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Background
Elections are central to the existence, sta-
bility and development of democracies, 
it constitutes a democratic and civilized 
process of choosing who governs peo-
ple. Elections are a cycle, a process and a 
national event where the goal is peaceful 
resolution of societal differences while 
building citizen trust in the capacity of 
collective decisions and institutions to 
govern. 

Violence undercuts the entire investment. 
Every voter, candidate, civil society orga-
nization, elected official, political party, 
interest or faction and all other stake-
holders know the voting process is fatally 
flawed and the outcome is suspect when 
poisoned by violence; trust is diminished 
or lost. The national implications for both 
democracy and governance of a country 
are fatal, often for generations1.

Electoral violence is “any harm or threat 
of harm that is aimed at hindering or dis-
rupting any part of the electoral process 
or political process in and around the 
election period2.” Violence in election is 
regarded as a sub-category of political vi-
olence that is primarily distinguished by 
its timing and motive. It is a coercive and 
deliberate strategy used by political actors 
– incumbents as well as opposition par-

ties – to advance their interests or achieve 
specific political goals

in relation to an electoral contest. It may 
take place in all parts of the electoral cy-
cle: in the run-up to elections, on the 
day of elections, and in the immediate 
post-election period. Election-related vi-
olence is not limited to physical violence 
but includes other coercive means, such 
as the threat of violence, intimidation and 
harassment3.
The scenario captured above is not differ-
ent from that of Ondo State when it comes 
to elections. As far as the second repub-
lic (1983), Ondo state was the hotbed of 
political restiveness. In 1983, the then 
Ondo state experienced political violence 
which was caused by the determination 
of the federal government to take-over 
the popular government of Chief Michael 
Adekule Ajasin using the electoral umpire 
i.e. Federal Electoral Commission (FEDE-
CO) which decided to play on the side of 
one of the parties and altered the authen-
tic figures which represented the wishes 
of the people and announced Chief Akin 
Omoboriowo but the judiciary declared  
that Governor Ajasin who won at the unit, 
ward and local government levels should 
automatically win at the state level where 
FEDECO conjured its figures4. 
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Some reports claimed that the outbreak 
of violence was the worst in the history of 
post-independence in Yoruba land. The 
then Oyo Police Commissioner, Umaru 
Omolowo, who was in charge of securi-
ty, announced that at least 70 people were 
killed in Ondo, including two NPN can-
didates, Olaiya Fagbamigbe and Kunle 
Agunbiade, who were set ablaze, accord-
ing to Omolowo, by an angry mob. Both 
Omoboriowo and Akerele barely made 
it out, with Akerele and his family skip-
ping town the night before his house was 
burned down by displeased protesters. 
This also continued after the country re-
turned to democratic rule in 29th May 
19995. The 2007 election was also marred 
by serious irregularities and malpractic-

es which led to protesters setting ablaze 
houses and vehicles of known PDP sup-
porters6. Same happened during the 2011, 
2015, 2016 state house of assembly and 
governorship elections where stealing of 
ballot boxes, sporadic shooting and attack 
on prominent politicians were the order 
of the day. Ondo state, over the years has 
been confronted with political violence, 
kidnapping and protest7.

The costs associated with electoral vio-
lence are high. Even in situations in which 
the human death toll remains low, election 
violence may have a critical impact on the 
electoral process, the outcome of the elec-
tions and their perceived legitimacy. 
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In the long run, it may have a negative ef-
fect on the prospects for democratic con-
solidation and on perceptions among the 
population of democracy as a political 
system.

Electoral violence may also create a hu-
manitarian crisis and halt or reverse so-
cio-economic development programmes. 
In extreme situations, it may increase the 
risk of armed conflict or civil war. Elec-
tion-violence can also go beyond the so-
cieties where it occurs and affect neigh-
bouring states by displacing large border 
populations, introducing a humanitarian 
crisis, and increasing the circulation of 
arms as well as armed violence, which 
may contribute to instability in already 

volatile regions8.

Most times, the victims are not given any 
justice, and violent regimes are able to re-
main in power without being sanctioned. 
If victims are not given justice, they may 
be disgruntled, and hate could likely grow 
in them. Also, over time, electoral offend-
ers and perpetrators of violence are not 
punished, nor the act has been curbed. 
So, perpetrators of these violent acts con-
tinue to act with impunity since nothing 
happens eventually. All of these may deter 
voters from future political participation 
and lose trust in political institutions. This 
is indeed visible in the trend of voter turn-
out in previous elections in Ondo state.

ANALYSIS OF PREVIOUS ELECTION RESULTS
Voter Turnout in Previous Ondo State Governorship Elections

*The 2019 data is the total registered voters and voter turnout in Ondo state for the 2019 presidential election.
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In Nigeria, the growing effect of electoral 
violence on our democracy has made it an 
essential topic of discussion among civil 
societies and international communities. 
The growing interest in electoral violence 
and its mitigation has led to an increasing 
number of activities to examine the caus-
es, consequences, document, and possible 
ways of mitigating electoral violence, one 
of which is the Election Security and con-
flict management.

