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About
The Nigeria Election Violence Report

share information on electoral

(NEVR) is a project led by Kimpact

violence in other to provide an

Development Initiative (KDI) and

impartial voice on electoral violence

supported by the International

through citizen observation with

Foundation for Electoral System

the ultimate goal of ending the

(IFES) which is aimed at increasing

menace of electoral violence by

awareness of and accountability

documenting and publishing disag-

for electoral violence through the

gregated electoral violence data.

Civil Society Organization (CSO)

It approaches electoral violence

conflict monitoring, public educa-

by quantifying it through in-depth

tion and advocacy in Nigeria. It is a

research and data gathering from

holistic, human-centered approach

trained monitors and citizen

to support local partners on their

observers.

efforts to monitor, mitigate and
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Background
Edo State, southern Nigeria, is located in

(NPC, 2006)2. With a growth rate of 3.2%

the midwestern region of Nigeria, with

per annum, the population of Edo State is

Benin City as its capital city and largest

estimated to be approximately 5,060,796

urban center1. The state was created on

as at 2020.

August 27, 1991, from the defunct Bendel

Edo State comprises of some main ethnic

State. The state has eighteen (18) Local

groups which are Edos, Esans, Afemas,

Government Areas and three (3) Senatorial

Owans, and Akoko-Edos. All these groups

Districts. The state is bordered by Kogi

trace their origin to Benin City; hence the

State to the North, to the west by Ondo

dialects of these groups vary with their

State, the south by Delta state and the

distance away from the capital, Benin City.

east by both Kogi and Anambra States. The

There are also Igala-speaking communi-

state occupies an area of 19,794 square

ties as well as Urhobos, Izons, Itsekiris,

kilometers. Its strategic location makes

and Yoruba communities within and on

it the major artery to all the regions of

the borderlands of the state.

the Federation and the food basket of

The mention of Edo state amongst outsiders

the South-South geo-political zone of

invokes visions of bronze heads and

the country.

natives clad in beads. This is the testa-

According to the results of the 2006 census

ment to the fame of the Benin – Bini art.

conducted by the National Population

The Queen Idia ivory mask was made the

Commission (“NPC”), Edo state has an

official symbol of the Second World Black

estimated population of about 3.2 million

and African Festival of Arts and Culture,

people. Furthermore, about 51% of the

FESTAC 19773.

population is male, while 49% are female
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Political History
Edo had been one of the states favored

to democracy launched by General

with well-qualified human resources,

Ibrahim Babangida and served from

which is a product of the mass free

January 1992 to November 1993. He

education of the Action Group Govern-

was removed from office after General

ment of the (prior) Western Region. It

Sani Abacha seized power. After the

was also a beneficiary of oil resources

return of civilian rule in 1999, Chief

after the Nigeria-Biafra civil war,

Lucky Igbinedion was elected governor

1967–1970 (from which it did not directly

on the PDP platform. The allegations

suffer). Various state governments,

of corruption leveled against Igbin-

notably the long-serving govern-

edion by the time he departed in

ments of Dr. Samuel Ogbemudia and

2007 contributed to the protest vote

Professor Ambrose Alli, were credited

against the ruling People’s Democratic

with pioneering several initiatives

Party PDP) that catapulted Adams

in the areas of human capital and

Oshiomhole into power.

infrastructure development. These

Governor Oshiomhole assumed

pioneer administrations became

office in November 2008 following a

the reference points—in effect, the

successful court appeal to retrieve

source of a “golden age” narrative—for

the mandate given to him by the

judging the performance of successive

people of Edo. Eighteen months

governments.

earlier, the Independent National

Chief John Oyegun was later elected

Electoral Commission indicated that

as civilian governor of Edo State on

the PDP’s Oserhiemen Osunbor had

the SDP platform, during the transition

won. Following protracted hearings,
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the Court of Appeal gave a judgement

constellation of powerful social forces

in Oshiomhole’s favor. Oshiomhole’s

buttressed by a variety of interest

legal challenge was endorsed by a

groups.

Sources: Wikipedia
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Political parties that have govern Edo State and the year spent

PDP had governed Edo state for eight

governor of Edo State, Comrade

years before the court invalidated

Adams Oshiomhole, and that of the

the election the brought Professor

incumbent Governor of Edo State,

Oserheimen Osunbor May 29, 2007.

