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“Young people should be at the forefront of global change and innovation. Empowered, they can be 

key agents for development and peace. If, however, they are left on society’s margins, all of us will be 

impoverished. Let us ensure that all young people have every opportunity to participate fully in the lives of 

their societies.” — Kofi Annan

INTRODUCTION

The emancipation of the Osun Youth from being used to foment trouble in elections or politics started 

since the advent of the Osun Youth Agenda (OYA). The Osun Youth Agenda approach combines a multi-

dimensional concern with ensuring young people’s well-being, providing them with relevant gainful 

social opportunities, increasing the probability of their successful integration into society, a transition 

to autonomy, and enabling them to participate in decision-making and civil society. This multi-faceted 

approach aggregated the voices of young people to engage elected officials and demand government 

accountability instead of availing themselves as instruments of election violence.

Osun Youth are passionate about the development of the state and are organizing to build power and speak 

with one voice as we engage in intergenerational dialogue and take steps to hold the elected officials to 

account. We are aware that there is power in our numbers and we will put that to good use in the electoral 

process and governance dialogue in the interests of our dear state.



  4

Through a 2018 survey on youth priority needs, key informant interviews and workshop focus group 

discussions on priority needs of the Osun Youth, the Kimpact Development Initiative in collaboration 

with the National Youth Council of Nigeria, Osun Chapter, and in consultation with  development 

experts, youth representatives from the 30 LGAs in the state, civil society organizations, government 

representatives and other key stakeholders , identified five (5) key developmental priority areas with 

recommendations  for the Osun State Government’s intervention. This is the Osun Youth Agenda.

The Osun Youth Agenda is a culmination of a non-partisan and non-profit initiative by Kimpact 

Development Initiative (KDI) with support from the National Democratic Institute (NDI), the United 

States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the British Department for International 

Development (DFID). We call on Osun Youth and other stakeholders to queue behind this initiative to 

promote good governance and development in our dear state.

Bukola Idowu

Executive Director

Kimpact Development Initiative
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Nigeria is the most populous Black Country in the world and the most populous country in 

Africa. Its total population was estimated to be 196.6million according to the latest United 

Nations estimates, with 65% of the population under 35 years. No doubt about it, Nigeria has a 

robust youth environment and increasing youth population.

The Youth are a valuable resource and must be harnessed for national development. Youth 

are one of the greatest assets that any nation can have. Not only are they legitimately regarded 

as the future leaders, they are potentially and actually the greatest investment for a country’s 

development. Young women and men are, in particular, recognized as a vital resource whose 

future prospects are inextricably tied to that of their country. They are the valued possession of 

any nation or region. Without them there can be no future.¹ 

Youth demography in the Southwest Nigeria is not different from what we have on the National 

scale. Southwest Nigeria comprises of six states in which Osun State is one. Osun State was 

carved out of the Old Oyo State on 27th August, 1991. The state was the main theatre of the 100 

years of the 19th Century Yoruba inter-tribal war. According to the 2006 National Population 

and Housing Census figure, Osun State has a population of 3,416,959 and hence the 19th most 

populated state in the country. 32 percent (1,115,394) of the Osun State population are between 

the ages of 18 and 35, whereas persons age 36 years and above only constitute 23.4% of the total 

population.² 

BACKGROUND
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National Population Commission (NPC) response to information request  filed by Kimpact using 

the Freedom of Information Act, 2011 estimated Osun’s population to be 5,179,720 million in 

2019.³  1,690,811 million (33%) of the 2019 estimated Osun population falls between ages 18-35, 

as stated by the 2009 National Youth Policy that youth ranges between 18-35

DISTRIBUTION OF OSUN YOUTH BASED ON PRODUCTIVITY AGE  (2019 ESTIMATE)
Source: NPC, 2019
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1.  Second National Youth Policy document of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 2009.
2. Report of the Vision 2020 Stakeholders Development Committee for Osun State. July, 2009
3. National Population Commission Osun State 2019 Population Estimate
4. https://data.oecd.org/pop/working-age-population.htm

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) posited that productivity 

age ranges between 15-45.⁴ 2,577,637mil (49.8%) of the estimated population falls between ages 15-

45. These numbers are really massive and in all these levels, the youth supposedly are the center 

of reconstruction and development. They are needed in governance, public policy making and 

analysis. They serve as a good measure of the extent to which a country can reproduce as well as 

sustain itself. The extent of their vitality, responsible conduct, and roles in society is positively 

correlated with the development of their country.

However, Osun continues to experience a glaring mismatch between the aspirations of its youth 

and the opportunities available to them despite their high hopes and ambitions. This is clearly 

demonstrated by Youth underemployment. Young people are disproportionately affected by 

problems such as poverty and lack of economic opportunities. They are consistently excluded 

from important decision-making processes that affect them.