Electoral security is the protection or safe-
ty from any form of hitch or impediment 
that can distort the conduct of credible 
elections within the context of acceptable 
democratic tradition and culture9.  In a 
somewhat all-encompassing perspective, 
electoral security is defined as “the process 
of protecting electoral stakeholders such 

as voters, candidates, poll workers, media, 
and observers; electoral information such 
as vote results, registration data, and cam-
paign material; electoral facilities such as 
polling stations and counting centers; and 
electoral events such as camping rallies 
against death, damage, or destruction.” 
This implies that electoral security has 
both coercive and non-coercive dimen-
sions. It spans across the three stages of 
the election process, namely, pre-election 
period, election day, and post-election pe-
riod. The bottom line is that a political en-
vironment that is free from threat to elec-
toral security is determined by ensuring 
that political parties and their candidates 
win in the scheme of power without jeop-
ardizing the safety of rivals and the citi-
zenry, and without distorting the sanctity 
of the electoral process.

Voting Statistics of Ondo State Ahead of the 2020 Governorship Election
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Election Security Risk 
Assessment
The gross consequences of electoral vio-
lence on democracy call for a framework 
such as Election Security Risk Assess-
ment. A framework that will search the 
political environment to map out early 
warning signals, factors, actors, and po-
tential hotspots for proper election secu-
rity planning and programming. 

Objective of the Study 
The Election Security Risk Assessment 
(ESRA) of Nigeria Election Violence Re-
port (NEVR) is an in-depth, holistic, and 
pre-election assessment of all factors of 
the society that could give rise to elector-
al violence. Thereby, creating an effective 
electoral violence mitigation plan that 
will map out hotspot areas, identify early 
warning signals, mobilize citizen moni-
toring, and mitigation efforts. Ultimately, 
informing relevant institutions, especially 
INEC, security agencies, and civil society 
organizations (CSOs) of information that 
could assist them to deploy appropriate 
responses.

ESRA project main objectives are:
• To show an independent, accurate and 

ongoing tool for assessing the poten-
tial risk factors to elections;

• Elicit views and opinions of the citizen 
about the risk factors towards ascer-
taining the actors, actions, and fac-
tors among others that are peculiar to 
the community which can constitute 
threats to peaceful elections

• To assess, map and track the level of 
risk in the community in order to iden-
tify ‘hotspot zones’ where there may be 
an increased level of risk;

• To share the risk assessment with rele-
vant institutions and promote the use 
of the same as an early-warning mech-
anism so that an effective mitigation 
plan against electoral violence can be 
formulated;

• To assist EMBs to integrate risk assess-
ment tools into its security planning 
for the elections.

• To reduce the risk of violent incidents 
and wider conflict during elections.

Conduct of the study
This study searches the environment in 
the run-up to the 2020 Ondo State guber-
natorial election. The survey for the study 
was conducted from July - August 2020 
across the eighteen (18) LGAs of Ondo 
State ahead of the 2020 governorship elec-
tions, by KDI’s field researchers through
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 a survey. A sample size of 1706 respon-
dents was drawn randon sampling tech-
nique. Questionnaires were used by 
assessors to elicit responses from the re-
spondent. Also, a review of secondary 
sources, in addition to the questionnaires 

were used by assessors to ground the anal-
ysis.

The margin of error for this survey is 
+-3% with the confidence interval of 

95%.

Respondents by LGAs
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Respondents

The chart shows that 996 
(58.38%) of the respondents 
were male while the remaining 
710 (58.38%) are female.

Gender Distribution of Respondents
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The chart shows that the majority of 
the respondents are within ages 18- 35 
(52.52%), which can be regarded as the 
youth demographic. 31.77% of the re-

spondents are between the ages of 36–50. 
Ages 51-80 took 14.71% of the respon-
dents, while the remaining 1.0% are aged 
above 80.

Age Distribution of Respondents
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 Key
Findings
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More Than Half of the Respon-
dents Believe Ondo State Has A 
Rich History of Political Violence
The share of the respondents who believe 
there has been a history of political and/or 
electoral violence in Ondo state is 58.79%. 
In comparison, 31.01% do not believe that 

Ondo state has any history of electoral vi-
olence. However, 10.20% are uncertain if 
there is any history or not.

