or “Selection”? Human Rights Abuse and Threats to Free and Fair Elections in Nigeria available http://www.hrw. org/en/reports accessed Sunday,
May 16, 2010

3.3.1

TRENDS OF PRE-ELECTION POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED
BY CATEGORY

Potential for
Violence in
Number

Percentage
%

ALLEGATION OF ASSASSINATION PLOT

1

3%

DESTRUCTION OF CAMPAIGN MATERIALS

6

16%

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

3
8

8%
22%

ALLEGATION OF PROLIFERATION OF
SMALL ARMS

1

3%

INCITEMENT

3

8%

INTERNAL PARTY CRISIS

6

16%

HARASSMENT /INTIMIDATION

9

24%

37

100%

Category

HATE SPEECH

Potential for violence are those acts that could incite violence but are not actual
violence.
The categories of incidents recorded as potential for violence are, alleged
assassination plot. The allegation was made by the incumbent deputy governor
and running mate of the PDP governorship candidate. The supporters and or
followers of the Deputy Governorship candidate could run with such notion to
wreak havoc on alleged enemy(ies); the destruction of campaign materials, which
include posters, billboards, and campaign vehicles stood at 16%; violence
against women, which include intimidation, harassment and verbal attacks took
8%.

Violence
against women,
which include
intimidation,
harassment and
verbal attacks
took 8%.

Hate speech, inciting speeches and act which were capable of riling citizens and
party supporters to engage in violence took 22%; and harassment and
intimidation of citizens, opposing party supporters and party members during
internal party crisis and acts of thuggery both top the list of categories of preelection potential for violence at 24%; while internal party crisis involving
defections is counted at 16%. Allegation of proliferation of small arms, though at
3% was highly signiﬁcant.
The Oba of Benin, during his peace initiative intervention in the feud between
Governor Obaseki and Comrade Oshiomole on 2nd September, 2020 warned
that there would be high rate of criminal act in the State after the elections
because the politicians would not be able to retrieve all the small arms that were
being released into the society.
He said further that the politicians would be unleashing trained and armed thugs
on the State after the elections was done and over with. This prediction seemed to

have come to past as there is a cry-out against insecurity in the State as gunmen
unleash mayhem on innocent travelers on various routes to and out of the State.

3.3.2

TRENDS OF PRE-ELECTION POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED
BY PERPETRATOR
Perpetrator

Potential for
Violence in
Number

Percentage
%

PERPETRATORS POLITICAL PARTY MEMBERS

8

22%

POLITICAL THUGS

3

8%

PARTY SUPPORTER

18
6

50%

1

3%

POLITICAL PARTY CHIEFTAIN
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

36

17%

100%

Perpetrators of the pre-election potential for violence in the 2020 off-cycle
governorship in Edo State include political party members who massively
defected from one political party to another due to internal party crisis, which is
22%; party thugs who engaged in disruption of rallies, intimidation and
harassment of citizens, party members and opposition, and destruction of
campaign materials such as billboards, posters, and campaign vehicles is at 8%;
party supporters who engaged in verbal attacks/hate speech, and destruction of
campaign materials such as posters and billboards, thereby making their actions
act of political thuggery tops the list of perpetrators of potential for violence at
50% .
Political party chieftains (17%) is another category of perpetrators of potential for
violence, who engaged in verbal attacks and hate speech. Least on the chart of
perpetrators of potential for violence is government ofﬁcials at 3%. Government
ofﬁcials being the judiciary, INEC, the security agents etc. Agitation arose in the
State when the Court of Appeal, on Monday, 10th August 2010 upturned
deregistration of political parties by INEC. The deregistered political parties
made moves to have the elections postponed so they could prepare to
participate in the election, thereby causing tension and agitation in the State.

3.3.3

TRENDS OF PRE-ELECTION INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED
BY CATEGORY
Incidents of Pre-election violence disaggregated by category
Category

ATTEMPTED MURDER

Potential for
Violence in
Number

Percentage
%

1

3%

13

41%

4
7

13%

2

6%

MURDER

2

6%

HATE SPEECH

1

3%

SEXUAL ASSAULT

1

3%

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

1

3%

32

100%

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY
GROUP CLASH
PHYSICAL HARM
KIDNAPPING

22%

The pre-election period in Edo State recorded one (3%) attempted murder, which
was an attempt made on the life of the PDP candidate when his campaign train
was attacked by opposition party thugs in Apana ward 10 Etsako West LG. Two
(6%) murders were recorded, wherein persons were killed in the course of a
group clash in Ikhin, and the second being the raped and eventual murder in
Benin, of the pregnant wife of a political party campaign coordinator.
This same incident constitutes the 3% each attributed to the sexual assault and
Violence against Women in Politics categories. Other deaths were reported
during the pre-election period, though KDI/NEVR team was unable to verify that
the death occurred as a result of political events or incidents. Also recorded as
incident of violence is the hate speech (3%) which involved a political party
supporter who made a video of himself in a violent act of burning the oppositions'
campaign materials – face cap, t-shirts etc., and calling its candidate unprintable
names.
The said video was uploaded online for the whole world to see. Two (6%)
incidents of kidnapping were recorded, one was the 6 persons that were
kidnapped on their way to a political party campaign rally in Oredo LG, and the
second, a political party stalwart in Egor LG, who was kidnapped in Ugbor GRA
Benin in the same Oredo LG. 4 (13%) incidents of group clash were recorded,
wherein political party supporters clash, especially on campaign trails and
engaged in physical ﬁghts, causing varying degree of physical harm and injuries
to persons and the destruction of campaign materials, including campaign
vehicles.
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NEVR also recorded 7 (22%) incidents of physical harm. It is worthy of note that
political thugs and supporters attacked private homes of members of opposition
to not only destroy properties, but also inﬂicted varying degrees of injuries on
their victims.
Last but topping the chart at 41% is the destruction of properties, including
campaign materials – bill boards, posters and campaign vehicles. As was
mentioned earlier, there were attacks on private home of opposition party
members where they destroy properties.

3.3.4

TRENDS OF PRE-ELECTION INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED BY
PERPETRATORS
Incidents of Pre-election violence disaggregated by Perpetrators

Perpetrator

PARTY THUGS
POLITICAL PARTY SUPPORTERS
YOUTHS

Incidents of
Violence in
Number

Percentage
%

18

72%

6

24%

3
25

4%
100%
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A look at the
disaggregation
of perpetrators
of the violence
and potential
for violence
puts political
party thugs and
political party
supporters as
the
perpetrators of
most of the
incidents

3.3.5

Topping the list of the perpetrators of pre-election violence in Edo State are the
party thugs. Out of the 25 incidents of violence recorded at the pre-election
period, 18 (72%) were perpetrated by political thugs, followed by political party
supporters with 24% and youths with 4%.
A look through the incidents of violence and potential for violence during the preelection period shows the act of political thuggery - destruction of property,
harassment, political party supporter clashes resulting in ﬁghts, which caused
physical harm permeated the political scene.
Also, a look at the disaggregation of perpetrators of the violence and potential for
violence puts political party thugs and political party supporters as the
perpetrators of most of the incidents. It must be noted that political party
supporters are not necessarily thugs in themselves, but where they exhibited acts
of thuggery, they cannot be categorized differently. The analysis so far conﬁrms
the pre-election survey –“Election Security Risk Assessment” (ESRA) carried out by
KDI/NEVR, which puts political thuggery at the top of the factors that could cause
electoral violence in the 2020 governorship election in Edo State.
VICTIMS OF INCIDENTS OF PRE-ELECTION VIOLENCE AND POTENTIAL FOR
VIOLENCE
Political parties were mostly on the receiving end of the pre-election violence and
potential for violence in the Edo State 2020 governorship election process, as
they suffered mass defection of members, thereby creating internal party
acrimonies. Political parties were also the victims of destruction of campaign
materials, billboards, posters and campaign vehicles and disruption of rallies and
campaign. Citizens were victims of incitement and alleged mobilization of thugs
by political parties and the destruction of their properties because they had party
afﬁliation stickers on their movable properties. Citizens were tensed and agitated
through to the election-day as no one could be sure of when and where the next
act of violence would erupt. Women in politics were victims of harassment,
intimidation and hate speech.
Political party chieftains were also victims of verbal attacks and hate speech.
Political party members who defected were on the receiving end of harassment,
intimidation, destruction of properties, internal party crisis; while government
functionaries were not left behind in being victims as some members of the Edo
State House of Assembly were prevented from gaining access to the house
because of their party afﬁliation.
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In order to increase the participation and involvement of election stakeholders in
the prediction, prevention, documentation, and mitigation of electoral violence,
KDI/NEVR monitored peace initiatives and civic education carried out by
government agencies and Civil Society Organizations in Edo State. KDI/NEVR
also carried out some activities to inspire citizens to work towards a peaceful
election, and encourage them to shun violence in the 19th September, 2020
election in the State. KDI/NEVR monitored and documented 49 peace initiatives.
The essence of the peace initiatives was to advocate for a peaceful election and
civil education for citizens. Documentation of peace initiative is to determine how
much of peace initiative and civic education were carried out. The table showing
the full details of the Peace Initiatives and Civic Education tracked and
documented by the NEVR project is annexed to this report .