If they are disoriented and faced with several social problems that are engendered from high 

expectations, disappointing employment, life prospects, and marginalization among themselves, 

these could  often fuel frustration and desperation which in most cases breed violence and 

create civil despondency and all sorts of criminal behaviour, which in turn would not have 

implications not only on their own lives, but also for the societies they will build and maintain.
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SWOT ANALYSIS OF OSUN STATE
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STRATEGIC AUTONOMY PLAN FOR YOUTH INSTITUTION

The Osun Youth demography since the reintroduction of democracy has been operating on a 

roller-coaster principle where the ministry in charge of the largest demography is either merged 

with another ministry or as a subset of another ministry with little significant attention to Youth 

Development. Osun State does not have an operational Youth Policy either. 

Since the inception of Osun Youth Empowerment Scheme (OYES) in 2010, the scheme has been 

the only way the youth receives attention from the government. Comparatively, using the NBS 

characterisation as a touchstone, OYES modalities can be said to be one of the foremost reason 

Osun State (14.6%) ranked second in South-West Nigeria after Ondo State (17.6%) according to the 

Labour Force Statistics on Unemployment and Underemployment by State released by National 

Bureau of Statistics (NBS) in April, 2019.

The Youth are an essential component of the development of any state or nation, with 33 percent 

of Osun State population between the age of 18 to 35 and 49.8 percent between the productivity 

age (15-45). These colossal number of youth need to channel their energy positively if Osun 

State wants to be on the top list of the foremost states in Nigeria and effort needs to be made 

intentionally at all levels. Therefore, setting a roadmap that will address the developmental 

priority needs of the youth, take away violence, civil despondency and all sorts of anti-social 

behaviour is imperative, hence the need for Osun Youth Agenda (OYA).



  14

OYA in a multi-faceted approach aggregated the voices of Osun Youth on their developmental 

priority needs, to ensure they are not perpetrators and victims of violence, restiveness, civil 

despondency, anti-social behaviours and replacing violence with gainful social opportunities. 

Ultimately, to engage elected officials and demand accountability and transparency from Osun 

State government. The Osun Youth Agenda is a product of a 2018 survey of six hundred (600)

Osun youth across the 30 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in the state. OYA presents to elected 

officials most especially the Governor the priority developmental issues of Osun Youth. The 

government must start seeing the Youth as a major stakeholder and appreciate their inter-

connected systems, their interaction and energy that needs to be harnessed: this requires joint 

strategies and multi-faceted innovative approaches.

The Osun Youth Agenda on the developmental priority needs was approached using qualitative 

and quantitative data collection instruments such as Administering Questionnaires, Key 

Informant Interviews (KII), and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). This research instruments 

were used to gather, analyse and aggregate the opinions of young people in Osun and their 

developmental needs. This document is a product of various consultative processes and expert 

scrutiny. 

THE OSUN YOUTH AGENDA METHODOLOGY
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YOUTH PRIORITY NEEDS SURVEY (YPNS)

OYA METHODOLOGY

The 2018 survey, known as the Youth Priority Needs Survey (YPNS), was administered by trained 

#VoteNotFight campaign coordinators in the thirty LGAs of the state. Through random sampling, 

six hundred youth, twenty in each LGA, were identified and filled the YPNS. 

The YPNS is a three-item questionnaire that seeks to identify the priority needs of youth, how they 

would measure candidates’ commitment to the agenda and their views on the immediate steps 

that candidates must take to implement the agenda. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF RESPONDENTS

The first item provides eighteen (18) key priority areas for young people, as captured in the Nigeria 

National Youth Policy, with an option to add to the list. 

The youth respondents who filled the questionnaires were asked to identify five top priority 

issues. The respondents included 285 students, 96 entrepreneurs, 42 farmers, 77 employees, 77 

unemployed persons and 23 housewives. As priorities, 18% of respondents chose education, 15% 

chose employment, 14% chose health, 11% chose agriculture and 8% chose wealth creation – bringing 

the total respondents supporting these five issues to 66%.
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FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION

TOP PRIORITY NEEDS OF OSUN YOUTH

Not less than seven experts on Agriculture and Wealth Creation as part of the thematic areas of the OYA met 

twice in Osogbo, Osun State on the 7 December, 2018 and 18 December, 2018 respectively with the Osun 

Youth Agenda leads. This FGDs were used to further explore the recommendations at a deeper level than 

we could access with the survey and came up with some reviews, they were streamlined and smartened so 

as to add meaning and understanding to existing recommendations by verifying the youth preferences as 

their actual preferences. They also suggested strategies for the popularization of such advocacy tool when 

published. Experts were selected based on their track records and engagements.
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To explore more, 10 experts in Health Sector, Agriculture, Academics and Job Creation were engaged 

between 23 -27 April, 2019 in an in-depth interview (telephone or face-to-face) so as to get sensitive and 

open in-depth frank views about the recommendations. These professionals have first-hand knowledge 

and information about the OYA thematic areas.