Most of the indigenes that expressed their 
views said Ondo state have one form of 
political and electoral violence or anoth-
er predominant in it. However, most of 
the people of Akure North, Akoko South 
East, Akoko North East and Okitipupa 

have a contrary view. 
The difference between the percentages of 
those that agreed that there is a rich his-
tory of political violence in Akoko North 
East and Okitipupa and those that do not 
agree is narrow. 
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Close to Two Third of the Respon-
dents are Expecting Peaceful 
Election

Empirically, majority (60.61%) of the respon-
dents have a peaceful expectation regarding 
the forthcoming elections while, 33.76% do 
not know what to expect. However, a small 
percentage (5.63%) believe the election will be 
marred by violence.
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More Than Half of the Respondents Be-
lieve There Would be Intense Political 
Competition for the Governorship Seat 
and all the LGAs in Ondo State Has the 
Presence of One Dominant Political Par-
ty or Another

Overall, the majority (61.3%) of the re-
spondents in Ondo State believe that all 
the 18 LGAs of the state have the presence 
of one dominant political party or anoth-
er. However, 26.3% of the respondents do 
not agree with the dominance of a politi-
cal party in the local areas. 12.4% are in-
different about the issue of dominance of 
the political party.
More than half (58.7%) of the respondents 

believe in the likelihood of intense politi-
cal competition of the contested seats in 
each of the LGAs. (25.8%) of the respon-
dents in Ondo State believe that it is not 
likely to have intense political competi-
tion. However, minority (15.8%) stands 
at a middle point; there will be political 
competition but not an intense competi-
tion. 
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Of the 58.7% that agreed that there would 
be an intense competition of the contest-
ed governorship seat, majority (55.8%) of 
these respondents believe that the strong 
personalities standing as candidates 
would cause fierce competition. 37% of 

the 67.23% agreed that there would be in-
tense political competition due to a strong 
level of campaigning from the political 
parties as a factor that could cause intense 
competition.
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Wavering Views About Recent 
Political Tension and Electoral 
Conflict in Ondo State.
43.1% of the respondents believe Ondo 
state has not been experiencing one form 
of related electoral violence or the other. 
In comparison, 41.4% says there has been 

one form of electoral violence in the state 
or another. The difference between those 
that believe there has been

recent incidence of political tension and 
electoral conflict in Ondo state and those 
that do not believe is not wide (1.7%). 
Meanwhile, 15.4% of the respondents say 
they are indifferent about violent inci-
dents in the state.

The majority (49.8%) that is concerned 

about recent political tension and elec-
toral violence in Ondo State reveals that 
harassment, intimidation, and physical 
assault are dominant incidents happening 
in Ondo state as of the time this study was 
conducted with each type of incidence 
having a percentage of 56.9%, 48.2%, and 
39.4%, respectively.
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This is not far from the information gath-
ered by the Nigeria Election Violence 
Report (NEVR) Project since June 2020. 
Ondo state has since then experienced 
various incidences of violence and po-
tentials for violence, which range from 

intimidation, harassment, destruction of 
properties, posters, and billboards. This 
has posed a significant threat to the citi-
zens of the state, which might affect the 
forthcoming election resulting to voter 
apathy10.
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More than half (54.4%) of the 41.4% ma-
jority that believe that there are recent 
political tension and electoral violence 
cases in Ondo state also believe that the 
use of political thugs and their activities 
led to the recent violence. This is not far 
from the report received before the local 
government election in Ondo state about 
the group clash between political parties 

(APC and SDP) in Idanre. 

41.2% believe that provocative actions by 
political parties led to the recent violence. 
Others consider hate speech as the factor 
responsible for these violent happenings 
across the state while 33.8% believe hate 
speech is responsible  for these happen-
ings.
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Growing Concerns About Acrimonious 
Internal Party Democracy

38.9% of the respondents agreed that a lack 
of internal party democracy is a growing 
concern in the polity of Ondo State. These 
respondents believe that the bedrock of 
the tension and electoral violence seen in 
recent times started from resentment that 
emanated from internal conflicts within 
political parties. More than those that be-
lieve lack of internal party is a concern, 
41.7% oppose, and think there is no re-
sentment resulting from internal party 
democracy. In comparison, 19.3% are not 
sure about the impact internal party con-

flicts has on peaceful elections.

Internal party democracy and activities, 
when not well managed, could lead to un-
due intra-party rivalry that could lead to 
chaos in elections. In Ondo State, of the 
38.9% that believe the lack of internal par-
ty democracy is a growing concern, 35% 
consider conflicts before, during and after 
party primaries as being a significant fac-
tor that led to the resentment and elector-
al conflict.
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In comparison, 31.6% believe godfather-
ism is the primary factor that led to the 
resentment and electoral conflict. 
This was seen in the management of most 

political party primaries in Ondo State 
and waves of indiscriminate cross-carpet-
ing and defections by political actors from 
one political party to another.
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Respondents are Narrowly 
Divided on the Concern About 
Human Rights Violation
40.7% of respondents believe that the 
recent cases of human rights violations 
across Ondo State could trigger violence 
in the governorship election while 42.3% 
of respondents do not believe so, and 17% 
of respondents do not know what the con-
tinuous violations of human rights would 
result to.
Human rights and elections are also inter-
twined. The right to take part in the con-
duct of public affairs, including the right 
to vote and to stand for election, is at the 

core of democratic governments based on 
the will of the people. Genuine elections 
are thus a necessary and fundamental 
component of an environment that pro-
tects and promotes human rights11.