4.1

KDI/NEVR PEACE INITIATIVES

KDI/NEVR
monitored and
documented
49 peace initiatives.

The KDI/NEVR project had paid Advocacy Visits to stakeholders, ranging from
traditional leaders, religious leaders, youth leaders, political party leaders and
other well-meaning leaders in the polity of Edo State. Billboards with messages
advising the people of Edo to embrace peace & shun violence were hosted in the
three senatorial districts of the State. NEVR jingles were aired on radio stations –
Bronze FM and the Edo Broadcasting Corporation; and a video on the effect of
Violence against Women in Election (VAWIE) on Channels Television to ensure
that the peace messages were far reaching.
The NEVR jingles contain messages showing the danger and caution against
VAWIE, caution against hate speech and campaign against all forms of violence in
election. Both videos and jingles were also distributed as paid advert on social
media platforms to capture the youth demography in the State. The jingles were
produced and aired in English language and Pidgin English so that the locals
could understand the message of the jingles. As part of the mitigation strategy for
a peaceful September Governorship Election in Edo State, two (2) fact sheets on
the Historical View and Current Trends of Election Violence in Edo State and The
Rising Political Tension and Violence Cases in Edo State were produced.

4.2

CONTRIBUTORY FACTORS TO THE RELATIVELY PEACEFUL ELECTION
Following the violence and potential for violence - intimidation, destruction and
murder etc. that rocked the pre-election phase of the 2020 Edo governorship
election, the 19th September elections was relatively peaceful if compared to
projection.A contributory factor to the relative peace enjoyed on the electionday, 19th September, 2020 are the peace initiatives and civic education carried
out by government agencies, respected public ﬁgures, KDI/NEVR Team and

https://youtu.be/rheNCADr7mc
https://www.kdi.org.ng/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/KIMPACT-NEVR-FACTSHEET-ON EdoDecides2020.pdf
https://www.kdi.org.ng/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/KIMPACT-NEVR-FACTSHEET-2-ON-EdoDecides2020.pdf

other Civil Society Organizations. The intervention of the Oba of Benin, Omo
N'Oba Ewuare, the Stakeholders' Forum, organized by INEC in collaboration with
KDI/NEVR and other CSOs and the Peace Accord Signing coordinated by the
National Peace Committee with the support of the KDI/NEVR project and other
CSOs stood out:

4.2.1

INTERVENTION OF THE OBA OF BENIN
On the 2nd day of September, 2020, the paramount ruler of Bini Kingdom, HRM,
Omo N'oba N'edo Ewuare II, at his palace called for peace in a meeting with Com.
Adams Oshiomhole, Mr. Osagie Ize-Iyamu, Gov. Godwin Obaseki, Philip Shaibu
and other political leaders in Edo State. The essence of the meeting was to settle
the dispute amongst the warring parties and their political supporters, in order to
ensure the peaceful conduct of the 2020 governorship election in the State.
The crisis, which began as APC internal party disgruntlement, degenerated into
both verbal and physical attacks and counter attacks; leaving citizens fearful for
their lives and properties. The Oba listen to both sides and counseled them to do
right by the State and the people they were ﬁghting to govern by keeping the
peace and not only ensuring a peace co-existence, but also encouraging their
teaming followers and supporters to eschew violence. The Oba, on God Almighty
and the Bini Ancestors, got both warring sides committed to a peaceful
September 19, 2020 governorship election.

4.2.2

STAKEHOLDERS' FORUM
The Independent National Electoral Commission in collaboration with the
National Peace Committee, Kimpact Development Initiative and other CSOs, on
14th September 2020, interfaced with election stakeholders in a meeting held at
Oba Akenzua cultural centre, Benin City. In attendance were major election
stakeholders which includes leaders of political parties and the governorship
candidates, Security personnel, NOA, CSOs/NGOs, Religious leaders,
International and Domestic observers, Media and representatives from the
palace of His Royal Majesty, Omo N' Oba N 'Edo Ewuare Il, Oba of Benin. At the
meeting, the Chairman of INEC solicits the cooperation of all stakeholders so as to
achieve a free, fair, and credible election. Similarly, the Inspector General of
police, Mohammed Adamu, assured the citizens of adequate policing ahead of
the Edo State governorship election.

4.2.3

PEACE ACCORD SIGNING

The peace
accord signing
event took place
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The National Peace Committee (NPC), in conjunction with Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC), International Republican Institute (IRI), Kimpact
Development Initiative (KDI), Yiaga Africa and European Center for Electoral
Support (ECES), organized a Peace Accord signing event with political parties
and the Governorship candidate ahead of the 19th September governorship
election in Edo State. The peace accord signing was predicated on the
arrangement with KDI to provide the NPC with the reports of her Pre-Election
Security Risk Analysis and NEVR observer reports of election violence mapping to
inform areas where there is potential for election violence, with a view to
engaging leaders of the affected communities on addressing and averting
threats to peace in the build up to the elections.
Having received the reports and seeing the extent of the disruption of the
peaceful co-existence of the people of Edo State, and having seeing the need for
intervention, the NPC initiated the peace accord signing in order to commit the
lead political actors in the State to peace pact for a peaceful election.

The peace accord signing event took place on the 15th of September 2020 at the
Oba Akenzua Cultural Centre, Benin City. In attendance were traditional leaders,
religious leaders, Civil Society Organizations, Media houses, among others. 10
political party chairmen and or their governorship candidates signed the peace
accord document under the supervision of the Chairman of the National Peace
Committee and former President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, General
Abdulsalami Abubakar. The signatories to the peace accord promised the
citizens of the State a peaceful election.
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IMPACT OF PEACE INITIATIVES
In order to determine how much the Peace Initiatives of stakeholders, such as the
interventions of the Oba of Benin, National Peace Committee and initiatives of
other stakeholders impacted the political atmosphere of the 2020 governorship
election-day in EDO State, kimpact conducted a survey. The survey had 326
random sampling respondents, 63% of whom were male while 37% were female,
across the 18 LGAs of the State.

The data gathered from the survey were analyzed. The analysis showed that
majority of the respondents believes the election would have been
characterized by violence if NPC had not intervened, considering the preelection situation in the State.
It would be remembered that the pre-election violence and the political
atmosphere in the State prior to the election suggested that the election-day
was going to be bloody. Citizens were jittery and were not sure they wanted to
go to the polls to cast their votes.As it turned out, the election-day was
relatively peaceful in comparison to citizen's expectations.
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The question asked was, what do you think would have been the outcome of
the elections if NPC had not intervened, considering the pre-election situation
of the states? 73% of the respondents opined that the election would have
been full of violence, while 19% of the respondents were not sure. Only a
handful of people, 8% thought the election would have been peaceful
anyways, without the intervention of the NPC. This would suggest that the
people believed that the intervention of the NPC saved the State a lot of
trouble on 19th September, 2020 – election-day.
It was widely believed that the 19th September, 2020 governorship election in
Edo State was peaceful; in a bid to verify this, respondents were required to
access how peaceful they thought the election was. 48% of the respondents
agreed that the elections was very peaceful, 39% thought the election was just
peaceful while 9% thought it was somewhat peaceful. Whether peaceful,
somewhat peaceful or very peaceful, it was agreed by majority of the
respondents – cumulatively, 96% were in agreement that the said election was
peaceful. While 2% of the respondents were certain that the election was not
peaceful, the remaining 2% were not sure whether the election was peaceful or
not.

Asked if they thought the signing of the Peace accord by the governorship
candidates had any effect on the Peaceful outcome of the election in Edo State,
71% of the respondents agreed that the peace accord signing had tremendous
impact on the outcome of the 2020 governorship elections in the State. 22% of
the respondents were in somewhat agreement, while 7% disagreed totally.

Asked to rate the impact of Oba of Benin's intervention on the outcome of the
September 19, 2020 Governorship election, 44% of the respondents rated the
intervention impactful, another 44% rated it very impactful while 11% of the
respondents rated the intervention somewhat impactful. Only 2% of the
respondents did not see the impact of the Oba's intervention.

96% of the
respondents
adjudged the
peace initiative
It would be recollected that on the 2nd of September, 2020, the Oba of Benin,
of the paramount
HRM Omo N'oba Ewuare II intervened in the feud raging amongst the political
ruler of Bini
kingdom impactful. big wigs in the State, which turned Edo State into a war zone. The Oba brought
all parties involved together to appease them and enjoined them to choose a
peaceful election for the good of the State and the people they were ﬁghting
to govern. Apparently, this intervention resonated with the people, as
cumulative 96% of the respondents adjudged the peace initiative of the
paramount ruler of Bini kingdom impactful.