Godwin Obaseki. Following this feud,

ACN which later merged with CPC

Gov. Godwin Obaseki defected to PDP;

and some faction of ANPP to form

he was granted a waiver to contest in

All progressive Congress govern the

the party primaries and later won the

state for approximately 11 and a

primary election to be the candidate

half years before the long-standing

of the PDP for the 2020 governorship

reported feud between the former

election slated for September 19, 2020.
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Political Violence History in Edo State
Electoral violence is a variant of political

between 2000 and 2005 before 2007

violence that connotes the subversion

elections:

of the electoral process through
violent means. Factually, violence is

•

assassinations in Nigeria between

a major feature of political life, and in

1986 - 2005 published by the African

particular, political violence is a central

Journal of Political Science and

part of political competition across the

International Relations states that

three levels of government in Nigeria.

Joseph Osayande was shot in Benin

Unfortunately, Edo State falls within

City on 4 December 20005. Although

the category of states where election

his death is described as a political

periods are usually associated with

assassination, no information was

violence, and all manner of fissiparous

found regarding which political

tendencies4. Historically, the prevalent

party Joseph Osayande belonged to.

forms of political violence in Edo State
exude in violence-prone campaigns,

A list of unresolved political

•

In August 2005, a PDP councillor of

thuggery, political assassinations,

the Oredo Local Government area of

arsons, election related ethno-religious

Edo State, Felix Eboigbe, was killed

crisis, snatching of ballot boxes and

by gunmen in Benin City. According

so on and so forth.

to the International Crisis Group,

For instance, reports have it that notable
political motivated assassinations
took place in Benin City, Edo State

Felix Eboigbe was killed shortly
after indicating his intention to
contest the chairmanship of Oredo
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Council in the 2007 elections6.

as against Oshiomhole’s 197,472; and

The Former Commissioner for

the ruling PDP captured 14 seats in the

Information and Chairman of

State House of Assembly leaving only

Oredo Local Government area,

7 for the Action Congress at the State

Mr Victor Ebomoyi, was arrested

House of Assembly with the results

over the murder 7. A replica of

of Akoko-Edo and Etsako Central LGA

this report was seen in the 2007

cancelled and bye-elections scheduled

article by the African Journal of

because of the level of violence

Political Science and International

which did not make the atmosphere

Relations8.

conducive for elections to be peaceful.

During the April 14 2007 gubernatorial
and House of Assembly pre-election,
election day and post-election periods,
Edo state experienced political
assassinations, sporadic gun shot,
and deadly clashes between rival
gangs organized by politicians and
parties. Over five persons were killed
across the state with other forms
of violence perpetrated by parties’
supporters which was as a result of
INEC announcement of the PDP’s
Senator Oserheimen Osunbor the
elected governor having polled 329,740

In spontaneous reactions to the
announcement, pockets of violent
demonstrations were recorded across
the state. This included the torching
of the homes and property of some
Party stalwarts and supporters by
angry and aggrieved electorate in
Benin, and other parts of the state
which led to a dusk to-dawn curfew.
Also, in Igarra, an official of INEC in
Akoko-Edo LGA was set ablaze while
INEC office in the council was razed
by fire9 .
Furthermore, on 5 May 2012, the
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Vanguard reported the assassination of

elections11. No information was found

Olaitan Oyerinde, the Principal Private

regarding who was responsible for

Secretary to the Action Congress (AC)

the attack.

party Governor Adams Oshiomhole
and the Deputy National Secretary of
the Nigeria Labour Congress. Olaitan
Oyerinde was killed by four ‘suspected
assassins’ at his home in Benin City10.
In August 2010, Online Nigeria reported
that Oghogho Omoregbe, of the
AC party was gunned down in Edo
State after declaring his intention
to contest a seat in the House of
Representatives during the 2011

When it comes to election violence
in Edo State, every demography
and sex have their share in electoral
violence either as perpetrators in
which the youth are mostly used for
or victims. Overtime, women have
become victim of electoral violence
and its effect/impact. In April 2013,
there were clashes reported between
supporters of the PDP and the ACN

One of the NEVR campaign billboard hosted in Oredo LGA , Benin City , Edo State. The design
speaks against Violence Against Women in Elections (VAWE) .
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during local government elections in

As of the time of this brief, Edo State

Edo State which saw an ACN official

on Wednesday 20th May, 2020, has

killed and his wife and two other

recorded a death of the pregnant

women were reportedly kidnapped

wife of comrade Promise Igbinevbo,

at Esan west LGA12. Also, women are

who was raped and murdered at

scared of participating fully in politics

her home. It was reported that her

in the state due to the competitiveness

attackers gained entrance into her

and patriarchal nature13.