The right to vote and be elected in gen-
uine, periodic elections is intrinsically 
linked to several other human rights, the 
enjoyment of which is crucial to a mean-
ingful electoral process.

These prerequisite rights include the right 
to freedom from discrimination, the 
right to freedom of opinion and expres-
sion, the right to freedom of association 
and of peaceful assembly, and the right 
to freedom of movement. If in any way, 
these rights are violated, and voters are 

hindered from exercising their franchise, 
there could be agitation from young per-
sons, political party supporters, and this 
could lead to violence. Violence, on its 
own, tends to undermine the legitimacy 
of elections. 
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Also, it is imperative to note that it is the 
right of the electorates for election re-
sults to reflect the genuine exercise of free 
choice by voters. If the power of choice 
demonstrated by the electorate is not re-
spected, this could lead to violence. 

Brutality, Gender-based violence, and ex-
tortion top the tables of the type of Human 
Rights Violations that have been happen-
ing and could trigger violence in the forth-
coming governorship elections. Violence 

against Women in Election (VAWE) is a 
threat to the integrity of the electoral pro-
cess and the quality of democracy entirely 
because it excludes women from having a 
voice in the political space. VAWE is not 
just a menace in Nigeria. It is deeply de-
structive, globally pervasive, that largely 
met with impunity whenever it occurs12.  
VAWE is a violation of political and hu-
man rights, it undermines the free, fair 
and inclusive democratic process.
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Uncertainties Over Peaceful Election
Likelihood of Violence (Hotspot Map)

Likelihood of Violence

likely
Somewhat
likely Unlikely
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From the study, 14 LGAs- Ese-odo, Irele, 
Okitipupa, Odigbo, Ondo west, Idanre, 
Ondo East, Ile-oluji/Oke Igbo, ifedore, 
Akure North, Akoko South West, Akoko 
south east, Akoko North East and Akoko 
North West are projected to somewhat 
likely to experience electoral violence. 
However, four (4) local government areas: 
Ilaje, Ose, Owo and Akure South have a 
high tendency of experiencing elector-
al violence. There is no LGA that has the 
possibility of being relatively peaceful.

ANALYSIS OF THESE LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENTS.
This study searches through the political, 
electoral, media, geographical, and securi-
ty contexts to map out these hotspot zones. 
Geographically, Ondo Central senatorial 
district makes up the significant majori-
ty in population and voting strength. Any 
political party that claims victory in the 
local government areas in Ondo Central is 
almost sure of winning the governorship 
race. The voting strength of the senatorial 
district makes it the attention of any poli-
tician who aspires to conquer the political 
landscape of Ondo State. It is therefore, no 
surprise that going by the study, peaceful 
election in the six LGAs in the senatorial 
district is unlikely. Also, going by history, 
most of the LGAs (Akure South, Idanre, 
Ifedore, Ondo West and Ondo East) in 
the senatorial district have profoundly ex-
perienced political and electoral violence 

one time or the other, given their undeni-
able electoral influence. 

Ondo South senatorial district  also has a 
history of electoral violence. All the LGAs 
in the senatorial district have a history of 
electoral violence. In Ondo North sena-
torial district based on electoral history, 
Owo, Ose and Akoko North West LGAs 
have a history of electoral violence. This 
is evident in the 22nd August, 2020 local 
government election in Ondo state, none 
of this LGAs were singled out not to have 
experienced one form of violence or an-
other. Towards the local government elec-
tion, Idanre became a battle field where 
political group clashes and reprisal attacks 
became the order of the day. 

Looking at the strong personalities with  
distinctive interest in the forthcoming 
election, it is evident that all three senato-
rial districts would experience at least one 
form of violence. Ondo North which is 
home for Governor Rotimi Odunayo Ak-
eredolu, the incumbent governor of the 
state, and candidate of the All Progressive 
Congress (APC), there is a likelihood of 
the governor being under social pressure 
to make a point in his homesteads by en-
suring that he claims victory in his sen-
atorial district and in the gubernatorial 
race. This could portend violence in the 
coming elections. 
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Moreso, major stakeholders identified the 
proximity of the Akokos (Akoko North 
East, Akoko North West, Akoko South 
East and Akoko South West) to Kogi State 
as a major factor that could cause threat 
to peaceful election due to the influx of 
hoodlum from that axis. 

Ondo South is home for Agboola Alfred 
Ajayi, the governorship candidate of the 
Zenith Labour Party (ZLP), who is from 
Kiribo in Ese-Odo LGA. The deputy gov-
ernorship candidate of APC, Lucky Ori-
misan Aiyedatiwa is also from Obe-nla in 
Ilaje LGA and the deputy governorship 
candidate of PDP, Gboluga Ikengboju is 
from Ilutitun in Okitipupa LGA. All in 
Ondo South senatorial district. 