The intervention of the Oba of Benin had 56% rating as having greater impact
on the peaceful outcome of the September 2020 governorship in Edo State;
while the peace accord signing had 28% rating. This would suggest that the
people Edo State believe that the intervention of the Oba resonated more with
them. Could this be because the Edo people are more traditionally oriented,
and believe more in their gods and ancestors? It would be recollected that the
Oba got the waring political big names in the State to commit to a peaceful
election in the name of their gods and on their ancestors.
The rating of the impact of the intervention of the Oba of Benin could also be
because the Oba is highly and widely respected amongst his people; and had
the listening ears of his people. The Oba did mentioned that if only he had
been able to get all the parties together earlier, the pre-election incidents of
violence witnessed in the State would have been avoided, as parties would
have had no choice but heed his words of admonition. If this were the case,
maybe focus should be placed on the involvement of respected traditional
rulers to provide peace pact amongst politicians towards a peaceful conduct of
elections.
The rating of the intervention of the Oba of Benin and the peace accord
signing does not necessarily diminish the importance of the peace intervention
of other major stakeholders. The peace initiatives of such as sensitizations,
civic/voter education, radio jingles, television advertisement, poster and
billboards provided the background upon which the peace accord signing and
the Oba's intervention stood. The messages were meant to sink into the
subconscious of the people and guide their peaceful comportment at the polls.
The rating of the
intervention of
the Oba of
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Would you agree that the candidates abided by the peace pact they signed at the
Peace Accord Signing? 77% of the respondents agreed that the candidates
abided by the peace pact they signed. The issue of compliance to the provision of
the peace pact will be discussed in chapter 6 of this report .
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Would you agree that the Peace accord signing should be sustained for future
elections? It was agreed by 99% of the respondents that the peace accord
signing should be sustained in future elections.

Would you agree that the candidates abided by the peace pact they signed at
the Peace Accord Signing? 77% of the respondents agreed that the candidates
abided by the peace pact they signed.
The issue of compliance to the provision of the peace pact will be discussed in
chapter 6 of this report.
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5.1

KIMPACT/NEVR ELECTION SITUATION ROOM (KNSR)
– EDO STATE
Kimpact NEVR Situation Room (KNSR), is a situational analysis platform set up to
observe, incidences of violence, potential for violence, voter corruption, human
rights abuses, and any other violent threats to the peaceful conduct of the 19th
September 2020 governorship election in Edo State. The KNSR also aimed at
providing swift, credible, and real-time analyses of information; and to give
objective insights into incidences of election violence and potential for violence,
document same and provide rapid response to emergencies – especially in the
crisis situation during and after the said election.
Kimpact/NEVR Election Situation Room was set up from 18th through 19th
September, 2020 in Benin, Edo State to monitor the Edo State governorship
election and harvest ﬁeld reports from the 40 trained NEVR monitors deployed
across the 18 local government areas of the State. The NEVR monitors were
accredited as domestic observers by INEC under Kimpact Development Initiative
(KDI). Asides the trained monitors, the KNSR also received reports from the
general public via the toll-free line provided by KDI; many of these reports were
tracked and veriﬁed by the NEVR monitors in those locations. KDI also monitored
the media and social media news for reports and fake news on the election, with
the aim of on-the-ﬁeld veriﬁcation by NEVR Monitors and debunking of fake news.
KDI collaborated with other national and international observers on the ﬁeld for
effective information and data sharing.
Reports from the ﬁeld were sent to the KNSR through direct calls and text
message/Short Message Service on the toll-free line dedicated for election
violence reports and other dedicated mobile telephone lines for the duration of
the Kimpact/NEVR Situation Room. Additionally, information were uploaded
through dedicated WhatsApp platforms.

IMAGE

5.1.1
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OPERATIONAL STRUCTURE /PROCEDURE
To ensure the effectiveness of data collation, analysis and response, KNSR was
divided into ﬁve sections: the “Data Gathering Section”, the “Data Veriﬁcation
Section”, the “Analysis/Technical Section”, the “Data Visualization Section” and
the “NEVR website”
The Data Gathering Section constituted the “Data Collection Team”, each of the
data collectors were to directly communicate with all NEVR monitors in the ﬁeld.
They collated all data through SMS system; WhatsApp platform provided and
also direct phone calls to NEVR monitors through dedicated phone numbers
assigned to each person. Three (3) trained individuals worked in this section. Each
was assigned a cluster of NEVR Monitors from a senatorial district to speed up the
process of data generation.
The KNSR coordinator also had an oversight on this team to address logistical or
technical challenges, which could mar the smooth operations of the section. This
team ensured that the ﬁrst level of veriﬁcation was done while interacting with the
NEVR monitors; which is to conﬁrm if the source of information is the monitor as an
eye witness or a secondary source. Depending on the number of incoming calls,
data to harvest on dedicated platforms and or for the second level of veriﬁcation,
data collectors transferred the data or the monitor's call to the “Data Veriﬁcation
Team”.
The Data Veriﬁcation Section consisted of personnel trained on the NEVR
methodology. They subjected the data collected through NEVR monitors and
calls from the citizens to further scrutiny using the NEVR step by step veriﬁcation
plan. Firstly, the code number of the monitor was reconﬁrmed for consistency.
The data veriﬁcation experts moved to the next stage of veriﬁcation if the monitor
was an eye witness, but if otherwise, they checked from other sources to verify the
incident.
At intervals, information sharing sessions happened between the KNSR and other
election monitoring and observation groups. Furthermore, the basic questions of
“Who” (victims and perpetrators), “What” (type of violence), “When” (time),
“Where” (Location), “Why” (What transpire), “How” (Ways the violence was carried
out) and “Impact” (Effect on lives and property) were asked to ensure full
knowledge of the incident. An overall Coordinator was responsible for
intermittently gathering of all available data in line with the categorized checklist
to submit to the “Analysis section” for interpretation.
The Analysis Section was responsible for interpreting the data received from the
“Data Veriﬁcation Section”. They showed the trends in the election, informed
relevant stakeholders for swift response and actions. They provided various
insights and ensured that the various thematic areas of the observation were
distinctly captured, analyzed, reported, and disseminated to relevant
stakeholders for an appropriate response. The Chief Analyst who facilitated and
coordinated the deliberations and reports arising from the group.

His ability to keep the team focused on the emerging issues contributed to the
quick turn out of reports/recommendations.
The Data Visualization Section/Social Media majorly consisted of graphics and IT
experts who communicated the data interpreted by the analyst, encoding it as
visual objects contained in graphics. Their major objective was to communicate
effectively and efﬁciently to active Nigerians by making the information easily
understandable. This information was disseminated on Kimpact's Twitter, and
Facebook ofﬁcial pages tagging all relevant stakeholders. This section equally
comprised of personnel who are vast and versatile on blogging and social media
platforms, they were responsible for online information sourcing and
aggregating data from citizens on social media, namely Twitter and Facebook to
complement the primary reports of the KNSR from the ﬁeld.

5.2

KEY FINDINGS
On Saturday, 19th September, 2020, Kimpact/NEVR Election Situation Room, set
up in Benin, Edo State received reports from the 18 local government areas of the
State. 108 call and 209 messages were received from the ﬁeld from NEVR
monitors and concerned citizens. A total of 118 election incidences were
reported and documented by the NEVR situation room. Out of the election
incidences reported 71 of the incidences were non election/ potential for
violence cases while 47 of them bordered on violence and potential for violence,
ranging from murder, attempted murder, physical assault, harassment,
intimidation of voters, late commencement of elections in some PUs, votebuying, to the conduct of security agencies at all levels. 24, representing 51% of
the 47 cases reported bordered on triggers or incidences of potential for violence
while 23, representing 49% were incidences of violence.
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The Table showing the full details of veriﬁed Election-Day Incidents of Violence
and Potential for Violence is annexed to this report.

5.2.1

TRENDS OF ELECTION-DAY VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED BY CATEGORY
CATEGORIES OF ELECTION-DAY VIOLENCE

Categories of incidents of violence reported and documented by NEVR on
election-day are 4% cases of murder recorded in Orhionwon LGA of an individual
who died in the course of a sporadic gun shots, and another, one of the political
thugs attempting to snatch a ballot box who was shot and killed in a cross ﬁre
between the thugs and the security agents in Esan South East; 6% attempted
murder of one of the INEC accredited domestic observers, who was mistaken for
an INEC ofﬁcial in Esan South East, an INEC Collation Ofﬁcer who was shot in the
neck in Ward 8 of Etsako Central LGA by political thugs who snatched result
sheets, and another INEC Ad-Hoc staff who was beaten into a coma and left for
dead in Akoko Edo.
Physical harm resulting from political party supporter clashes stands at 10%.
Ballot box snatching records 17% while result sheet snatching records 6%. There
were political party supporter's clashes - 8% at poling units which resulted in
physical harm and disruption or temporary delay of the voting process.
Harassment and Intimidation tops the chat at 38% and tension at 4% - these arose

from the activities of political thugs and party supporters shooting sporadically
and beating people up and generally causing commotion which led to disruption
of election in those polling units. Violence against women in election (VAWIE), of
the female accredited domestic observer who was beaten, physically harmed
and threatened to kill and the ones the accredited voters who were harassed and
arrested by security agents stands at 4%.

5.2.2

TRENDS OF ELECTION-DAY VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED BY
PERPETRATORS
Perpetrators of Election-Day Violence

The incidences of violence which were analysed showed that the perpetrators of
the reported incidences were party agents (16%) and party supporters (10%),
who were involved mostly in vote-buying, clashes and disruption of polls; security
agents (3%) who were involved in intimidation and harassment of INEC ofﬁcials;
party thugs (62%) who were involved in shooting and snatching of ballot boxes;
the foreign voter (3%) – a strange face in the community who attempted to vote
but was caught by the electorates, thereby causing uproar which led to temporary
delay of voting at the polling unit; and the INEC ofﬁcials themselves.