ONLINE AND OFFLINE KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW

CROSS SECTION OF EXPERTS IN A FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION
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OSUN YOUTH DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (OYDC) 

OYA process combines a multi-dimensional concern in ensuring young people’s well-being, providing them 

with relevant learning opportunities, increasing the probability of their successful integration into society, 

transition to autonomy, and enabling them to participate in decision-making. To have these positive results 

of youth development in Osun State. Consequently, it needs to start by having a dedicated Osun Youth 

Development Commission (OYDC) with a clear autonomous strategic plan to discharge its mandate, and 

with youth leadership.

Osun Youth Development Commission (OYDC) in her mandate shall exclusively address the priority 

developmental needs of Osun youth which includes ensuring quality education, promoting agriculture, 

improving health care delivery as identified by the YPNS and the consultative approaches, creating jobs & 

economic development opportunities through a legally established independent and recognized institution 

unlike the previous roller-coaster strategy. It will be saddled solely with this important responsibility of 

empowering youth who will stimulate economic growth, create more jobs opportunities and pay taxes to 

government thereby making significant contribution to the GDP of the state which ultimately address the 

priority developmental needs of Osun Youth.

In terms of policy support, OYDC will undertake a fast and comprehensive policy making process, develop 

and operationalise Osun Youth Policy in alignment with the needs of young people in the state. Policy 

alignment will also ensure that youth aspirations are integrated and mainstreamed into the development 

policies and planning processes at all levels.
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Osun State Government should set up Osun Youth Development Commission with a clear autonomous 

strategic plan to discharge its mandate, and with youth leadership. Osun Youth as captured in this 

document said OYDC in her operation will have designated departments and oversee youth-related 

matters  such as; 

• Osun Drug Abuse Response Department (O’DARD) which will provide Primary (Education and 

Sensitization), Secondary (Treatment e.g. smoking cessation programs) and Tertiary (Rehabilitation 

and reintegration) interventions to curb the menace of drug abuse in the state.

• Develop an Operationalized Youth Employment Policy

• Establishment of 3-Youth Friendly Centers (One per Senatorial District) through public-private 

partnership equipped with facilities that can attract young people (e.g. Wi-Fi, Games, Viewing Centres 

etc.) to provide integrated health services such as Mental Health Services, Sexual Reproductive Health 

Services.

• Review, Re-arrange, Re-align and legislate on OYES. Reduce the two years to one year, Having 

sustainable plan for the volunteers through seed capital from the lump sum gotten from the other year, 

follow up process for beneficiaries and training on business development and management).

ISSUES AND RECOMMEDATIONS
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• Rejuvenate youth targeted agricultural scheme with single digit interest loan and subsidize agricultural 

inputs to enhance youth friendliness and increase production. This will be a unit in the OYDC. OYDC will 

oversee the affairs of this scheme.

• Establish a well-equipped youth Business Innovation Hub, and Skill Training Center, partnering with 

existing federal government agencies and private establishment where the government pulls together key 

stakeholders to assist the growth and survival of youth –led enterprise.
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS INCLUDES 

Education Moral decadence         
amidst  students 
in  middle  and 
high  school

Lack of
Quality outputs 

and outcomes 

The government should review same school
uniform with a view to improving the security of 
students and addressing moral decadence in public 
schools.

OYES cadets in school and N-Teach personnel should 
be adequately trained. 

Provision of adequate teaching and instructional 
materials e.g. textbooks (especially Literature, 
Mathematics, Accounting, English and other science 
subjects), ICT laboratory equipment, well equipped 
libraries for primary and secondary schools.

Recruitment of trained and qualified teachers in pri-
mary, secondary and tertiary schools to address the 
shortfall and taking a step towards attaining the UN-
ESCO standards (one teacher to forty students).

The State Government should strengthen School 
Management Board and partner with CSOs to design 
and implement effective teacher performance 
monitoring procedures.

Implementation of performance-based reward
 system for teachers in public schools.

PRIORITY 
AREAS

ISSUE(S) RECOMMENDATION(S) POLICY 
INTERVENTION

Provision of special incentives for teachers posted to 
schools in rural areas e.g. accommodation, bonuses 
etc.
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Re-introduction of Guidance and Counselling 
Department in schools with qualified, trained and 
non- academic counselors, due to the emotional 
imbalance amidst the teenagers to reduce prevalence 
of suicides and guide students on choice of career.

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE PRIORITY AREAS INCLUDE 

Employment 
Opportunities

Health

Lack of ease in 
doing business.

Youth unemploy-
ment and under-
employment

Domesticating Ease of Doing 
Business Policy (PEBEC)

Youth Employment Policy.
Absence of en-
abling legislation.