Ondo Central is not left out, the governor-
ship candidate of the PDP, Eyitayo Jegede 
is from Isinkan, Akure in Akure South 
LGA and the deputy governorship candi-
date of the ZLP, Gboye Adegbenro hails 
from Ilara-Mokin in Ifedore LGA. These 
LGAs are all in the Ondo Central. Can-
didates and running mates locking horns 
in these senatorial districts to ensure they 
win big in their senatorial district and 

considering the voting strength of Ondo 
Central and South, would in a way, signify 
violence in the coming elections. The so-
cial pressure on these candidates to claim 
victory at their local government areas 
cannot be ruled out. 

These political gladiators will most likely 
want to prove their supremacy and influ-
ence to claim victory in these districts, 
most notably in their LGAs. Before now, 
these senatorial districts have witnessed 
violence, and tension is on the high side. 
There has been a series of threats from 
these gladiators.

This study projects that there is a need to 
intensify awareness raising efforts on the 
importance of peaceful elections for the 
electorates in all the LGA. Citizens should 
embrace peace and eschew violence as 
there is an indication that there will be 
violence in all the LGAs. The candidates 
as well would want to get votes in all the 
LGAs so as to claim undisputed victory in 
the elections. Additionally, there is a likely 
intense competition of the contested seat 
in all the LGAs.
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Risk Factors That Could Cause 
Electoral Violence In 2020 Ondo 
State Governorship Election

The survey reveals that “Party Thugs 
(66.1%)” constitute a significant risk of 
the twelve clearly defined risk factors and 
actors that could cause electoral violence, 
“Vote Buying (50.6%)” is also one risk fac-
tor that requires attention which is closely 
followed by Party thugs on the risk factor 
chart. Partiality of INEC cannot be over-

ruled. Ondo state indigenes also see this 
as important as any show of partiality 
from INEC could trigger violence in the 
state. Undue Interference by party agents 
(27.7%), fake news (25.1%) and partiality 
of security agencies (24.8%) are also seen 
as vital, as it is not far in the degree to the 
topmost.
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The happenings in recently conducted Lo-
cal government election in Ondo state and 
the report tracked and documented since 
June, 2020 have substantiated the result of 
this survey. The overwhelming reports of 
ballot box snatching and destruction of 
election materials in the local government 
election cannot be dissociated from polit-
ical thuggery. The destruction of political 
party campaign materials such as posters 
and billboards, recent attacks and clashes 
in political party campaign rallies can also 
not be ruled out.
 
Undue interference by party agents on 

election day cannot be put aside as well. 
This serious concern is a trend notice-
able and drawn since 2015 from off-cycle 
elections to 2019 General elections. Party 
agents that are duly accredited by INEC 
to represent a political party or candi-
date to witness the voter registration, dis-
play of the Preliminary Register of Voters 
(PRV), polling and counting processes on 
behalf of their political parties/candidates 
at specific registration, polling and count-
ing venues most times are responsible for 
disrupting polls. This crippled in, in 2015, 
and it is gradually establishing itself as a 
threat to elections in Nigeria.
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More Than Two-thirds Believe 
That The Exclusion of Young 
People Could Trigger Violence 
in the 2020 Ondo State 
Governorship Elections.

The chart above shows that more than 
two thirds (82.5%) of the respondents be-
lieve that the exclusion of young persons 
from the electoral process could portend 
a more significant threat to the peaceful 
conduct of the election in Ondo state. At 
the same time, only 6.6% of the respon-
dents believe that women should be given 

equal opportunities to participate in the 
election especially as candidates. This re-
flects the actual state of gender imbalance 
in our society. The voice of women seems 
not to be considered as one necessary to 
be part of democratic processes despite 
the vital roles they play in society. 
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Women’s political participation and rep-
resentation has not been encouraging re-
cently, despite all efforts to increase this 
globally.  A lot of socio-cultural and polit-
ical factors are responsible for this in Ni-
geria, from the patriarchal nature of the 
society, violence in elections, and deliber-
ate exclusion in political processes. This 
is still albeit veiled, as evidenced in the 

gender equality indexes. As of December 
2019, Nigeria ranks 128 of 153 countries 
in the Global Gender Gap indices13. In the 
2019 general elections, women made up 
47% of registered voters. However, only 
8% were cleared to vie for political offices 
during the presidential elections14. Every-
one has the right to participate in demo-
cratic processes such as elections. 

Based on the final list of nominated candi-
dates for the Ondo governorship election 
released by INEC, there is just one (1) fe-
male governorship candidate in the forth-
coming election out of seventeen (17) and 
four (4) female running mates out of sev-
enteen (17)15. This makes female political 
representation in the forthcoming Ondo 
state governorship election to be at 14.7%.

Female political representation is still very 
low. More needs to be done to increase the 
representation and participation of wom-

en in elections and politics. 
 