5.2.3

TRENDS OF ELECTION-DAY POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED
BY CATEGORY
Categories of Potential for Violence

Categories of potential for violence perpetrated on election-day as monitored by
KDI/NEVR monitors and documented by KNSR are intimidation; harassment of
legitimately accredited observers by men of the Nigerian Police Force, physical
injury; logistics issues on the part of INEC ofﬁcials and disenfranchisement of
voters for not wearing nose mask which all stands at 4%each; voters' unrest
caused by late arrival voting materials, unmanageable crowd, and voters going
berserk just to disrupt counting process for no apparent reasons stood at 17%.
Vote buying which permeated the whole voting process and which cut across
almost all the polling units in the State tops the chart at 46%.

5.2.4
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TRENDS OF ELECTION-DAY POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE DISAGGREGATED
BY PERPETRATORS
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Perpetrators of incidents of potential for violence monitored and documented on
the election-day by KDI/NEVR include, Political Party thugs (4%), who perpetrated
varying degrees of violence ranging from causing physical injury to others;
Political Party Supporters (8%) who engaged in intimidation and harassment;
INEC ofﬁcials (17%) whose delayed arrival in some polling unit caused rowdy
voters' unrest, voters (25%) themselves who were rowdy and engaged in unruly
behavior; security agents (4%) who harassed accredited observers, and engaged
in unprofessional conducts; and party agents who constituted themselves into
vote buyers.
The political party agents top this chart with 42% of violence perpetration,
followed by voters with 25% and INEC ofﬁcials with 17%.

5.2.5

CAUSATIVE AGENTS
Going back to the pre-election survey analysis – Election Security Risk Assessment
carried out by the NEVR project, it will be noted that the risk factors predicted to
be the likely cause of electoral violence in the Edo 2020 governorship election
includes political thuggery which tops the chart at 56% was followed by vote
buying at 41%. Comparing this pre-election survey analysis/prediction to the data
on violence and potential for violence collected at the polls on the election-day
would show that the analysis is spot on.
Despite the relatively peaceful 19th September, 2020 governorship election
conducted in Edo State, acts of thuggery, such as ballot box snatching, disruption
of the polls by harassment and intimidation of the voters, causing tension and
disruption of the polls by sporadic gunshots, beating and causing bodily physical
harm to others and clashes of political supporters marred the election. Vote
buying was done blatantly and with impunity, without minding who was watching;
and unfortunately, there was no report of anyone that was arrested for this act by
security agents.
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5.3

KEY OBSERVATIONS OF THE ELECTION DAY

5.3.1

COMMENCEMENT OF ELECTIONS
Polls commenced early in most of the polling units observed by KDI observers on
Saturday, 19th September, 2020, as ad-hoc ofﬁcers arrived early to set up the
polling units. For instance, accreditation and voting started at the dot of 8:30am in
Owan East ward 3: unit 4 and Etsako West ward 11: unit 1. However, in some of the
polling units, voting started very late as voting materials did not arrive in time. For
example, as at 9:43am, voting materials and INEC ofﬁcials had not arrived IkpobaOkha ward 7 and ward 8: unit 14. Same experience was had in Esan West ward 9:
units 1 and 2. Although INEC ofﬁcials arrived the polling unit at about 7:00am in
Ovia South West ward 4, voting had not started at 9:00am.
The late commencement of elections in certain polling units was a potential for
violence as voters who were already on ground were agitated and the polling
units were becoming rowdy. It took a lot of efforts for the security agents to control
the crowd. The voters had started speculating that the reason for the late
commencement of election was to manipulate the outcome of the election and
some voters who left did not return to vote when the election materials eventually
arrived.

5.3.2
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VOTER APATHY/ DISENFRANCHISEMENT
The level of voter apathy recorded at the Saturday 19th 2020 governorship
election in Edo State was worrisome, as only 25.22% voter turn-out was recorded.
This is a far cry from the 2016 governorship election turnout of 32% and the 2019
presidential election voter turnout of 27.90% as enumerated in KDI/NEVR
Election Security Risk Analysis (ESRA). It was observed that voters' turnout in some
wards were on the low side, and in some places, voters turned back when they
saw that the INEC ofﬁcials had not arrived in Ikpoba-Okha Ward 8 unit 14.
In Esan West wards 5, 6 and 7, the elders turned back home when they couldn't
reach to check their names on the voters' registers which were pasted so high out
of their reach. The low turn-out may also be attributed to
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the pre-election violence and potential for violence which pervaded the
atmosphere in Edo State. Before the intervention of the Oba of Benin kingdom,
Omo No'ba Ewuare II, the INEC's interaction with political parties and their
candidates at a Stakeholders' Forum, and the Peace Accord signing by the
political parties and their candidates under the watch of the National Peace
Committee, the tension in the air and the people's anxiety was palpable. The
political players in the State were engaged in both physical and verbal war. This
may have kept some people away from the polls, with the expectation that there
would be violence at the polling units.
It is easy to
surmise that the
high rate of the
existence of
Covid-19 in the
State played a
signiﬁcant role
in the low voter
turn-out at the
polls

On the other hand, the existence of Covid_19 pandemic in Nigeria may have
played a role in the low voter turn-out, as one of the pre-election surveys carried
out by Kimpact – Covid_19 and Elections Survey Report had found that “low voter
turn-out may mar 2020 Edo and Ondo States Governorship Elections because of
Covid_19”. As at 18th September, 2020, the day before the governorship
election, Edo State had the ﬁfth highest number of conﬁrmed cases of Covid-19
(2,611 conﬁrmed cases) in Nigeria after Lagos, Abuja, Plateau and Oyo States:
and the second highest number of recorded deaths (105 deaths) next to Lagos
State. As at the said date, Edo State still had 79 active cases of Covid-19.
It is easy to surmise that the high rate of the existence of Covid-19 in the State
played a signiﬁcant role in the low voter turn-out at the polls, especially for the
elites who understood the danger the disease which had become a pandemic
poses to the health of the citizens.
The number of Conﬁrmed cases has slightly risen since the election; however, it is
difﬁcult to determine that the activities at the polls contributed to the rise in the
number of conﬁrmed cases of Covid-19 in the State; though physical/social
distancing were not strictly adhered to in most of the polling units in the State.
Three weeks after the election, 9th October, 2020, the data released by the
Nigeria Centre for Disease Control showed that the number of conﬁrmed cases of
Covid-19 had risen to 2,635 in Edo State and death tolls to 107.
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The number of active cases had however come down to 25 cases. Though death
toll had risen to 112, the second highest death rate next to Lagos State by the 15th
November 2020, active cases has gone down to 14 while the number of
laboratory conﬁrmed cases had risen to 2,685.
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5.3.3

It must be noted though that the adherence to the “no facemask, no voting” INEC
guidelines were strictly adhered to at some polling units, thereby reducing the
number of people that voted. Voters with no face mask were turned away by the
INEC ofﬁcials in Esan West ward 9 unit 1 and 2. Some voters were however
disenfranchised because the smart card readers stopped working in some
polling units; for example in Etsako East ward 3 unit 4/5, voting ended at 2:00pm
because the card reader stopped working and no replacement was provided, as
a result of which those who were already on the que were not able to cast their
votes.

INDUCEMENT AND VOTE BUYING
Vote-buying and inducement was reported in all the 18 local government areas of
the State. This development is really disturbing as reports received were mostly
that vote buying was carried out with impunity. There were reports of party agents
almost disrupting the elections in Oredo ward 4 unit 19 as an agent found that a
previously paid voter had voted for another party and was bent on making him
pay. But for the prompt intervention of the security agents, the situation would
have degenerated into violence. Various methods were employed by
perpetrators of voting buying to ply their trade. First was the report that most
payment for vote buying took place before the election-day.
Money were mostly taken to the homes of the electorates to solicit for votes while
some party faithful were gathered in certain agreed spots to share money. Next

was the age-long tactic of voters showing their thumb printed ballot papers to
party agents so they are able to collect what some tagged “thank you money”.
Agents of political parties distributed money ranging from N2000 to N5000. In
Esan South West, ward 3 unit 7, voters were induced with a packed bag, the
content of which could not be determined. In another report, voters who had
been veriﬁed by party agents to have voted for their preferred candidates sent the
voters to an akara (bean cake) vendor, who in the guise of selling her product, pay
the voter with already wrapped certain amount of money.
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Unfortunately, it would appear that the trend of vote buying has come to stay in the
country, as the impunity gained popularity during the 2018 off-cycle
governorship election in Ekiti State and Osun State. Rather than abate, the
perpetrators of the vote buying menace seem to be applying ingenuity in coming
up with new tactics of buying votes. Vouchers/tickets were issued to voters in
certain areas of Ondo State during the 10th October 2020 governorship election
in that State; and the voters in turn exchanged the vouchers for money from the
designated part agents.