Government should provide Ramps and Hand Rails 
for school having people with disability.

Removal of multiple tax on individuals and SME’s 
to strengthen youth owned SMEs.

The Government should consider converting Ayeg-
baju market into a computer market (Village) in the 
state like the Lagos State and Ekiti State model.

Develop an Operationalized Youth Employment 
Policy.

Domestication of Ease of Doing Dusiness Policy (PE-
BEC) in Osun State (As launched by the vice presi-
dent) (Tax Holiday for investors to support industri-
alization).

Provide Ramps and Hand Rails for people living 
with disability in all existing and upcoming Primary 
Health Care facilities.

PRIORITY 
AREAS

ISSUE(S) RECOMMENDATION(S) POLICY 
INTERVENTION

People living with 
Disability
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE PRIORITY AREAS INCLUDE 

Agriculture
Absence of 
enabling 
legislation

Set up Osun Drug Abuse Response Department 
(O’DARD) that will provide Primary (Education and 
Sensitization), Secondary (Treatment – smoking 
cessation programs) and Tertiary (Rehabilitation and 
reintegration) interventions to curb the menace of 
drug abuse in the state.

Primary Health 
Care Related 
Issues

Establishment of 3-Youth Friendly Centers (One per 
Senatorial District) through public-private partner-
ship equipped with facilities that can attract young 
people (e.g. Wi-Fi, Games, Viewing Centres etc.) to 
provide integrated health services such as Mental 
Health Services, Sexual Reproductive Health.

Government should adapt Family Life and HIV 
Education (FLHE) and Sex Education curriculum to 
be used in all government and private schools across 
the state.

Provide referral and responses to victim of sexual 
abuse and violence.

Equip School Health Services – Government through 
the Ministry of Education (MOE) and Ministry of 
Health (MOH) should ensure that School Health 
Services are equipped sustainably and engage 
competent professionals.

Rejuvenate existing Cassava processing plants in
 Ogbagba, Ijebu-Ijesa etc.

PRIORITY 
AREAS

ISSUE(S) RECOMMENDATION(S) POLICY 
INTERVENTION

Drug abuse and 
Suicide 
Prevention
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Domesticate the National
 Agricultural Extension policy

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE PRIORITY AREAS INCLUDE 

The State Government should partner with the
Federal Government to revitalize existing storage 
facilities (silo) in Ilesa to reduce post-harvest loss.

Domesticate the National Agricultural Extension 
Policy in Osun State.

Rejuvenate youth targeted agricultural scheme with 
single digit interest loan and subsidize agricultural 
inputs to enhance youth friendliness and increase 
production. This will be a unit in the OYDC. OYDC 
will oversee the affairs of this scheme.

Reduction of tax on agricultural products to 1%.

Osun State farm settlements should be well equipped 
with irrigation, storage, processing facility and mini 
incentives.

Osun State Government should incorporate Farm 
City amenities such as modern infrastructures,
security and social amenities (Electricity, water, 
communication, good roads e.t c in one of the farm 
settlements, this will serve as a pilot intervention to 
prevent rural-urban migration.

Establishment of Agricultural Insurance Scheme so 
as to mitigate the risk of youth and other farmers.

PRIORITY 
AREAS

ISSUE(S) RECOMMENDATION(S) POLICY 
INTERVENTION
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OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE PRIORITY AREAS INCLUDE 

Wealth 
Creation

Lack of protection
frame work of 
youth innovations 
and inventions.

Establishment of well-equipped youth Business In-
novation Hub, and Skill Training Center, partnering 
with existing Federal Government agencies and pri-
vate establishment where the government pull to-
gether key stakeholders to assist the growth and sur-
vival of youth –led enterprise.

Creating Opportunities for youths to engage in min-
ing our mineral resources (Columbite, Gold etc.)

Upgrading of Osun stadium to international stan-
dard to attract more international games thereby de-
veloping the state economic and exposing the local 
athletes to international community.

Hold promotional programs for Osun produced 
good.

Invest in Osun Grove, Erin Ijesa water fall and other 
tourism sites in the state.

PRIORITY 
AREAS

ISSUE(S) RECOMMENDATION(S) POLICY 
INTERVENTION

Establishment of an organized produce market in a 
strategic place to enhance broad and faster sales of 
agricultural produce.

Grazing control measures should be formed.
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CONCLUSION

Osun Youth Agenda shares the thoughts, hopes, and expectations of young people and their vision for 

a better Osun State. Osun Youth are passionate about the development of the state and are organizing 

to build power and speak with one voice as we engage in this intergenerational dialogue and take steps 

to hold elected officials to account. 

We are aware that there is power in our numbers and we will put this to good use at all levels of 

democratic processes and governance dialogue in the interest of our dear state. Osun Youth and other 

stakeholders have queued behind this initiative to promote good governance and development in our 

dear state.
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