Only 5.2% of respondents think the ex-
clusion of the PWDs from the electoral 
process could portend a more significant 
threat to the peaceful conduct of the elec-
tion in Ondo state. PWDs also have the 
power of choice, and that needs to be pro-
tected. Polling units need to be accessible 
to PWDs, and they need to participate in 
the forthcoming elections without any 
form of discrimination.
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INEC Preparation is Key to 
the Peaceful Conduct of the 
Forthcoming Election

Of the 1706 respondents in Ondo State, 
44.7% of the respondents believe that 
INEC has a significant role to play in the 
2020 Ondo State governorship election. 
The respondents believe that INEC should 
prepare well to avoid any form of inade-
quacies ranging from transportation of 
sensitive materials so as to avoid late com-
mencement of polls, the effectiveness of 

smart card reader, adequate distribution 
of election materials, and competency of 
ad-hoc officials. 28.1% of the respondents 
believe INEC’s preparation does not have 
an impact on peaceful elections while 
27% of the respondents are unresponsive 
to what role INEC needs to play in ensur-
ing a peaceful election.

The inadequate logistical arrangement could likely constitute a threat to peaceful 
elections. 
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Similarly, more than half (63.2%) of the 
respondents believe that any logistical 
challenges in the election could constitute 
a threat to the peaceful conduct of the 
election while 17.5% disagree that inade-
quate logistical preparation will not affect 

the peaceful conduct of the elections.

The belief of the respondents towards 
what could lead to the logistical challeng-
es is closely related.

46.2% believe the methods and/or means 
of transportation to convey election offi-
cials and sensitive election materials need 
to be well planned; otherwise, it could 
cause challenges. The issue of transporta-
tion has in past elections and most times 
is seen as the major challenge responsi-
ble for the late commencement of polls. 
45.7% believe that inadequate operational 

planning could also pose challenges in the 
conduct of the elections.

In all, 40.7% of the respondents believe 
the security of sensitive election materials 
is paramount and should be well planned; 
otherwise, the hijacking of vehicles carry-
ing sensitive election materials can lead to 
a knotty situation.
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In another view of factors that are relevant 
to INEC which could constitute a threat 
to the forthcoming elections, 55.8% of 
the respondents say INEC, in collabora-
tion with security agencies, should pre-
pare adequately to secure election mate-
rials from being snatched and destroyed. 

57.8% believe election officials should be 
transparent during sorting and counting 
procedure as it is usually the climax of the 
polling process and poses a significant 
threat to the peaceful conduct of the elec-
tions.
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Electoral Literacy Is Key To Passing 
Peace Messaging In The Election To 
Avert Violence
Electoral literacy is significant in any 
given democratic process, like elections. 
Electoral literacy is essential in every elec-
tion. It is rightful to note that this can be 

done through voter and civic education. 
Voter and Civic Education are necessary 
to ensure that all constituents—men and 
women alike—understand their rights, 

their political system, the contests they are 
being asked to decide, and how and where 
(location of PUs) to vote.

For an election to be successful and demo-
cratic, voters must understand their rights 
and responsibilities, and must be suffi-
ciently knowledgeable and well informed 
to cast ballots that are legally valid and 
to participate meaningfully in the voting 

process. Even electoral conflict mitigation 
and resolution, voter and civic education 
are even more critical to provide an un-
paralleled opportunity to educate citizens 
on the needs for peace, love, and unity.
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In Ondo State, 65.2% of the respondents 
believe voter/civic education and spe-
cifically non-violence awareness raising 
programs is instrumental to reducing vi-
olence by encouraging voters to vote out-
side of ethnic and religious lines, to avoid 
vote-buying and to support non-violent 
tactics. 20.8% of the respondents think 
voter education or civic education has 
no mitigative relationship over violence, 
while 14% are indecisive.

Voter education and civic education on 
the location, distribution and adequacy 

of polling units and voting needs to com-
mence early as rightly revealed by the 
study. 59.3% believe that problems and 
agitations associated with polling unit 
and voting point distribution, location, 
and adequacy can lead to violence. 23.1% 
are indecisive about problems that would 
emanate from polling units, and voting 
points ineffective distribution, location, 
and inadequacy most especially since Vot-
ing points are going to be merged in line 
with the INEC guidelines on the election 
during COVID-19.
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Fake News Could Likely Be A Major 
Threat In The Ondo Governorship 
Elections

The chart below shows that a majority 
(49.3%) of the respondents agreed that 
fake media news could portend a more 
significant threat to the peaceful conduct 
of the election in Ondo state. In compari-
son, 22.7% think provocative media cam-
paigns (Hate Speech) by the political par-
ties could incite violence, while 27.9%% of 
the respondents believe favoritism from 
media stations could cause violence in the 
forthcoming elections.
Deliberate disinformation or hoaxes 
spread via traditional, print, and social 

media is on the increase especially on so-
cial media. Majority of the people use so-
cial media to spread fake news to attract 
viewers to their pages or timelines to gen-
erate online advertising revenue. 