It is astounding to note that no report of any arrest was made, despite the high
number of reported cases of vote buying and the blatant ways in which they were
carried out. However, there are a few reported cases where citizens and opposing
political party agents stopped and/or disrupted the distribution of money by
certain political party agents in the 19th September 2020 governorship election in
Edo State. Evidently, if the new normal of vote buying must be curbed, the citizens
must be re-oriented. They must be made to understand that their elected ofﬁcial
are answerable and accountable to them; and this cannot obviously happen if the
elected ofﬁcials had already paid them for their services.

5.3.4

INTIMIDATION AND HARASSMENT OF CITIZENS, OBSERVERS AND INEC
AD-HOC OFFICERS
There were pocket reports of intimidation and harassment of citizens, observers
and INEC ad-hoc staff by party thugs and security agents. INEC accredited
domestic observers were arrested and detained by men of the Nigerian Police
Force (NPF) in Irrua, Esan Central local government area of Edo Central Senatorial

District. Men of the NPF claimed that the domestic observers were fake, despite
the fact that they were fully kitted with INEC jacket and caps, INEC and
organizational identity cards and other monitoring documentations. It took the
effort of KNSR escalating the matter to necessary authorities, other national and
international organizations with observer status and the social media before the
observers were release by the police.
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Unfortunately the observers were delayed for carrying out their duties of
observing and monitoring the earlier part of the election in that local government
area. In Akoko Edo local government, an INEC ad-hoc staff was beaten and was
seriously injured in the line of duty by political party thugs. This also reoccur in
Esan South East, although the victim this time was an accredited domestic
observer who the political party thugs mistook for an INEC ofﬁcial. She was beaten
merciless and almost murdered but for the intervention of some other men who
identiﬁed her as one of their indigenes. They had threatened to kill her if she did
not release all election materials in her possession. The thugs made away with her
observation notes, mobile telephone and her hand bag with all its content,
including money.
There were also reports of harassment of citizens and INEC ofﬁcials in Esan Central
local government by party hoodlums. In another report, KNSR received
information that an INEC ad-hoc staff and her police escort were beaten
mercilessly by an ofﬁcer of the Army, while demanding that the INEC ad-hoc
ofﬁcial release the election materials in her possession in Etsako West. The ofﬁcial
was said to be on her to the local government collation center at the time the
incident occurred. Sporadic gun shots were heard at some polling units, scaring
the voters away.

5.3.5

BALLOT BOX SNATCHING
There were not many reports of ballot box snatching during the 19th September,
2020 governorship election in Edo State. This could be attributed to the fact that
party thugs realized that making away with the ballot box would be futile, as all
ballots are counted at the Polling Unit and Results – Form EC8A uploaded to the
INEC's dedicated online public portal, that enables voters to view polling unit
results real time as voting ends on election-day.
The is one of the new initiative by INEC to combat election fraud and the constant
reports that election results declared at the polling units differ from what is
presented at the central collation centers. The initiative strengthens the
transparency in the election result management system which has remained a
major source of mistrust in Nigeria's electoral process. Nevertheless, KNSR
received reports from the ﬁeld of ballot box snatching and disruption of the
electoral process by political thugs in ward 3: unit 5, Egor LGA; ward 8: unit 3,
Igueben LGA; ward 3 Esan South East LGA. In ward 9: unit 15, Egor LGA, KNSR
gathered that a political chieftain snatched the ballot box and relocated the
polling unit to his house. However, one of the political thugs who attempted to
snatch the ballot box in ward 3: unit 13, Esan South East was shot and killed in a
cross-ﬁre between the thugs and the security agents.

5.4

COMMON TREND FROM PRE-ELECTION TO ELECTION-DAY

5.4.1

POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE
The political atmosphere was palpably tensed at the pre-election stage of the offcycle 2020 governorship election in Edo State. The tension was traceable initially
to the All Progressive Congress (APC) internal party crisis and the power tussle
between the State governor, Mr. Godwin Obaseki and the then national chairman
of the APC and former governor of the State, Comrade Adams Oshiomole. The
tension heightened at the exit of governor Obaseki from the APC; as he joined the
opposition party - Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and was able to secure the
party's ticket to run as its ﬂag bearer.

The election-day
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two cases short of
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5.4.2

The political atmosphere became wracked with accusations of violence and
counter accusations, attacks and counter-attacks, both verbally and physically by
the two leading political parties in the State – the APC and PDP. The ordinary
citizens in the State fear for their lives as they couldn't tell where and when the
atmosphere would be rent with violence again. In the weeks leading to the
election, the atmosphere calmed down a bit with the intervention of the
paramount ruler of the Benin Kingdom, Omo N'Oba Ewuare II and other CSOs'
activities to ensure a peaceful election. While incidents of election violence in the
State reduced, Peace Initiative picked up; the crown of which was the peace
accord signed by political parties and their candidates under the watch of the
Chairman of the National Peace Commission, Gen. Abdulsalam Abubakar and
other stakeholders.
The election-day itself was relatively peaceful compared to the expectations of the
citizens and civil society organization in the light of the pre-election violence
recorded in the State. However, the election-day itself recorded two cases short of
the number recorded during the pre-election period – 23 incidents of violence on
the election-day as opposed to the 25 incidents in the two months leading to the
election day.
INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE AND POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE
Just as there were incidents of violence and potential for violence during the preelection phase, so were they on the election-day. Though there were departure
from the types of incidences that occurred during the aforementioned two phases
of the election, there were identiﬁed similar trends. NEVR recorded 25 cases of
violence during the pre-election period while 23 cases were recorded on the
election-day itself. Although 36 cases of potential for violence was recorded preelection, on the election-day, 24 cases were recorded.
Harassment and intimidation were common trend in both phases of the election,
just as murder, attempted murder and violence against women. Sporadic gun
shots and political party supporters' clash were also common to both periods.
Political thuggery also reared its head during the pre-election and election-day.
Although ballot box snatching and destruction were recorded on the electionday; NEVR did not record any ballot box incidence during the party primaries,

which was a pre-election period.
However, there were incidences that were peculiar to certain phases of the
election period and had no chance of occurring during the two phases of the
election period; such is the destruction of opposing political party billboards and
poster during the pre-election period but there was no chance of this occurring on
the election-day as all campaign materials, including posters and billboards had
been removed from the vicinity of all polling units.
Disruptions of political party rally and campaign is another one that could only
occurred at the pre-election phase as all campaign had seized the day before the
election-day. On a second thought however, one could say that this form violence
occurred on the election-day, as citizens were seen and reported to have
disrupted vote-buying, which is a form of campaign for vote in some local
government.
The disruption of vote buying were actually potential for violence and sometimes
degenerated to violence, as perpetrators of vote buying were harassed and
sometimes beaten by citizens and opposing political party supporters.
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6.1

COMMENCEMENT OF MONITORING
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KDI/NEVR team commenced monitoring of the post-election period from the
collation of results. No incidence of violence was veriﬁed during the collation of
results no was any recorded at during the declaration of results. On 20th
September, the Returning Ofﬁcer, Prof. Akpofure Rim-Rukeh, Vice Chancellor the
Federal University of Petroleum Resources, Effurun, Deleta State declared Mr.
Godwin N. Obaseki of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) as winnerof the 19th
September 2020 governorship election in Edo State, having scored 307,955 to
top the polls.

6.2
Post-election
period in Edo
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September
election
passed.

POST-ELECTION INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE AND POTENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE
Post-election period in Edo State was relatively calm after the brewing storm of
the 19th September election passed. One post-election violence, being a death
was however recorded in Jattu. Reports had it that the victory jubilation by
members of the Peoples Democratic Party in Jattu, Etsako West LGA was
disrupted by apolitical party thug, who shot and killed one of the PDP members
jubilating.
As potential for violence, it was reported that staunch supporters of APC were
getting bullying calls and are made jets of on the streets of Edo State for losing out
at the polls. Also recorded as potential for violence was the hate speech and
inciting song contained in the video recording made by Senator Dino Melaye, a
PDP stalwart, making jest of APC and its chieftains for losing the election.
Thereafter, the political atmosphere in the State was calm until the chaos brought
on by the hoodlums who inﬁltrated the ranks of the #EndSARS protesters all over
Nigeria, Edo State inclusive. The violent acts unleashed on the State include
looting and destruction of public and private properties. It is worthy of note that
none of the violence perpetrated in Edo State at that period was reported to have
political undertone; unlike in Ondo State where political thugs hid under the
guise of the aftermath of #EndSARS protest to unleash havoc on the political
scene in the State, causing another bout of verbal attacks and counter-attacks.
There has however being an outcry of insecurity and prevalence of crime in the
State in recent times. The Chairman of Esan Central Local Government Council,
Prof. Waziri Edokpa was reported to have been kidnapped along Benin-EkpomaAuchi Road on Friday, 18th November, 2020. Unfortunately, KDI was not able to
conﬁrm if this kidnap was politically motivated, as there has been evidence of
heightened insecurity in the State. Same Friday, 18th November, fourteen Abujabound passengers were abducted while the driver of the bus was shot dead
along Benin-Auchi Road.

See the whole document and the signatories to same at page ... of the annex

Although the heightened insecurity and increase in criminal activities has been
ascribed to the aftermath of the hijacked #EndSARS protest, which saw two prison
facilities broken into and convicts released into the society. However, one may
surmise that the recent insecurity in the State may not be unrelated to the trained
and armed political thugs released into the society without any gainful
employment after the election.