home through the ceiling in search

Current Trends of
Electoral Violence in
#EdoDecides2020
As the 2020 governorship election
approaches, the political landscape
of Edo State has been heated ; full of
tensions. All these are due to the feud
between the incumbent governor, Gov.
Godwin Obaseki and his predecessor,
the former APC National chairman
and governor of the state, Comrade
Adams Oshiomole14. This acrimonious
politicking has led to the defection of

of her husband, a Governorship
Campaign Coordinator and when they
didn’t find him at home, they raped
and murdered the wife.
Tension brewed at Ovbiogie community
on the 29 June, 2020, when a bloody
brawl in a bar owned by one the Senior
Special Adviser to Gov. Obaseki led to
the hospitalization of three victims.
Report have it that, It all started when
a spare parts dealer was beaten by
the bar owner after he laughed at
Obaseki and his three credits.

Gov. Obaseki to PDP and this rivalry

On the Saturday, 16 July, 2020 in Benin

has continued even to the Campaign

City, APC in a press conference accused

activities.

the Edo State government of vandalising
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One of the vandalized campaign billboards of the All Progressives Congress in Benin City,
the Edo State capital. Photo taken on July 18, 2020.

its candidate’s campaign billboard and

Democratic Party at the front of

poster. The vice chairman on Media

the Palace of the Oba of Benin. The

and Publicity Patrick Obahiagbon

gathering of the supporters of the

alleged that the state government

APC was peaceful until the arrival of

embarked on the destruction and

the state governor who was a guest at

removal of the APC’s billboards at

the Palace in company of other state

various strategic points in the capital

governors, party faithfuls and chieftains.

city of Benin. He described the move

The APC supporters started chanting

as a terrible escalation of abuse of

“PDP Ole when they saw the convoy

office and disregards for the law.

of the governor. The governor of Edo

25th July, 2020 was also another day
noted for electoral violence as there
was a clash between supporters of All
Progressives Congress and People’s

State came to seek royal blessings from
the His Majesty. His Royal Majesty, Oba
Eware II, the Oba of Benin admonished
the Governorship candidate of the
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Peopes Democratic Party (PDP), His

or die affair”. Violence in election is

Excellency, Mr Godwin Obaseki to

most often carried out by gangs whose

ensure there is peace before, during

members are openly recruited and

and after the election. He said he is

paid by politicians and party leaders to

apolitical but will continue to fast and

attack their sponsors’ rivals, intimidate

pray for peace to rain the the land.

members of the public, rig elections,

The Oba of Benin made this call when

and protect their patrons from similar

the governorship candidate pay him

attacks. The architects, sponsors, and

a visit to seek his royal blessings as

perpetrators of this violence generally

he flag-off campaign.

enjoy complete impunity because of

The widespread of election related
violence in Edo State has been because
election is seen most times as a “do

both the powers of intimidation they
wield and the tacit acceptance of their
conduct by police and government
officials at all levels15
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Recommendations
INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL
COMMISSION (INEC)
•

violence.
•

The level of intimidation

INEC, and other stakeholders

between the political class in

such as the National Orien-

the state is on the increase,

tation Agency (NOA) and

political parties and their

Civil Society Organizations

candidates should desist from

(CSOs) should lead a massive

harassing one anotrher and

campaign in Edo State on the

also the citizens.

need for active and peaceful

•

In a time like this, staunch

participation in elections.

commitment to peace is impor-

CIVIL SOCIIETY ORGANIZATIONS

tant. Political parties and their

(CSOs)

candidates should ensure

•

CSOs should also inculcate in

their followers are not used

their electoral support and

as instrument to perpetrate

interventions, peace messaging

violence henceforth, and bear

to ensure widespread of the

in mind that there is no blood

information.

of any Nigerian that is worth

POLITICAL PARTIES
•

Political parties and their

their political ambitions.
•

The political class should

candidates need to join

submit themselves to obeying

their efforts with that of

the guidelines of electoral

other major stakeholders to

process as this will aid good

curb incidences of electoral

and peaceful conduct in

14
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elections

so as to ensure effective

SECURITY AGENCIES

prepartion and deployment

•

Security agencies should

of personnel to mitigate

ensure objective anlysis

violence.

of the early warning signal
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