The popularity of social media, primari-
ly the Facebook News Feed and Twitter, 
have all been implicated in the spread of 
fake news. These platforms are used to 
spread fake news and misinform the pub-
lic who do not verify the authenticity of 
such information. 
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Fake news is written, and many of this fake 
news cannot be disassociated from hate 
speech, which sows hatred in the mind of 
an average Nigerian. 

Media is an instrumentality that is widely 
used to store and disseminate informa-
tion; such a tool should not be used as a 
tool in the hand of any political class to 

communicate hatred. The media should 
show not a pinch of favoritism; they 
should make their reporting unbiased 
as many count on them to be informed. 
Many of the respondents see fake news as 
a threat to the peace of the forthcoming 
governorship election; thereby, they seek 
to see a measure to curtail it as we move 
into elections.
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The August 22, 2020 local government 
election in Ondo state came in the build up 
to the 10th October, 2020 Governorship 
election in Ondo state. Kimpact Develop-
ment Initiative (KDI) NEVR observation 
team observed the local government elec-
toral process as part of the pre-election 
observation ahead of the governorship 
election. 

Report received from field observers 
shows that the local government election 
in Ondo State was marred by violence, 
snatching of ballot boxes and late arriv-
al of electoral materials in most polling 
unit15. 
The high and alarming record of inci-
dences of violence in the just concluded 
Local Government Council election in 
Ondo State is in a way changing the views  
of citizens towards the forthcoming gov-
ernorship election; Most citizens believe 
the violence they experienced during 
the Local Government election is likely a 
show of what to expect in the governor-
ship election. This might cause Voter Ap-
athy and it shows that more sensitization 
and advocacy activities need to be carried 
out to get voters out in the forthcoming 
governorship election. 

It was also observed that most Ondo state 
indigenes have expressed dissatisfaction 
with  the late arrival of election materials 
in some wards at the local government 
election. More so, it was perceived that 
majority of the electorates are not very 
knowledgeable on the election manage-
ment body that conducted the election- 
Ondo State Independent Electoral Com-
mission (ODIEC). There is a majority 
that think INEC conducted the local gov-
ernment election. This shows that INEC 
should plan effectively to avoid any logis-
tic challenges and carry out more grass-
root voter education sensitization at the 
grassroots.

The campaigns preceding the local gov-
ernment election day experienced one 
form of violence or another. Idanre be-
came a battle field where political group 
clashes and reprisal attacks became the 
order of the day. 

Post LG elections, and leading to the gov-
ernorship election there are still reports of 
incidents of violence. On Thursday, 10th 
September, 2020, a staunch supporter of 
Zenith Labour Party was confirmed to 
have been killed with many others wound-
ed in a political group clash16.

A Peep into the 22nd August, 2020 Local 
Government Election in Ondo State
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Review of the Hotspot Map After the Local 
Government Election and the Recent Hap-
penings as of 11th September, 2020
Likelihood of Violence (Hotspot Map)

Likelihood of Violence

likely
Somewhat
likely Unlikely
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SECURITY AGENCIES:
• The Police must find a way to curb 

“people in government-sponsored” vi-
olence. These actors unleash violence 
with impunity, knowing that the Police 
investigation will not yield any result, 
nor will there be a consequence.

• The law on the withdrawal of security 
aid of politicians 24 hours before the 
election must be strictly adhered to as 
the politicians use their security per-
sonnel to foment trouble in the elec-
tion.

• Security personnel on election duty 
should be neutral in the forthcoming 
election, as any show of partisanship 
could incite violence in the election.

• There should be a massive sensitiza-
tion campaign on the identification of 
fake Police. Given this, there is a need 
for an identification plan for all securi-
ty personnel that will be deployed on 
election day. 

• Election Security Control Center 
should be proactive in communica-
tions towards having an appropriate 
and swift response team for interven-
tion on issues of violence, if any, erupt.

• Election Security Control Center 

should also popularize their dedicated 
hotlines for the elections amidst the 
citizen so that citizens can call in to 
give them information as regards se-
curity. 

• ICCES should also collaborate with 
credible CSOs for information shar-
ing, as most CSOs have trained elec-
tion observers on the field to gathered 
real-time information on the happen-
ings on election day.

• The security agencies should be trained 
more on election policing to avoid hu-
man rights violations on election day.

NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY 
(NOA)
• Engage in sensitization of the elec-

torates on the importance of peaceful 
elections. This will enable the elector-
ates understand that the ultimate goal 
in the upcoming election is to elect a 
governor who will drive the process of 
development in the state; rather than 
lend themselves to violence, they need 
to peacefully elect the right person for 
the development of the state. NOA 
should build on its existing collabora-
tive platform with INEC at the local

Recommendations / Role of Key 
Stakeholders in Averting Violence 
in Ondo Governorship Elections
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 government levels to carry out these sen-
sitization efforts.
• Increased sensitization of electorates 

on the election day processes and pro-
cedures to increase the understanding 
of voters on the process. INEC and 
NOA can collaborate on this, and use 
social media and SMS as an innova-
tive means to ensure the information 
is far-reaching.

TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS
• Traditional rulers as gatekeepers of the 

communities, they must be engaged 
to use their platforms to reach out and 
sensitize the citizens on the need for 
peaceful elections.

• There are reports of some traditional 
leaders intimidating their subject to 
vote in a particular direction, harbor-
ing criminals in their communities, the 
Council of traditional rulers should 
speak against such acts and ensure that 
such vital information is passed to the 
security agencies for corresponding 
actions.

• Traditional institutions should be ful-
ly integrated and involved in Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution (ADR) before, 
during, and after elections.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS
• Religious leaders should join their 

voices to spread the message of peace-
ful election using their platforms.

MEDIA
• There is a need for media houses to be 

neutral in their reporting.
• There is a need to build the capacity of 

journalists for effective investigative 
journalism in Nigeria so as to avoid 
fake and/or biased news reporting.

• Government-owned media institu-
tions must provide equal access for all 
political parties to air their adverts and 
jingles in line with the National Broad-
casting Commission (NBC) codes.

• NBC should not hesitate to sanction 
any media organizations found want-
ing during the electoral process.

INEC
• There is a need for massive enlight-

enment of the citizens on the INEC’s 
guidelines on conducting elections 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. For 
example,  Citizens need to be aware 
of the regulation on “No Mask, No 
Voting.” It is a potential for violence 
on election day when they are turned 
back from voting.

• INEC and their officials should be 
neutral in the forthcoming election, as 
any show of partisanship could incite 
violence in the election.

• INEC ad-hoc staff and officials should 
be well trained on the display of pro-
fessionalism at polling units.



46 47www.kdi.org.ng Explor ing Views on Non-v io lence Expectat ions in Ondo State Gubernator ia l  E lect ion 2020www.kdi.org.ng

• INEC should ensure that the identifi-
cation tag for party agents has proper 
identification like name and passport 
photography.  This will curb the trans-
ference of the identification tag and 
deployment of party agents that were 
not accredited by INEC. 

• There is a need for INEC to engage 
key stakeholders / actors to elicit their 
commitment to peaceful election.

• INEC should partner with  CSO/CBOs 
in Ondo state to amplify its voter edu-
cation. This voter education exercise 
should also include peace messaging. 

POLITICAL PARTIES
• Political parties must begin to lead by 

example as regards INEC’s guidelines 
on COVID-19 during their campaigns. 
Political parties must also sensitize 
their members on what they need to 
do during the election in order that 
they are not disenfranchised.

• Political parties and their candidates 
should ensure that their polling agents 
are well trained on their roles and re-
sponsibilities to prevent them from fo-
menting trouble at polling units.

• Political parties and their candidates 
should play by the rules and desist 
from rhetoric (Hate Speech) that could 
cause disunity and hatred. Hate Speech 
will only incite followers to perpetrate 
violent acts.

• Political parties and their candidates 

should ensure their campaign is is-
sue-based. This will make voters know 
their plans and be able to make in-
formed choices.

• Political parties and candidates should 
also embrace peace and preach peace 
to their followers.

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION 
(CSOs)
• Civil society organizations should 

intensify their voter sensitizations 
against electoral violence, upscale their 
peace education, peace initiatives, and 
violence tracking

• Civil society Organizations and De-
velopment partners should prioritise 
capacity development for the political 
leaders on relationship building, stra-
tegic communication, and conflict res-
olution beyond and during an election. 
Most of the happenings in Ondo state 
are as a result of fallout and inability to 
resolve conflicts.

• Internal Party Crisis has been a sig-
nificant issue in our electoral process. 
CSOs working to strengthen institu-
tions in Nigeria should design a mas-
sive intervention strategy to tackle this 
menace.

• No ambition of any politician is worth 
the blood of any Nigerian. Citizens 
should embrace and never allow any 
politician to entice them with a token 
to foment trouble.
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• CSOs should intensify awareness rais-
ing efforts on addressing the effect 
of electoral violence on women and 
persons with disabilities, as it hinders 
them from participating in the elector-
al process actively.

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
• Human Rights Commission should 

embark on massive sensitization of the 
citizens on their rights to vote and how 
they can protect their rights in elec-
tions.

• The rising cases of Human Rights Vi-
olations (HRV) in Ondo State is dis-
turbing. National Human Rights Com-
mission together with INEC should 
protect the voice of the citizen by en-
suring these incidents of HRV are in-

vestigated and those suspected to be 
responsible be brought to justice.

NATIONAL PEACE COMMITTEE
• The National Peace Committee (NPC) 

should continue her engagement with 
major political actors and electoral 
stakeholders to get their commitment 
to peaceful election in Ondo State.

• The NPC should also observe and 
monitor the pre-election phase to be 
able to design a suitable intervention 
strategy that reinforce peace in Ondo 
state before, during and after the elec-
tions. 

• NPC should also design an interven-
tion strategy that speaks to the stake-
holders at the grassroots, most espe-
cially state like Ondo.
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