6.3
The peace
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THE PEACE ACCORD
It will be recollected that in September 2020, just before the election, the political
parties and the candidates contesting the 2020 governorship election in Edo
State signed a Peace Accord. The peace accord was initiated by the National
Peace Committee, chaired by Former Head of State, Gen. Abdulsalam Abubakar
and convened by his Lordship, Bishop Matthew Kukah. The peace initiative was
organized in collaboration with INEC, IRI, ECES, KDI and Yiaga Africa, all working
together to ensure that Edo State had a peaceful 2020 governorship election,by
ensuring that a conducive environment is made available for the conduct of the
election.
The preamble to the peace accord showed that;
The leadership of the political parties and the ﬂag bearers of the parties were
mindful of their responsibility towards the Nigerian citizens and their democratic
rights,anddetermined to place national interest above personal and partisan
concerns signed the said peace accord in afﬁrmation of their commitment to
taking proactive measures towards ensuring a conducive environment for the
conduct of a credible electoral process; anxious about the maintenance of a
peaceful environment, before, during and after the 2020 governorship elections
in Edo State; reafﬁrming their commitments to fully abide by the constitution of
the federal Republic of Nigeria, to respect the rules and regulations as laid down
in the legal framework for elections in Nigeria, and to adhere to best international
standards; desirous of sustaining and promoting the unity and corporate
existence of Nigeria as an indivisible entity; and determined to avoid any conduct
or behavior that would endanger the political stability and national security of
Nigeria.
Signed on 15th September, 2020, the political actors in Edo State committed
themselves and their parties to the following provisions of the Peace Accord:
1. To support all institutions of government involved in conducting or securing
the elections – in particular the Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) and the security forces – to act with professionalism, impartiality and
transparency;
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2. To isolating State Agencies, Institutions and Public Ofﬁcers from supporting
partisan interest in any form, as well as full application of national and
international laws against subversion of the electoral process, incitement to
violence or other offences that may compromise the integrity of the ballot and the
security of Nigerians and non-Nigerians before, during and after the elections;
3. To ensure interrupted and uncompromised freedom of expression and
information, both online and ofﬂine, throughout the electoral process;
To admonish our party members and our teaming followers to refrain from
insults, intimidations, incitement and violence, and to conduct themselves in
accordance with the rule of law after the announcement of the results
4. To publicly condemn acts of violence and their instigators and perpetrators
6. To respect that the results can only be announced by INEC, and to accept the
outcome of the votes as long as it is adjudged to be free and credible, devoid of
intimidation and conducted in accordance with the provisions of the law;
7. To support peaceful, transparent and credible electoral process and abide by
the outcome of the election results;
8. To fully collaborate with the National Peace Committee – made up of respected
men and women, traditional and religious leaders – in its mission to monitor the
adherence to this accord;
9. In the event of any dispute that may arise, to follow due process by resulting to
the courts of law, and to act in the spirit of Statesmanship, putting the country ﬁrst
before individual or party interest;
10. Abide by the letter and spirit of this accord and if my action and utterances,
and that of my party violates the principles of this accord, I accept to be held
accountable according to the laws and constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria

6.3.1

COMPLIANCE TO PROVISIONS OF PEACE ACCORD
Can it be said that the political actors in the State complied with the letter and
spirit of the accord signed by them? 10 political party chairmen and or the ﬂag
bearer of the parties signed the peace accord under the supervision of the
chairman of the National Peace Committee and former President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar on Tuesday, 15th September
2020 in Benin, the capital city of Edo State. Parties to the signing of the peace
accord committed themselves to abiding by the rules regulating the conduct of
the election, and ensuring that peace reigned in the State.
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Although the 19th September 2020 governorship election has been adjudged by
many to be one of the free and fairest election in the recent history of elections in
Nigeria, the peace perfect picture painted of the said election was marred by a
number of incidents of violence and potential for violence observed, monitored
and documented by the NEVR project. It is dicey to surmise that government
agencies, institutions and public ofﬁcers conducted themselves apolitically.
It is particularly difﬁcult to adjudge that the security agents put in charge of
securing the 19th September, 2020 governorship elections in Edo State acted
professionally and impartially. Vote traders at the elections conducted their trade
blatantly and with impunity at the polling units; yet there were no observation of
any arrest made to deter others from conducting themselves in the same manner.
There were unveriﬁed reports that the security agents themselves were involved
in the buying and selling, aiding and abetting. Before, during and after the
elections, there were reports of incidents of violence and potential for violence.
While no arrests were made in some cases, the situations where arrests were
made, nothing has been heard about the prosecution of the arrested persons.
A letter written to the Commissioner of Police, NPF Edo State Command to
request the data of prosecuted electoral violence cases was yet to receive a
response as at the time this report was been compiled. It is disheartening to note
that perpetrators of electoral violence get away with so much impunity in our
clime due to the tacit and sometimes express backing of the political actors and
inﬂuencers they serve. It would appear that political thugs have license to kill, with
the guarantee that they are immune from any form of consequences. If this blatant
disregard for the rule of law and lack of respect for humanity is not put in check as
quickly as possible, the society may degenerate into a lawless society, where life is
nasty, brutish, short and citizens take laws into their own hands to protect
themselves and their properties.

To a very large extent, party supporters adhere to the agreement to refrain from
violence after the announcement of results, as there were minimal reports of
incidents of violence. A death was however recorded in Jattu, Etsako West LGA of
Edo North Senatorial District of the State during a victory celebration. Party
members and supporters, in their victory dance celebrations were reported to
have sang, and hurled hurtful words at the opponents that lost the election. There
were reports of booing calls to party members and supporters of certain party
once the election was lost by some and won by others. A party chieftain of a
certain political party actually made a video, mocking the opponents for losing
the election.
As regards freedom of expression, it must me noted that there were no evidence
of restrictions to expression and information, both online and ofﬂine throughout
the electoral process. If anything, there was high level of verbal attack by political
actors against one another in the State through all forms of media – electronic,
print and the social media. War of words had free ﬂow; and all forms of abusive
songs were formulated and sang on the campaign trails of the political parties.
There were no indications that ﬂow of information were stiﬂed during the 2020
governorship election process in Edo State.
On respecting that the results can only be announced by INEC, the immediate
upload of the results on to INEC's online platform from the polling units helped in
ensuring that parties to the peace accord, party supporters and citizens alike
respected the duty entrusted unto INEC to announce the valid results as collated
by the Commission. This move also ensured that fake results of the election could
not be peddled around as everyone had access to instantaneous original results.
As a result of the instantaneous and timely results, it was difﬁcult for party thugs
and supporters who were otherwise inclined to result to violence in contest of the
results announced.
AS has been said, there have been minimal report of post-election related
violence in Edo State since the conclusion of the polls and the announcement of
result. Parties have rather headed for the Election Tribunals to address and
resolve the dispute that arose from the elections. By close of the 21-day window
period for the submission of petitions at the Election Tribunal on 10th October,
2020, the Tribunal had received petitions from ﬁve political parties and or their
candidates, challenging the results of the 19th September polls, and the
declaration of Mr. Godwin Obaseki as the rightful winner of the election. It is
worthy of note that the All Progressive Congress (APC) and its governorship
candidate, Mr. Osagie Ize-Iyamu would not be heading for the Election Tribunal
to challenge the result of the 2020 Edo State governorship polls.
Days after the election, Mr. Ize-Iyamu of the APC, addressing himself to the 2020
governorship election process in Edo State, said he was mindful that the
leadership of his party, and many well-placed individuals have made
pronouncements endorsing the process, as a result of which he and his party had
chosen to respect the process. According to him, in order to avoid further tension
in the State, his party would not be ﬁling any suit against the result of the election,
“despite evidence that there were malpractices that could easily form the basis to
challenge the election results.” Nonetheless, the APC, like its counterparty, the
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PDP would be pursuing several pre-election matters which have direct bearing
on the results of the 19th September governorship elections in various courts.
REACTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES AND CANDIDATES
ELECTION PETITION TRIBUNAL
The President of the Court of Appeal, the Hon. Justice Monica DongbanMensem, on 21st September, 2020 set up an Election Petition Tribunal to
entertain and resolve all grievances arising from the 19th September 2020
governorship election in Edo State.
The Edo Governorship Election Petitions Tribunal sitting in Benin is a threemember tribunal, led by Hon. Justice Abdulrazak Abdulkareem. In compliance
with Section 134(1) of the Electoral Act (as amended), aggrieved parties had 21
days within which to ﬁle their petitions. By close of the 21-day window period for
the submission of petitions on 10th October, 2020, the Tribunal had received
petitions from ﬁve political parties and or their candidates, challenging the
declaration of Gov. Godwin Obaseki as the rightful winner of the 19th September
polls. The said political parties are:
Action Democratic Party (ADP) and its governorship candidate, Iboi Emmanuel;
Action Peoples Party (APP), without joining its governorship candidate, Amos
Areloegbe;
Action Alliance (AA) and its governorship candidate, Ukonga Onaivi;
Allied Peoples Movement (APM), excluding its governorship candidate,
Igbineweka Osamuede, and
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Tracy Agol, without joining her political party, the New Nigeria Peoples Party
(NNPP).
The petitioners all have different grievances but the same prayer – that is, praying
the honorable Tribunal to nullify the September 19 re-election of Mr Obaseki and
his deputy, Shaibu. The petitioners also called for a fresh election by INEC that
would exclude the PDP, and Mr Obaseki, requesting their disqualiﬁcation over
alleged forgery certiﬁcates.
The petitioners
all have different
grievances but
the same prayer
– that is, praying
the honorable
Tribunal to
nullify the
September 19
re-election of Mr
Obaseki and his
deputy, Shaibu

6.4.2

Mr Obaseki was declared the winner of the election by the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC) on September 20 having secured 307,955 votes to
defeat his closest rival, Osagie Ize-Iyamu of the All Progressives Congress (APC),
who scored 223,619 votes.
The Tribunal, at its inaugural sitting on the 30th day of October, 2020, ordered the
substituted service on the winner of the September 19 election, Godwin Obaseki;
his deputy, Philip Shaibu; and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).
The tribunal ordered that the petitions and processes should be posted on the
wall of PDP's state secretariat and Government House, Benin. The pre-hearing
sitting of the tribunal is scheduled to hold on December 7 for the ﬁve petitions.
The tribunal has 180 days from the date of ﬁling the petitions to conclude hearing
in the matters before it, and deliver judgments.
THE FIVE PETITIONS:
ADP and its governorship candidate asked the tribunal to disqualify Mr Obaseki
over his ﬁrst-degree certiﬁcate from the University of Ibadan and nullify the votes
cast for him, thereby ordering INEC to conduct a fresh election involving all other
qualiﬁed governorship candidates, excluding PDP and Mr Obaseki.
APM ﬁled a petition alleging that Messrs Obaseki and Shaibu were not qualiﬁed
to contest the September 19 polls; while also praying for an order nullifying the
entire governorship election of September 19, 2020, in Edo state, for substantial
non-compliance with the provisions of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, as amended, and the extant Electoral Act, 2010, as amended,
thereby ordering a fresh election.
The petition from Ms. Agol is solely on grounded on the allegation that Mr
Obaseki, at the time of the poll, was not qualiﬁed to contest the election for
allegedly presenting a false certiﬁcate. She prayed for an order to compel INEC to
conduct a fresh election involving all the qualiﬁed candidates, excluding PDP and
Obaseki, whom she alleged were constitutionally disqualiﬁed from contesting
the 2020 governorship election, while the certiﬁcate of return issued to Obaseki
by INEC must also be nulliﬁed. Ms. Agol alternatively sought a declaration that Mr
Obaseki's participation in the election should be declared null and void, having
participated in the primary election process of the All Progressives Congress
(APC) and later PDP, in respect of the same governorship election in Edo State.
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The APP, praying the tribunal to nullify the September 19 elections, in the petition
against Mr Obaseki, PDP, and INEC as respondents, claimed that it was unlawfully
excluded from the polls.
AA and its governorship candidate, in the petition against Mr Obaseki, PDP and
INEC as respondents, claimed that Mr Onaivi was unlawfully excluded, despite
being the validly-nominated candidate of the party, in line with the Electoral Act.
The party prayed the tribunal to nullify the September 19 governorship election in
Edo State, with fresh election to be ordered within 90 days, while the validlynominated candidate - Onaivi should be included in the new ballot papers.
The Justice Abdulrazak Abdulkareem led panel of Election Petition Tribunal was
disbanded following some issues on legal standing of the Chairman of the panel;
after which another panel was constituted. The newly constituted panel is headed
by Justice Yunusa Musa. The other members of the panel are Suleiman Abubakar
and Olufunmilayo Stanley. The new panel would sit on the remaining 4 petitions
before the Tribunal, one of the earliest 5 ﬁled petitions having being dismissed on
December 11.
The Abdulrazak Abdulkareem led panel dismissed the petition of Action Alliance
party and its governorship candidate, Ukonga Onaivi for failing to ﬁle Pre-Hearing
Notice.
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1. The number of cases of violence in Nigeria's electoral process is disturbing and
calls for concern of all and sundry in the country. It is important to note that Nigeria
can have a violence free election if the citizens desire and work towards it.
Nigerians must come to the realization that their lives are worth much more than
any politician's political ambition.
2. It takes ages to build a system and infrastructures; it takes but only a moment
to destroy same. Violence breeds destruction. Destruction of movable and
immovable properties, both public and private owned, were recorded in the
build-up to the 19th September, 2020 governorship election in Edo State.
Citizens must learn that no good comes out of violence and destruction of
properties, while bearing in mind that there is no good war, nor is there a bad
peace. They must resist any form of violence.
3. Elections and other political processes are pivotal to the quality of a country's
governance; and can either greatly advance or set back its long-term democratic
development. The level of violence recorded in the course of the 2020 Edo
governorship election tainted the otherwise good record of the whole electoral
process. Citizens must understand that violence during the electioneering
process sets back the country's democratic process, and so must avoid
perpetrating violence and/or being instruments used to foment violence at all
cost.
4. Until all Nigerians come to the realization that no development is possible in an
atmosphere void of peace, the country's electoral process may never cease
having bloodshed. Embracing the slogan “peace for one is peace for all”, will
ensure that the development of the country is not truncated.
5. The most fundamental principle deﬁning credible election is that they must
reﬂect the free expression of the will of the people. Vote buying colored the
judgment of the people, such that their free will to elect a representative of their
choice had been taken away by the money received in exchange for their vote.
The people must of necessity move away from the politics of vote buying.
6. Elected personnel are expected to be representatives of the electorates in
government. It is their duty to represent the interest and be accountable to the
people who elected them; but where the mandate was bought, the
representatives cannot be compelled to give account of their stewardship.
Citizens must know that a person who paid for their loyalty/services cannot be
expected to be accountable to them.
7. Having the understanding that all monies distributed during the election can
and would go a long way in building and developing the country; and that in fact,
the monies were taken away from a developmental project to advance the
politician's selﬁsh interest should deter all Nigerians from vote selling.
8. KNSR received a number of eyewitness accounts of the people stopping
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impunity at the polls and exposing perpetrators of vote buying. If all the
electorates can pick national interest above personal gains, then there is yet hope
for the nation Nigeria.
YOUTH
1. Youths are most often than not at the forefront of the perpetration of violence,
as well as at the receiving end (as victims) of violence. Youths are the group of
people the politicians ﬁnd as useful tools for the commission of all forms of
election violence, ranging from disruption of campaign rallies, destruction of
campaign materials, to engaging in intimidation and harassment of opponents.
Nigerian youths must begin to look inward and ensure that they avoid electoral
violence and every form of violence at all cost.
2. Youths must always remember that “it is another person's child that one sends
on errands that could lead to death”, and must therefore reject and refused being
instruments to cause electoral violence in the hands of the politicians.
3. Youths must begin to shun politics of money in favor of credible and quality
leadership. They must understand that a person who was willing to buy their
conscience could not be a credible and trustworthy leader.
4. Youths must stop complaining about the situation of the country and the blame
game; rather, they should take action by learning the act of leadership and the
political ropes, get in the ring – join politics and political parties. It is only then that
they are able to effectively give Nigeria the type of leadership the country
deserves.
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INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (INEC)
1. The Saturday 19, 2020 Edo State governorship election saw a good
improvement in INEC's conduct of elections in Nigeria, it must however be noted
that there is room for improvement. It is therefore recommended that INEC
should have an independent assessment carried out in order to determine the
best option available for improving the country's voting system and democratic
process.
2. INEC is encouraged to continue the use of its newly introduced result portal,
and improve on same in future elections to enhance transparency and engender
public conﬁdence in the electoral process. This new initiative ensures that all
ballots are counted at the Polling Unit and Results – Form EC8A uploaded to the
INEC's dedicated online public portal that enables voters to view polling unit
results real time as voting ends on election-day.
3. Worthy of commendation is the success recorded through the partnership of
INEC with key CSOs, international partners, the National Peace Committee and
traditional leaders to ensure a peaceful election. Case in point is the Stakeholders
Forum organized in partnership with the aforementioned groups. INEC is
encouraged to sustain this collaboration so as harvest more gains in future
elections.
4. Vote buying is fast becoming a menace in the Nigerian polity. There is a need
for INEC to conduct elections in such a way that vote buying will stop being
lucrative. INEC must ﬁnd a way to ensure the secrecy of voting, so that the voters
are not able to show their ballot papers to the vote buyers or in such a way that
“would be buyers' are not able to determine who was voted for by the “would be
sellers”.
5. If the politicians are aware that the full weight of the law would be employed to
punish them for vote buying, then the menace would be reduced to the barest
minimum if not fully eradicated. In the light of this, there is a need for INEC to
partner with the ﬁnancial crime ﬁghting institutions, such as ICPC and EFCC to
help curb the electoral potential for violence called 'vote buying'.
6. Prompt prosecution of electoral offenders is desirable. This will go a long way
in ensuring peaceful elections in future. The just concluded Edo State election
witnessed some ballot box snatching, vote buying and acts of thuggery. If allowed
to get away with these electoral offences, the perpetrators and others like them
will not stop these dastardly acts.
7. INEC must see to it that the maximum extent of the law, in terms of punishment
is invoked on electoral offenders. This will serve as deterrence to future offenders
and it will help to curb future electoral violence.
8. There is need for improvement in the area of logistics for election-day by INEC.
Card Readers malfunctioned in some polling units. While there were prompt
repair and/or replacement in some polling units, the malfunction marked the end
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of voting in some others. Election materials arrived late in few polling unit, which
caused some of the voters to return to their homes. Unfortunately, most of these
persons did not come back to perform their civic rights.
9. It has been said that doing the same thing in the same manner over time and
expecting a different result is setting oneself up for failure. INEC must begin to
seek alternative means of distributing election materials on election-day. NURTW
has overtime failed and disappointed the system; even to downright being tools
in the hands political gladiators.
10. INEC is encouraged to look into engaging Logistics Companies that can
distribute sensitive voting materials and equipment to every part of the country
professionally and promptly. Logistics Companies are body corporates that can
sue and be sued in case of disappointments and/or where they renege on their
contractual agreements.
11. On the same note, INEC needs to ensure that the welfare of election-day
ofﬁcers are taken care of well ahead of the election-day to ensure prompt arrival
of staff and materials at the polling units. Delay in sorting out the welfare of ad-hoc
staff was noted to have delayed the dispatch of materials to some polling units in
the 2020 Edo State governorship election. INEC is therefore implored to attend to
the welfare of her ofﬁcers timeously and promptly so as to forestall future
occurrences.
12. INEC is also implored to attend to the welfare of security agents timeously and
promptly so as to prevent them from being corrupted by the politicians.
Corruption begin from politicians and polling agents buying lunch, water and
drinks for security agents; and sometimes giving them money for same; thereby,
buying their conscience and paying them to look away from all kinds of electoral
violence and potential for violence.
13. As COVID-19 pandemic ravaged the nations of the world, nations that could
not delay elections and those that could not postpone indeﬁnitely turned to
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electronic and mail voting. Nigeria needs to begin to look into alternatives to inperson voting, to avoid situations where the nation would be left stranded with no
options and plunged into Constitutional crisis.
14. Voter education/sensitization should be a continuous engagement.
However, if INEC is not able to make this an all year-round engagement, then they
should start early sensitization of voters as this will help to mitigate violence unlike
the often practice of commencing sensitization few weeks to the election.
POLITICAL PARTIES
1. One of the hall marks of a democracy is a free and fair election. An election
marred by the number of incidences of violence and potential for violence
witnessed in the course of the 2020 governorship election in Edo State cannot be
pronounced free and fair. Both the politicians and their cronies must begin to
move away from election of violence and learn to embrace peace if the nation's
democracy must be sustained.
2. Political actors are enjoined to desist from using their followers as instruments
of violence and encourage them to embrace peace at all times. They must bear in
mind that their political ambitions is not worthy of the blood of any Nigerian.
3. In order to ensure a peaceful atmosphere in an election, all political actors and
candidates must abide by the rules and respect the choice of the people. The
desperate quest for power of the political class has led to a great number of
incidents of violence in elections and the impunity from the suspected staunch
followers of the political class. This has become a major threat to the Nigerian
democracy.
4. Political parties should nominate credible candidates as this would help
mitigate electoral violence and help to prevent post- electoral violence in the
state and also reduce litigation.

5. Political Parties must strengthen their internal democracy and ﬁnd the best way
to deal with internal party crisis, as this would help mitigate violence. A good
number of the violence and potential for violence recorded in the 2020 Edo
governorship election is traceable to unresolved internal party crisis which
degenerated to full-ﬂedged attacks and counter-attacks.
6. Campaign of calumny does not help the nation in any way, neither does it help
the electorate to determine who would best serve the interest of the country.
Political parties and their candidates must of necessity endure that campaigns
move from attack on personalities to issue based. It is the only way to curb hate
speech and ensure accountable governance.
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS (CSOS)
1. In order to forge ahead and create a better country, citizens of Nigeria are in
urgent need of democratic re-orientation and attitudinal change. Nigerians must
be able to see themselves as ﬁrst being Nigerians before any ethnocentricity.
CSOs are therefore encouraged to begin sensitizing Nigerians on nation building
attitudes.
2. CSOs are encouraged to intensify their voter sensitizations against electoral
violence, upscale their peace education, peace initiatives, and violence tracking
in Nigeria's electoral system.
3. CSOs should intensify awareness raising efforts on addressing the effect of
electoral violence on women and persons with disabilities, as it hinders them from
actively participating in the electoral process.
4. Ignorance, they say, is not an excuse in law. Though ignorance may not hold as
a defense in a court of law, it deﬁnitely does not remove the fact that a lot of
Nigerians are ignorant of the contents of the laws guiding the country's electoral
process, and they deserve to know. CSOs should look into translating the
Electoral Act into Local Languages/Dialects to aid sensitizations at the grass root.
5. Internal Party Crisis has been a signiﬁcant issue in Nigeria's electoral process.
CSOs working to strengthen institutions in Nigeria should design a massive
intervention strategy to tackle this menace.
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6. Most often than not, internal party crisis degenerate into full-ﬂedged State
wide and/or nationwide crisis. CSOs and Development Partners should prioritize
capacity development for the political leaders on relationship building, strategic
communication, and conﬂict resolution during elections and beyond.
7. An intervention strategy that speaks to the stakeholders at the grassroots
should be designed and implemented promptly.
8. Enlist the help of respected traditional leaders in ensuring a peaceful
atmosphere during the election period
GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
1. There is a need for non-interference of the government and its agencies in the
electoral process and INEC's work. It has been often argued that sitting
government ofﬁcers use their power of incumbency to maneuver the electoral
process to their own advantage or to the advantage of their preferred choice of
successors.
2. Knowledge, they say is power. Unfortunately, a good number of persons in
Nigeria are not lettered. It is therefore advised that there should be more voter
education and sensitization in languages/dialects that can easily be understood
by the citizens.
3. Improvement in future elections is desirable. For this to be achieved, there is a
need for institutional restructuring and electoral reforms. The ﬁrst step in
accomplishing this, is to ensure that the amended electoral act is passed by the
National Assembly and assented to by the President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.
4. Catch them young should be optimal in the scheme of sensitizing the citizens.
Introduction of Electoral Education into the scheme of work in primary and
secondary schools to help build democratic values into the children will go a long
way in preparing them for the future on how the electoral system works.
5. The educational system should also consider creating, producing and making
available an age appropriate easy-to-read version of the Electoral Act for children
in primary schools, and teenagers/young persons in secondary schools.
6. Election into political ofﬁces ought to be seen as a call to service, rather than a
do or die affair. Unfortunately, the remuneration attached to political ofﬁces in
Nigeria is attractive and tempting enough to commit all forms of atrocities for. It is
time Nigeria demonetize the politics and political ofﬁces by reducing their
remuneration.
7. The leadership of the country must begin to work towards alleviating poverty in
the land. It would appear that the leaders intentionally perpetuate poverty so that
the citizens would be subservient and easily manipulated with money to curry
votes.
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SECURITY AGENTS
1. Equitable opportunities to compete in an election is key to an election properly
so called. Where an election is marred by massive vote buying, it is not difﬁcult to
surmise that the election did not afford equal playing ground for the competitors.
What this means is that the highest bidder get to be the winner in elections. Vote
buying must begin to attract the rightful penalty attached to it by the laws. Security
agents must do the needful – arrest vote traders and prosecute them to deter
others from doing same.
2. The leadership of the security agencies should probe deeply into the reasons
the security agents harassed citizens and INEC ofﬁcials, and ﬁnd a permanent
solution to same; as intimidation by security agents could cause voter apathy in
future elections. It is important for the security agencies to remain impartial, fair
and ensure justice in the discharge of their duty in future elections, as any act of
partisanship is able to jeopardize the peace of Nigeria.
3. The security agencies should ensure that quality security assessment is carried
out before every election, to identify violence-prone areas and priority attention
given to those areas. The security agencies should collaborate with Civil Society
Organizations who are in the business of carrying out pre-election survey to
identify hot spots. It will make their jobs easier; and proper and appropriate
response would be dispatch to those spots.
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THE MEDIA
1. Fake and/or bias reporting has the ability to fan the ﬂame of violence. Media
houses must of compulsion be neutral in their reporting of electoral events so as
to avoid being instrumental to electoral violence.
2. Biased reporting or perceived biased reporting of electronic media is a result
of the fact that media houses are most often than not owned by politicians who
have allegiance to one political party or the other. Owners of media outﬁts must
learn to separate their journalistic business from their political interests.
3. Capacity building ensures professionalism. There is a need to build the
capacity of journalists for effective investigative journalism in Nigeria.
Professionalism will in turn reduce to the barest minimum, if not completely rule
out fake and/or biased news reporting.
4. Government-owned media institutions must provide equal access for all
political parties to air their adverts and jingles in line with the National
Broadcasting Commission (NBC) codes.
5. NBC should not hesitate to sanction any media outﬁt found wanting during the
electoral process to serve as deterrent to others.
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